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PREFACE. 



A DESIRE having been expressed for 
short, simple readings, suitable for Family 
Worship, the following pages have been 
prepared to meet it. 

Words, that are to profit, must first 
be understood. Truths, that are to reach 
the heart, must be grasped by the under- 
standing; and though many valuable, and 
more learned works, are in print, it is not 
everyone who has time to curtail long 
portions, qr adapt them to ordinary capa- 
cities. **t, * 

The reading at Family Worship should 
meet the limited powers of the heaxe^^. 
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or it will prove a mere form to many, 
who join it from the midst of household 
duties, with minds unprepared by educa- 
tion, and with intellects of small growtK 
The Bible itself needs unfolding, or the 
illiterate will not readUy extract the 
Divine lessons of practical importance. 
To further this, a Scripture character is 
selected in this book, as the subject for 
the week, and each reading bears upon it. 

It is hoped that the varied portions 
may lead to the appreciation of the whole 
Bible, and show how *A11 Scripture is 
profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for cor- 
rection, and instruction in righteousness/ 

The Saturday portion reminds of praise 
for the mercies of the week, and prepara- 
tion for the Sunday, which has a special 
word on the Lord's Day, only long enough 
to point to fuller service at public worship. 
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The reading for the other days is about 
an average length ; for, where the Scripture 
is long, the comment is short, and when 
only a few verses from the Bible are 
selected, the exposition is fiiller. 

May the Divine Teacher condescend 
to make use of this humble eflFort to lead 
sinners to the Saviour. May He open 
the hearts of readers and hearers by His 
almighty power, that they may receive 
God's law. May He create the wish for 
deeper study, and ftirther acquaintance 
with that Holy Word, which giyeth 
'understanding to the simple.* 
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GsNESHi ii. 1-3. 

n^HUS the heavens and the earth were jfijodshed, and all 
-^ the host of them. And on tie seirenth day God 
ended his work which he had made ; and he re9ted on the 
seventh day from all his work which he had made. And 
God hlessed the seventh day, and sanctified it: because 
that in it he had rested from all his work which God 
created and made. 



The Sabbath Holy to the Lord. 

May the Lord of the Sahhath give us a 

Sahhath blessing. 

When God had ended His work of crea- 
tion, He rested, and blessed the seventh 
day, and sanctified it-that is, He set it 
apart, and made it a holy day. Therefore 
it is not a common day, and must not 
be used as other days ; our week-day 
duties mTist be put away as far as possible, 
and the day must be spent in God's ser- 
vice. The Sabbath was kept even before 
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Adam sinned, and God Himself resting on 
the day teaches us that it ought always 
to be observed as a sacred day. It will 
prove to us a blessing, if we accept it as 
God's gift to man, for the good of both 
body and souL The rest to the body 
refreshes it for another week of labour 
and the holy Jessons learnt are like food 
to the soul, which nourish it under God's 
Almighty power, so that the mind being 
stayed upon God, is helped through the 
changes and chances of this life. Many 
have foimd a Sabbath blessing follow them 
aU through the week, when they have kept 
the day holy to the Lord; while those 
who have spent it in * doing their own 
ways, and finding their own pleasure,' have 
learnt by bitter experience, that it has been 
not only a lost day, but a day that, being 
polluted, has worked for their ruin. 

Let us remember the simple lines : — 

* A sabbath well spent, 

Brings a week of content, 
And help for the cares of the morrow, 

But a sabbath profaned, 

Whatever may be gained, 
Is a certain fore-runner of sorrow.' 
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Adam's first gift was a Sabbath ! What 
a day of peace aad joy, aad converse with 
his Maker, it must have been ! And though 
we are fallen, and the flesh cannot rise 
with the spirit, but often wearies it with 
its infirmities ; yet when the heart is really 
given to God, He dwells within, to teach 
us of His ways. Walking in His paths, 
we find the rest and refreshment, which 
God only can give. We thus grow in 
grace, and the peace of God rules our 
heart. 

May this day be a blessed Sabbath 
to us. 
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Psalm cxxii. 



T WAS glad when they said unto me, Let us go into the 
-*■ house of the Lord. Our feet shall stand within thy 
gates, Jerusalem. Jerusalem is builded as a city that 
is compact together : whither the tribes go up, the tribes 
of the Lord, imto the testimony of Israel, to give thanks 
imto the name of the Lord. For there are set thrones of 
judgment, the thrones of the house of David. Pray for 
the peace of Jerusalem : they shall prosper that love thee. 
Peace be within thy walls, and prosperity within thy pa- 
laces. For my brethren and companions' sakes I will now 
say. Peace be within thee. Because of the house of the 
Lord our God I will seek thy good. 



The Earthly Sabbath a type of 
Heavenly Eest. 

May the Holy Spirit prepare us for 

Heaven. 

Jerusalem, the city of the Jews, is set 
forth in Holy Scripture as a picture of 
heaven. And as the earthly Jerusalem 
was one of glory and beauty, and the home 
of the Jews ; so, the heavenly Jerusalem is 
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the city of delights, the home of peace and 
joy, which is reserved for the Lord's faith- 
fdl people. The courts of the Lord's house 
below, remind us of the eternal mansions 
above, and if we can say with David at 
the close of the Sabbath, * I was glad when 
they said unto me. Let us go into the house 
of the Lord,' then we may look forward 
to that rest which remaineth for the people 
of God, a rest from sin, from sorrow, from 
evil and weariness, from trials of every 
kind ; for in the New Jerusalem there shall 
be * neither sorrow nor crying, the former 
things have passed away,' and there we 
shall enjoy the kibgdom purchased by our 
blessed Saviour, and there we shall wear 
the crown, for which the Holy Spirit is 
now preparing us. 

Let us close our earthly Sabbath, with 
the thought of our heavenly rest, and seek 
strength to meet another week's work, 
asking help from God, for every time of 
need. 

* Thy earthly sabhaths, Lord, we love, 
But there's a nobler rest above, 
Where, released frq|Ei.toil and pain. 
Brethren, we shall meet again.' 
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Genesis, iii. 1-13. 

"M'OW the serpent was more subtil than any beast of the 
•^^ field which the Lord God had made. And he said 
unto the woman, Yea, hath God said, Ye shall not eat of 
every tree of the garden ? And the woman said unto the 
serpent. We may eat of the fruit of the trees of the garden : 
but of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the 
garden, God hath said. Ye shall not eat of it, neither shall 
ye touch it, lest ye die. And the serpent said unto the 
woman. Ye shall not surely die : for God doth know, that 
in the day ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall be opened, 
and ye shall be as gods, knowing good and evil. And when 
the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it 
was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree to be desired to make 
one wise, she took of the fruit thereof, and did eat, and 
gave also unto her husband with her; and he did eat. And 
the eyes of them both were opened, and they knew that 
they were naked ; and they sewed fig-leaves together, and 
made themselves aprons. And they heard the voice of the 
Lord God walking in the garden in the cool of the day : 
and Adam and his wife hid themselves from the presence 
of the Lord God amongst the trees of the garden. And 
the Lord God called unto Adam, and said unto him. Where 
art thou ? And he said, I heard thy voice in the garden, 
and I was afraid, because I was naked ; and I hid myself. 
And he said, Who told thee that thou wast naked? Hast 
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thou eaten of the tree, whereof I commanded thee that thou 
shouldest not eat? And the man said, The woman whom 
thou gayest to he with me, she gave me of the tree, and I 
did eat. And the Lord Grod said unto the woman, Wliat 
is this that thou hast done? And the woman said. The 
serpent hegoiled me, and I did eat. 



Rum BY Sin. 
May the Spirit of God convince us of sin. 

If we open the week-days with a Scripture 
character, we shall have a Bihle example 
before us for our instruction. The first 
man and woman are now under our con- 
sideration. When God first looked upon 
His glorious work of creation. He con- 
sidered it separately, and as a whole, and 
pronounced it to be very good. * God saw 
every thing He had made, and behold it 
was very good.' But how changed is it 
now ! Truly we may say, in the words of 
Scripture, * The whole creation groaneth/ 
Sin entered into the world by Adam's fall, 
and a great deal is implied in the solemn 
question, ^What is this that thou hast 
done?' This was asked by the great 
Creator of the woman He had formed. 
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What indeed had she done ? She had 
looked on the forbidden fruit, she ^ saw it 
was good for food, and pleasant to the 
eyes, and a tree to be desired to make one 
wise,' so, having listened to Satan, who 
would have her beheve that God would 
not really fulfil his threat, if she did taste 
of it, she * took of the fruit, and did eat, 
and gave also unto her husband with her, 
and he did eat/ 

Oh, Adam, oh, Eve, how could you 
listen to the advice of that subtle deceiver ? 
What fearful consequences were the result. 
^ For, as by one man sin entered into the 
world and death by sin, so death passed 
upon aU men, for that all have sinned' (Rom. 
V. 12). Yes, death to the soul, as well as to 
the body. I mean spiritual death, death 
to all holiness, and purity, and peace, and 
happiness ! death to aU goodness. Man is 
indeed * very far gone from original right- 
eousness, and is of his own nature inclined 
to evil' ' There is none that understand- 
eth, there is none that seeketh after God ; 
they are aU gone out of the way, they are 
altogether become unprofitable, there is 
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none that doeth good, no, not one ' (Rom. 
iii 2). These words of Scripture axe con- 
firmed by daily experience, and our indi- 
vidual lives are visible proofs of the truth 
of the statements. 

See the infant in its mothers arms, 
crying and passionately striving to obtain 
the object of its own wishes ; as soon as it 
is bom, going astray. See man, when 
fully grown ; he loves darkness rather than 
light. He has indeed sought out many 
inventions. But we need not go either to 
the infant or the man, to prove that the 
mind of every one is fully bent on doing 
evil, for if we look into our own hearts, 
we see how * when we would do good evil 
is present' (Rom. vii. 21), and thus we 
feel an answer to the question put to Eve 
by God Almighty, ' What is this that thou 
hast done ? ' 

What a warning voice is echoed fi:om 
the garden of Eden not to look at forbidden 
objects, not to question God's commands, 
not to listen to Satan's persuasion. One 
step in sin is never taken, without many 
steps following ; though we may obtain the 
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object of our wishes, and the pleasures of 
sin, yet, let us remember, they axe only 
for * a season ; ' at last they bite like a 
serpent, and sting like an adder. 

Let us learn from the sad example of 
our first parents, to keep as far from tempta- 
tion as possible. Let us avoid even the 
^ appearance of evil,' and let us remember 
the counsel of Solomon, * If sinners entice 
thee, consent thou not/ Then, trusting in 
God to keep us, we may rest assured that 
no temptation will overtake us, but what 
we shall be enabled to bear, and that with 
every temptation God will make a way for 
us to escape. While those who go them- 
selves into temptation, cannot look for 
deliverance from evil. 

Let our prayer be, 'Lead me not into 
temptation,' and let us be careful not to 
run into temptation. 
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EoMANS, V. 12-15. 

TT7HEKEF0KE, as by one man sin entered into the 
^ ^ world, and death by sin ; and so death passed upon 
all men, for that all have sinned : for imtil the law sin was 
in the world : but sin is not imputed when there is no law. 
Nevertheless death reigned from Adam to Moses, even 
over them that had not sinned after the similitude of 
Adam's transgression, who is the figure of him that was to 
come. But not as the offence, so also is the free gift. For 
if through the offence of one many be dead, much more 
the grace of God, and the gift by grace, which is by one 
man, Jesus Christ, hath abounded imto many. 



Recovery by Jesus Christ. 

May the Holy Spirit lead us to Jesus Christ 

for salvation. 

This moming we read of the ruin of man 
by Adam, let us now consider the recovery 
of man by Jesus Christ. 

Adam's disobedience brought death ipto 
the world ; Jesus Christ's obedience brought 
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life, for *the gift of Grod is eternal life, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.' He paid 
the penalty of our sins. He shed His hlood 
to cleanse us from all sin. 

* He bore our sins upon the cross, 
And our full ransom paid.' 

So that * whosoever believeth in Him shall 
not perish, but have everlasting life/ 

We should have been lost if Jesus had 
not died to save us. He died that we 
might live. He perfectly obeyed God's 
law that He might claim a reward for us. 
So, God forgives our sins, because His 
blessed Son suffered the punishment in- 
stead of us, and gives us the kingdom of 
heaven, because the Lord Jesus pin:chased 
it for us, by His perfect obedience. 

Thus our salvation is entirely for Jesus 
Christ's sake. It is free to all, it is open 
for all, it is offered to alL Have we ac- 
cepted it ? Do we feel the blessing of 
having a Saviour; or are we satisfied with 
hearing of His great salvation, without 
laying claim to it for oin:selves? Unless 
we can each say, * Jesus is my Saviour,' 
we do not know His preciousness. Unless 
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we can say, ^ Jesus is my Saviour/ we have 
our own sins to answer for. It is not 
enough to acknowledge that * Christ Jesils 
came into the world to save sinners/ but 
we must each earnestly pray, *Lord, save 
Tne,^ this will prove that we really believe 
that we are lost, and that He can save us. 
Then will the blessed Saviour stretch forth 
His hand to help us. He will shed His 
love abroad in our hearts by the power of 
the Holy Ghost, and will turn us. away 
from our sins, for no one can ever be saved 
in their sins. 

When we go to the Lord Jesus Christ 
in real sincerity, He not only forgives us 
the past, but He helps us for the future. 
He saves us from the power of sin, as well 
as from the punishment of sin. He makes 
us hate sin, and though it often tries us, it 
does not rule us. No, sin does not reign 
in a believer's heart, though it often strives 
for the mastery; but grace reigns, and helps 
us to overcome sin. The sincere Christian 
cannot love the sin which crucified his dear 
Saviour, and the more he loves his Saviour, 
the more will he strive to put down all evil 
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tempers, and pride, and selfishness, and 
whatever is contrary to the life of Jesus. 
Do we know anything of this warfare ? If 
Jesus Christ is our Saviour, we do ; for, 
where He reigns, sin caonot reign, and, 
while we are in this world, our sinful nature 
wiU be always tempting us to do wrong, 
and there is a constant struggle in the 
heart of the Christian between good and 
evil ; but those who have the Lord Jesus 
Christ as their Saviour will find Him ready 
to help when they call upon Him ; and they 
will be ^ more than conqueror through Him 
that loved them/ 

In heaven, sin will not enter, and, in 
that endless life of glory and happiness, we 
shaU cast our crowns before the Throne, and 
worship Him, ^ who loved us and washed us 
from our sins in His own blood.' We shall 
then know the full value of our Saviour's 
redemption. Oh ! let not one of us slight 
His offers of salvation, but let our life, as 
well as our lips, say, ^ Thanks be unto God, 
for His unspeakable gift.' 



WEEK.] TUESDAY MORNING. 15 



®ms!trag p;0rmit0, 



John, iii. 1-21. 

^ILKKE was a man of the Pharisees, named Nicodemus, 
■*- a ruler of the Jews: the same came to Jesus by 
night, and said unto him, Eabbi, we know that thou art a 
teacher come from God : for no man can do these miracles 
that thou doest except God be with him. Jesus answered 
and said unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee. Except 
a man be bom again he cannot see the kingdom of God. 
Nicodemus saith unto him. How can a man be bom when 
he is old ? can he enter the second time into his mother's 
womb, and be bom ? Jesus answered. Verily, verily, I say 
imto thee. Except a man be bom of water and of the Spirit, 
he cannot enter into the kingdom of God. That which is 
bom of the flesh is flesh; and that which is bom of the 
Spirit is spirit. Marvel not that I said unto thee. Ye must 
be bom again. The wind bloweth where it listeth, and 
thou hearest the sound thereof, but canst not tell whence it 
Cometh and whither it goeth : so is every one that is bom 
of the Spirit. Nicodemus answered and said imto him, 
How can these things be ? Jesus answered and said unto 
him, Art thou a master of Israel, and knowest not these 
things? Verily, verily, I say imto thee. We speak that 
we do know, and testify that we have seen ; and ye receive 
not our witness. If I have told you earthly things, and ye 
believe not, how shall ye believe if I tell you of heavenly 
things ? And no man hath ascended up to heaven, but he 



16 DAILY LESSONS. [first 

that came down from heaven, even the Son of man which 
is in heaven. And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the 
wilderness, even so must the Son of man be lifted up : that 
whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have 
eternal life. For God so loved the world, that he gave his 
only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should 
not perish but have everlasting life. For God sent not his 
Son into the world to condenm the world, but that the 
world through him might be saved. He that believeth on 
him is not condemned: but he that believeth not is con- 
demned already, because he hath not believed in the name 
of the only begotten Son of God. And this is the con- 
demnation, that light is come into the world, and men loved 
darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil. 
For every one that doeth evil hateth the light, neither 
Cometh to the light, lest his deeds should be reproved. But 
he that doeth truth cometh to the light, that his deeds may 
be made manifest that they are wrought in God. 



The New Bhith. 
May we he horn again hy the Holy Spirit. 

Having learnt the ruin of man by Adam, 
the recovery of man by Jesus Christ, we 
will now dwell upon the renewal of man by 
the Holy Ghost. For though we are par- 
doned for Jesus Christ's sake, and His per- 
fect righteousness gives us our claim to the 
kingdom of heaven, yet we ourselves must 
be fitted for heaven. We are bom with 
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sinftil natures, and are children deserving 
God's wrath. When we are bom again, 
we are no longer children of wrath, but 
children of grace. We are made one with 
Jesus Christ. His punishment is put to 
our account, so we are pardoned : His good- 
ness is put to our account, so we are en- 
titled to heaven. Our own sinful nature is 
changed by the power of the Holy Ghost, 
and thus we are bom again, we are created 
anew in Christ Jesus, we have new desires, 
new motives, new thoughts. This is being 
bom of the Spirit ; our first real heartfelt 
prayer is a sign of our spiritual life. Nico- 
demus, though a master in Israel, could not 
understand how such a change could be 
wrought. Our Saviour condescended to 
explain the* mysterious truth, by pointing 
to the wind, which cannot be seen, but is 
known by its ejffecta * So is every one that 
is bom of the Spirit.' A converted person 
is a person thus changed This world is no 
longer the chief object of afiection. Christ 
has taken up His abode in that heart, melt- 
ing it with His love, humbling it by His 
power, conforming it to His own image, by 
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the renewing of the Holy Ghost. Have we 
experienced that change ? Do we hate sin ? 
Do we love and strive after holiness ? Do 
we delight in prayer and praise ? These 
are some of the marks of being bom again» 
Every converted person has * the witness in 
himself/ He feels he is a sinner, and rests 
his hopes for salvation on the promise that 
* Christ Jesus came into the world to save 
sinners/ this is the inward witness of every 
child of God to himself, and the witness to 
others is a holy life, which proves to those 
around that God is fitting him for heaven. 
Are we known by our outward life, and by 
our inward witness to be the children of 
God ? K we are, let us be encouraged to 
persevere in our prayers and our efforts, 
remembering that it is promised * He which 
hath begun a good work shall perform it.' 

K we have not yet been turned fron 
darkness to light, if we are still careles 
about our souls, let us stop and conside 
let us think and pray, for, imless we a 
bom of Gt)d, we shall never live with Goc 
unless we live to please God on earth ^ 
shall not dwell with God in heaven. 
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Cmstrag ^bmirtQ. 



2 Corinthians, v. 10-21. 

T?OE we must all appear before the judgment-seat of 
-■- Christ ; that every one may receive the things done in 
his body, according to that he hath done, whether it be 
good or bad. Knowing,^ therefore, the terror of the Lord, 
we persuade men : but we are made manifest unto God ; 
and I trust, also, are made manifest in your consciences. 
For we commend not ourselves again unto you, but give 
you occasion to glory on our behalf, that ye may have 
somewhat to answer them which glory in appearance, and 
not in heart. For whether we be beside ourselves, it is to 
God : or whether we be sober, it is for your cause. For 
the love of Christ constraineth us ; because we thus judge, 
that if one died for all, then were all dead : and that he 
died for all, that they which live should not henceforth live 
unto themselves, but unto him which died for them, and 
rose again. "Wherefore henceforth know we no man after 
the flesh: yea, though we have known Christ after the 
flesh, yet now henceforth know we him no more. There- 
fore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old 
things are passed away; behold, all things are become new. 
And all things are of God, who hath reconciled us to 
himself by Jesus Christ, and hath given to us the ministry 
of reconciliation; to wit, that God was in Christ, recon- 
ciling the world unto himself, not imputing their trespa&e^^ 
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unto them ; and hath committed unto us the word of recon- 
ciliation. Now, then, we are ambassadors for Christ, as 
though God did beseech you by us: we pray you in Christ's 
stead, be ye reconciled to God. For he hath made him to 
be sin for us, who knew no sin ; that we might be made 
the righteousness of God in him. 



The effects of being Born Again. 

May the fruits of the Holy Spirit appear 

in our life. 

Our Saviour's teaching to Nicodemus, on 
being, bom again, is confirmed by St. Paul 
in these verses, and we learn how the love 
of Christ, in dying to save sinners, con- 
strained him to preach, urging men to re- 
pent. For, knowing that we must all 
appear before the judgment-seat of Christ, 
to give account of all that we have done, 
he tries to persuade men, telling them of 
God's great mercy in providing a Saviour 
who took man's sin and suffered for it ; so, 
God is reconciled to man through His dear 
Son, whom He gave up, out of love for 
sinners, and now all that is wanted is for 
man to be reconciled to God. St. Paul is 
inspired by God to write His message of 
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entreaty for iis, jiist as he preached it to 
the Corinthians, and says to us, * I pray you 
in Christ's stead be ye reconciled to God/ 
He reminds us of all that Christ did for us, 
— how He died for us, that we might live 
for ever. He shows how such a sacrifice, 
and such love, should stir us up to live no 
longer to ourselves, but to Him, and then 
he adds, that those who do thus live to Him, 
know Him and others no longer after the 
flesh; that is, they know Him iq a very 
different way to what they did before ; they 
had long heard of Him as a Saviour, but 
now they know Him as their Saviour ; they 
knew their relations and friends with earthly 
knowledge, but now they look deeper, and 
their souls are the chief object of interest. 
Is this the case with us ? We have long 
known Christ by the hearing of the ear, 
but have we taken Him into our hearts ? 
If we have, then He dwells in us, and we 
dwell in Him. *Our life is hid with Christ 
in God,' and we have new desires, new aims, 
new hopes ; for the life of Christ makes us 
alive to all that is good and holy. The Hobf 
Spirit awakens in us keaveivi^ xe,'e»cJs^3^^<3'cs»^ 
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and enables us to bring the same to good 
effect ; thus we are new creatures. He holds 
up the likeness of our blessed Saviour, and 
shows us how far we are from perfection. 
This makes us value His atonement, and 
urges us to pray for more help to lead a 
holy life. The Holy Spirit is ever ready to 
work in us, to will and to do. His fruits 
are seen iii our daily conduct. We not 
only talk of religion, but we act. The spirit 
of holy love influences our deeds, as well as 
our words. Henceforth we know no man 
with merely worldly and earthly feelings, 
but we know aU as fellow-sinners, we feel 
for their infirmities, we love them for 
Christ's sake ; and while we seek to recom- 
mend religion to them by our own kindness, 
and gentleness, and forbearance, and right 
conduct, we do our utmost to urge them to 
be reconciled to God. 

Now is this our character ? Are we new 
creatures ? Does Christ live in us ? And 
does His life of holiness appear in our daily 
life? 

Are we lights in the world? Do we 
shine by our good works, that God may be 
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glorified, or are we still unchanged, satis- 
fied with a name of respectability, a form 
of godliness, alive to this world's interests, 
but dead to God ? 

Oh ! if such be our case, St. Paul's words 
speak loudly, — *Be ye reconciled to God,* 
let us pray, * Create in me a clean heart, O 
God, and renew a right spirit within me ;' 
for when we have a new heart, we experi- 
ence the happy change of * old things pass- 
ing away, and all things becoming new/ 



24 DAILY LESSONS. [fieot 



Wit)mt%)5Vi^ gtornmg, 



PSAUC i. 



TILESSED is the man that walketh not in the counsel of 
-^ the ungodly, nor standeth in the way of sinners, nor 
sitteth in the seat of the scornful. But his delight is in 
the law of the Lord ; and in his law doth he meditate day 
and night. And he shall he like a tree planted hy the 
rivers of water, that hringeth forth his fruit in his season : 
his leaf also shall not wither; and whatsoever he doeth 
shall prosper. The ungodly are not so : hut are Uke the 
chaff which the wind driveth away. Therefore the ungodly 
shall not stand in the judgment, nor sinners in the congre- 
gation of the righteous. For the Lord knoweth the way 
of the righteous : hut the way of the imgodly shall perish. 



The Godly considered. 

May the Holy Spirit impress this subject 

upon our hearts. 

This psalm begins with a blessing. If onr 
character answers to that of the godly, to 
whom it is given, then the blessing is ours. 
Let us notice the marks of the godly, for in 
this short psalm we are told that the godly are 
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maxked by what they avoid, and what they 
cherisL They avoid bad company, or any- 
thing that would lead to it, fearing all 
approach to evil through any dealings with 
8iBful books, or sinful plax^es. They know, 
if they would be kept from harm, they 
muBt keep out of harm's way, so that, unless 
duty obliges, they have no interco\u*se with 
those who make a mock at sin and despise 
what is good. They never join in their 
feasts, or accompany them in their parties of 
pleasure, fearing the beginning of a friend- 
ship with any one, who is not a friend of 
God They walk not in the counsel of the 
ungodly, they do not take the opinion of the 
ungodly as their guide, they stand not in 
the way of sinners, they do not seek or lay 
wait for such intercourse, they do not sit in 
the seat of the scornful ; no, if we begin to 
hold feUowship with ungodly people, we 
shall soon ceaae to shrink from their sins, 
and it wiU end in our becoming one of 
them ; so, the godly avoid the first step to 
friendship with the wicked, and, by keep- 
ing out of the way of sinners, they are 
not tempted to sit down among them. 
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Now what do they cherish? They seek 
good company and good books. The best 
of books is their dehght, for by it God 
speaks to man. The godly dehght in hear- 
ing its precious truths, they think of them 
by day and night. When temptation or 
distress arises, the Holy Spirit brings a 
message from God from its pages, to check 
sin and to reUeve sorrow. The effect of all 
this is, that the godly flourish and bear fruit, 
* like a tree planted by the rivers of water.* 
In the country where the Psalmist Uved, 
the great heat, and want of rain, made it 
necessary that trees should be planted by 
rivers or water-courses, otherwise they 
would soon die. Now trees, in these well- 
watered parts, may be likened to those who 
have the advantages of public and family 
worship, and these are blessings which every 
one ought to value, for it is through these 
outward means of grace that God's Holy 
Spirit generally refreshes the souL Thus 
the leaf does not wither ; that is, the out- 
ward profession is kept fresh, and the tree 
is nourished to bear fruit. With the godly 
the leaf never withers ; the fiery heat of 
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persecution does not parch it, nor do the 
storms of adversity destroy it. No, the 
godly looks through ordinances to the God 
of ordinances, and the trials of this life, 
only make him go more boldly to a 
throne of grace, to obtain help in time of 
need; so his leaf, or his profession, does 
not wither, and the fruit follows, it comes 
in its * season/ 

Such people are blessed, says the 
Psalmist, and whatsoever they do shall 
prosper. We are ready to exclaim. Surely 
this is a mistake. Are not losses and 
crosses the portion of the godly in many 
cases ? True, replies the searcher of divine 
truth, if we only look at the present, but 
God would have us look into eternity. He 
may afflict the body to benefit the soul, the 
present light affliction is to work a far more 
exceeding weight of glory, the present loss 
is to lead to future gain ; and such are the 
blessings of trial, even in this life, that with 
St. Paul we may say, *We know that all 
things work together for good to them that 
love God,' so that, when with the Patriarch 
Jacob, we are ready to exclaim, * All these 
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things axe against me/ they may be the 
very tiuning-point of our happiness and 
prosperity. The godly are watched over by 
a special Providence, and what they do the 
Lord makes it to prosper. Even their un- 
intentional mistakes are over-ruled for good, 
when the desire has been to act rightly, for 
the soul prospers even by that humbling, 
which keeps the body low, while Almighty 
strength is given to meet every affliction. 

Are we among the godly? We may 
have Christian parents. Christian friends, a 
Christian name, and Christian privileges, 
but do we shrink from our own Christian 
profession at the Lord's Table, from fear of 
man ? If so, our leaf will not be greei^ 
I mean our profession will not be that 
fresh, healthy, sincere proof that the heart 
is right. * The fear of man bringeth a snare.' 
Oh ! let us look away from man, and let us 
look to God. We need not fear making a 
profession, for if we are sincere in oiu* desire 
to serve Him, He will meet us with a blessing, 
and while, with joy, we ^ draw water from the 
wells of salvation,' our fruit will be unto holi- 
J2ess, and the end will be everlastiag life. 
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je!trnjes!trag ^kning. 



Psalm i. 

BLESSED is the man that walketh not in the counsel of 
the ungodly, nor standeth in the way bf sinners, nor 
sitteth in the seat of the scornful. But his delight is in 
the law of the Lord ; and in his law doth he meditate day 
and night. And he shall he like a tree planted hy the 
rivers of water, that hringeth forth his fruit in his season : 
his leaf also shall not wither; and whatsoever he doeth 
shall prosper. The ungodly are not so : hut are like the 
chaff which the wind driveth away. Therefore the ungodly 
shall not stand in the judgment, nor sinners in the congre- 
gation of the righteous. For the Lord knoweth the way 
of the righteous : hut the way of the ungodly shall perish. 



The Ungodly considered. 

May the Holy Spirit turn us from sin^ and 
give us the blessing of the righteous. 

In the morning we studied the character of 
the righteous, now let us turn to the latter 
portion of this psalm. 

What a contrast is the ungodly I 

' They are like the cWS: i:>cifci ^^^ 
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worthless in Gods sight. They make a 
show ; indeed, they often seem to take the 
lead before the godly. Like the chaff which 
is so much seen when the com is being 
winnowed, that the grain is scarcely noticed. 
But what comes of the chaff? * The wind 
driveth it away/ and just so will it be with 
the ungodly at the last day. They will not 
be able to stand in the judgment. *They 
i would not accept the Lord Jesus Christ as 
their Saviour in this world, so they will not 
have Him to plead their cause in the next 
world. ^Depart from me, I never knew 
you,' are the words they will hear addressed 
to them. 

They never asked in prayer for God's 
Holy Spirit to fit them for heaven, so there 
is no other place for them but the fire, 
which never shall be quenched. 

Those who are not prepared for heaven 
when they live, can never expect to live in 
heaven when they die. Oh ! how solemn 
are the words, * The ungodly shall perish ! ' 
But let us look at the end of the righteous, 
^ The Lord knows the way of the righteous.' 
He knows every wish to do right, every 
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effort to check what is wrong. He knows 
every desire to submit to His will, every 
struggle against besetting sin. He knows 
every wish of the heart, for He understands 
the thoughts afar off, and discerns the least 
germ of good. He also knows every trial 
of station. He knows all circiunstances, and 
the affliction in mind, body, or estate. Yes, 
* the Lord knoweth the way of the righteous,' 
and He approves of the way. He also 
knows the end of the way ; for at the last 
great Day, when we shall all appear before 
the judgment-seat of Christ, to give account 
of the deeds done in the body, will every 
humble follower of the Lord Jesus, hear 
this joyfdl sentence pronounced, * Well done, 
good and faithful servant, enter thou into 
the joy of thy Lord.' This is the end of the 
righteous. 

Let us each decide for ourselves to which 
class we belong. Are we among the godly 
or the ungodly ? Let us ponder it alone, 
and let us each pray. Lord Jesus, save me, 
or I shall perish. Make me holy by Thy 
Spirit's help, for I wish to be blessed. 
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C^rstrag glnrmng^ 



John, xv. 1-7. 

T AM the true vine, and my Father is the husbandman. 
-^ Every branch in me that beareth not fruit he taketh 
away ; and every branch that beareth fruit he purgeth it, 
that it may bring forth more fruit. Now ye are clean 
through the word which I have spoken unto you. Abide 
in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of 
itself, except it abide in the vine ; no more can ye, except 
ye abide in me. I am the vine, ye are the branches : he 
that abideth in me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth 
much fruit : for without me ye can do nothing. If a man 
abide not in me, he is cast forth as a branch, and is withered ; 
and men gather them, and cast them into the fire, and they 
are burned. If ye abide in me, and my words abide in 
you, ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall be done imto 
you. 

On Union with Christ. 

May the Holy Spirit unite us to Christ, and 
open our hearts to receive this truth. 

Our Saviour's lessons were generally taken 

from objects around, therefore, when He 

wished to teach the union between Himself 

and His people, He pointed to the vine, 
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which is a common tree in the country 
where our blessed Lord lived on earth, and 
He said, *I am the true vine, and my 
Father is the husbandman, I am the vine, 
ye are the branches/ We all know that 
the life of a branch depends upon the tree ; 
for the sap rises from the root, and flows up, 
through the main stem, to every branch, and 
even to the smallest twig. If a branch is 
broken, and tied ever so firmly to the tree, 
yet unless it is grafted into it, so that the 
sap from the tree can flow through it, there 
will be no Hfe. There is no sap in a branch, 
but what it receives from the tree; so, it 
ceases to flourish and bear fruit when separ- 
ated from it. And just, in like manner, does 
the life of a Christian depend upon Christ. 
There may be the name of a Christian at- 
tached to those who are joined to Him by 
profession, but there will be no Christianity, 
unless we are united to Christ by the en- 
grafting power of the Holy Spirit, making 
us one in heart with Him ; for we can no 
more bring forth holy fruits without His 
help, than a branch can bear grapes that is 
not joined to the vine. 



34 DAILY LESSONS. [first 

Our blessed Saviour's own words are, 
* Without Me ye can do notliing/ that 
means, we can do nothing pleasing in His 
sight. We may be honest, and true, and 
kind, and diligent, for our own satisfaction, 
and for this world's credit ; but, not till we 
are united to Christ shall we bring forth 
Christian fruits, nor, till our life is hid in 
Christ, will Christ's life of holiness appear 
in us. Thus we learn, that all our goodness 
depends upon God's work in us. God gives 
us the will, and works with us, when we put 
forth our own efforts to do His will The 
good thought, the good wish, the good, re- 
solve, all this proceeds from God. It is the 
grace of the Holy Spirit prompting us to 
do right, and is what St. Paul refers to, 
when he says, * Quench not the Spirit.' This 
inward work of the Spirit, imparting to us 
the life of Christ, is like the sap, which is 
not seen, but gives life to the branches. 
Life is not enough in a branch, there must 
be fruit, if the branch is to be allowed to 
grow on the tree. In the same way, there 
must be more than the name of a Christian, 
and the talk and profession of Christianity, 
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if we would not be cut off from the Saviour. 
Yes, there must be finiit; good thoughts 
must be carried into action, good wishes 
must lead to good deeds, and that Divine 
power, which first breathed the good desire, 
is ready to help us, to bring the same to 
good effect. The inward voice which speaks 
through a sermon, through a friend, through 
an affliction, through a blessing, should not 
be slighted; or, like the sap which does not 
flow freely in cold weather, these tokens of 
inward life will become more and more 
feeble, till at last they wOl be withdrawn, 
and the branch will feel them no longer — ^it 
is dead ! 

But, it is not always that a branch is 
allowed to remain on the tree till it withers ; 
no, sometimes we see a luxuriant branch 
cut down, and the gardener tells us the 
reason ; there was no sign of fruit. Thus 
it is God often cuts off merely professing 
Christians, in the midst of health, and 
every blessing, and even whUe the persons 
acknowledge with their lips, that they 
know the gracious Giver. The profession 
of the lips is right, but it is not enough ; 
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there must be fruit, or the branch will be 
removed sooner or later. 

Now, as on the same tree, there are 
fruitful and imfruitftil branches, so in the 
world, there are godly and imgodly people, 
as we read in the 1st Psalm, There may 
be some of each in the same family, attend- 
ing the same place of worship ; one brings 
forth frxiit unto God, the other is described 
by the prophet Hosea, as bringing forth 
fr:uit ^ unto himself J Which are we doing ? 
Let our conscience answer. If we have 
hitherto been careless when God has spoken 
by His Spirit, let us be so no longer, but 
let us attend to His voice, and pray for 
grace to obey its call 

God helps those who help themselves, 
and it is a great comfort to feel that our 
power to do good does not depend on man, 
but on God, who giveth liberally to all who 
ask, prompting us to do right, and then 
working with us when we try our utmost. 

Feeling our life for God must come 
from God, let us pray that God will daily 
increase in us His heavenly grace, and as 
the branches cling to the vine, may we 
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cling to the Lord Jesus Christ, and own 
our dependence upon Him, rejoicing that 
He has promised, * If ye abide in me, and 
my words abide in you, ye shall ask what 
ye will, and it shall be done imto yoiL* 
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Cl^ttrstrag €hmmQ. 



John, xv. 8-16. 

TTEBEIN is my Father glorified, that ye bear much 
-■-^ fruit: so shall ye be my disciples. As the Father 
hath loved me, so have I loved you : continue ye in my 
love. If ye keep my commandments, ye shall abide in my 
love : even as I have kept my Father's commandments, and 
abide in his love. These things have I spoken unto you, 
that my joy might remain in you, and that your joy might 
be fulL This is my conmiandment. That ye love one an- 
other, as I have loved you. Greater love hath no man 
than thiis, that a man lay down his life for his friends. Ye 
are my friends, if ye do whatsoever I command you. 
Henceforth I call you not servants ; for the servant know- 
eth not what his lord doeth : but I have called you friends; 
for all things that I have heard of my Father I have made 
known unto you. Ye have not chosen me, but I have 
chosen you, and ordained you, that ye should go and bring 
forth fruit, and that your fruit should remain ; that what- 
soever ye shall ask of the Father in my name, he may give 
it you. 

Trials sent to benefit us. 

May the Holy Spirit open our hearts to 

receive this truth. 

We have considered the union of Christ 
with His people, as likened to the vine 
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and the branches. Let us now observe 
the manner in which the Husbandman 
treats the fruitful branches. Where He 
sees a little fruit, He takes pains with the 
branch that bears it, as we read this morn- 
ing, verse 2. 

Look at the gardener, climbing the 
ladder with his knife in hand ; watch him 
cut off the leaves that shade the sun from 
the fixiit ; notice how he nips off a spray- 
here, and a twig there, and even removes 
some of the grapes. Why is aU this ? but 
that the fruit may be large and abundant. 
So it is with the Christian, he is not left to 
himself. His very trials are a proof that 
God is taking pains with him. Perhaps 
He stops him in some promising scheme, or 
He cuts off his health, or his wealth, or his 
opportunities of advancement, or He takes 
away one of his family or friends. And 
why is this ? but that the Christian may 
bring forth more fruit. God ^doth not 
willingly afflict, nor grieve the children of 
men;' but where He sees love almost shaded 
by idolatry. He cuts off that withering 
spray, which was keeping the bright Sun 
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of Righteousness from shining with hea- 
venly love, and so the Christian is bereaved 
of that dear idol of his heart, and love to 
God and man is more shed abroad ; or 
again, God may see the fruits of gentleness 
and goodness almost drooping under fear 
of man ; so God cuts off fame ; then how 
beautifiilly do gentleness and goodness 
appear, clustered round with added fruits 
of bold confidence, and true faith in God. 
Yes, losses are gains, when' it is our Hea- 
venly Father who takes, for He only takes 
what we are better without. Like the 
clever gardener. He only prunes to benefit. 
If we look in the Bible, at God's holy 
people of old, we shall hear them aU ac- 
knowledge that trial was a blessing ; for 
David's words are the feeling of one and 
all, ^ It is good for me that I have been 
aflflicted.' And though ^ no chastening for 
the present is joyous but grievous ; yet 
afterward it yieldeth the peaceable fruits 
of righteousness, in them that are exercised 
thereby.' So says St. Paul ; and St. Peter 
bids us not to think it strange concerning 
the Berjr trial which tries the Christian, as 
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^ though some strange thing had happened/ 
knowing the design is not judgment, but 
mercy. 

The end of all the Lord's dealings with 
His people is love, and * though He cause 
grief, yet will He have compassion accord- 
ing to the multitude of His tender mercies/ 
The fruit-bearing branch is cherished, 
watched over, and cared for ; every pains is 
taken to make its fruit choice and abimd- 
ant while due care is exercised in gather- 
ing the fruit, that it may be preserved. 
And thus it is with the Christian, he is 
not only fruitful in his life, but God 
designs that he should so act, that his 
works may remain to benefit others, and 
speak for the glory of God. Yes, and all 
good frnits will remain long after this 
world is burnt up ; for thus saith the 
Scriptures; ^Blessed are the dead which 
die in the Lord, they rest from their labours, 
and their works do follow them.* 

May we be fruitftd branches of Christ 
the true Vine then will our fruit remain, 
to show forth the praise of the great Hua- 
bandman^ ior ever and ever. \^ out ^^^\:t^ 
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to bring forth fruit of good living? Do 
we work not for time only, but also for 
eternity? Do we aim at being fruitful 
branches of Christ the true Vine ? Do we 
wish and try to adorn the doctrine of God 
our Saviour in all things ? If we do, then 
our works will remain ; and when we are 
entered into our rest, we shall still be 
remembered. 

* Yes, but remembered by what we have done.' 
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Psalm xxiii. 

n^HE Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want. He maketh 
-*• me to lie down in green pastures : he leadeth me 
beside the still waters. He restoreth my soul : he leadeth 
me in the paths of righteousness for his name's sake. Yea, 
though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, 
I will fear no evil : for thou art with me ; thy rod and thy 
staff they comfort me. Thou preparest a table before me 
in the presence of mine enemies : thou anointest my head 
with oil: my cup runneth over. Surely goodness and 
mercy shall follow me all the days of my life : and I will 
dwell in the house of the Lord for ever. 



Christ, the Good Shepherd, our 

Guardian. 

May the Holy Spirit teach us this precious 

truth for our comfort. 

The voice of God speaks through the in- 
strumentality of man, and the writers of 
the Bible show their own characters, while 
they spake ^as they were moved by the 
Holy Ghost.' David was a shepherd be- 
fore he was a king, and he knew all that 
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was required, in order that the sheep might 
be well cared for. 

In the country where David lived, there 
are neither hedges nor walls, so a shepherd 
is needed to keep the sheep from wander- 
ing. Again, there is so Httle rain, that the 
grass is soon parched, and the brooks soon 
dry, therefore a shepherd is needed to lead 
the sheep from place to place, along green 
pastures, and by still water. Then at 
night they cannot be left, lest wild beasts 
attack and devour them ; so a shepherd's 
duties are needed by night, as well as by 
day — by day to feed them, and by night 
to guard them. A shepherd's office is one 
of anxiety and constant watchfulness, as 
Jacob describes his lot when he kept 
Laban's sheep : ^ In the day the drought 
consumed me, and the frost by night ; and 
my sleep departed from mine eyes.' David 
was a shepherd equally devoted to his flock ; 
and we read how he risked his own life, 
in rescuing a lamb from a lion and a bear. 
Therefore, when he would express the ever 
watchful loving care of the Lord, he calls 
J3im a Siepherd, and says, *The Lord 



WEEK.] FBJDAT MORNING. 46 

is my Shepherd, I shall not want/ If 
we can say with David, *The Lord is my 
Shepherd,' then our hearts will be both 
cheered and set at rest, with the assurance 
of constant care, for no good' thing will be 
withheld; we shall be led along green 
pastures, and by still waters. We may be 
prevented from going into paths which 
looked pleasant, but we may be sure there 
is a hidden snare, a poisonous plant, or a 
secret enemy, if a hindrance prevents our 
carrying out the wished-for track. The 
Shepherd does not keep his sheep from 
what will really nourish and refresh them ; 
and God does not keep His people from 
what will really benefit them. Let us 
think of this, and it will quiet our restless 
minds. Feeling, * the Lord is my Shepherd 
I shall not want,' we shall be content with 
such things as we have ; and, by staying 
our minds upon Him, we shall be kept in 
peace. Even when the dark night of death 
comes, if the Lord is our Shepherd, we 
shall be able to say, *I will fear no evil, 
for Thou art with me.' He never leaves^ 
never forsakes. No wonder D^Vv^ e«>S^$v. 



■* 
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exclaim, as he thought of the Lord's care 
of him in life and death, * Surely goodness 
and mercy shall follow me all the days of 
my life, and I will dwell in the house of 
the Lord for ever/ Yes, goodness and 
mercy for life^ following him whether he 
was a shepherd or a king, and then rest 
for ever, in God's house above ; no more 
wanderings by day, no more fear by night, 
for in heaven there will be no sorrow, and 
no night. 

Can we rejoice in the Lord being our 
Shepherd? Do we like the places He 
chooses for us ? Do we rest quietly in His 
appointments, and do we trust Him for the 
future ? Do we like to lie down where the 
good Shepherd leads ? I mean, do we 
like to stay and enjoy the pasture ? When 
we go to the house of prayer where God 
feeds the soul, do we enjoy the pasture of 
His word, or are we longing for the service 
to be ended ? When sorely cast down by 
trial, do we refresh our spirits with living 
waters ? I mean, do we go to our Bibles 
for comfort ? Do we go to God in prayer 
br heart cheer ? or do we betake ourselves 
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to worldly places, and drown our troubles 
in that, which will only add to our sorrows ? 
It is God who restoreth the soul ; let us 
take oiu* sios and griefs to Him, and He 
will carry our burden and cheer our hearts. 
Let our resolve be, to keep close to the 
Lord, to dwell with Him. He will lead us 
in paths of righteousness now, and after 
death will receive us into glory. 
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Jfritrag ^teiitg. 



John, x. 1-16. 

T7EEILY, verily, I say unto you, He that entereth not 

^ by the door into the sheepf old, but cUmbeth up some 

other way, the same is a thief and a robber. But he that 

entereth in by the door is the shepherd of the sheep. To 

him the porter openeth ; and the sheep hear his voice : and 

he calleth his own sheep by name, and leadeth them out. 

And when he putteth forth his own sheep he goeth before 

them, and the sheep follow him : for they know his voice. 

And a stranger will they not follow, but will flee from him: 

for they know not the voice of strangers. This parable 

spake Jesus unto them: but they understood not what 

things they were which he spake unto them. Then said 

Jesus unto them again. Verily, verily, I say unto you, I 

am the door of the sheep. All that ever came before me 

are thieves and robbers : but the sheep did not hear them. 

I am the door : by me if any man enter in he shall be 

saved, and shall go in and out, and find pasture. The thief 

cometh not but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy : I 

am come that they might have life, and that they might 

have it more abundantly. I am the good shepherd: the 

good shepherd giveth his life for the sheep. But he that 

is an hireling, and not the shepherd, whose own the sheep 

are not, seeth the wolf coming, and leaveth the sheep, and 

fleeth: and the wolf catcheth them, and scattereth the 

ebeep. The hireling fleeth, because he is an hireling, and 
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caxeth not for the sheep. I am the good shepherd, and 
know my sheep, and am known of mine. As the Father 
knoweth me, even so know I the Father : and I lay down 
my life for the sheep. And other sheep I have, which 
are not of this fold: them also I must hring, and they 
shall hear my voice ; and there shall he one fold and one 
shepherd. 

The Sheep of the Good Shepherd. 

May the Holy Spirit impress on us the 
likeness of Christ's sheep. 

Having studied the character of the Good 
Shepherd, as set forth in the 23rd Psalm, 
it is very precious to read our Saviour s 
own words in the 10th of St. John : ' I am 
the Good Shepherd, the Good Shepherd 
giveth His life "for the sheep.' He not 
only watches them, feeds them, and cares 
for them, but lays down His life for them. 
The Good Shepherd is beautifully pictured 
in our blessed Saviour ; and the sheep is a 
very humbling likeness of ourselves. 

The sheep is always called a silly animal 
It never seems to know when it is safe 
and well cared for, but its proneness to 
stray is allowed by every one, and its not 
being able to find its way \)ac^, \s» ^5s5£i<^^ 

IE. 
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a proof of its natural weakness. It must 
therefore be sought, if it is to be recovered ; 
just one thing it does know, and that is the 
shepherd's voice ; knowing it, the sheep 
answers to it, by obeying the call, while it 
flees from the voice of a stranger ; feeling 
its safety depends upon the shepherd, it 
clings to him. 

Now, from beginning to end, sheep are 
a picture of poor sinners. In church we 
confess, that 'we have erred and strayed 
from God's ways like lost sheep ;' and the 
prophet Isaiah says, 'All we like sheep 
have gone astray.' We never should re- 
turn to God, if God did not go after us, 
and call us ; and oh, how sad is the case, 
when the Good Shepherd calls, but the 
sheep refuses to return ; listen to the words 
of the Lord in the book of Proverbs : 
'Because I have called, and ye reftised, I 
have stretched out my hand and no man 
regarded, they would none of my counsel, 
they despised aU my reproof, therefore they 
shall eat of the fruit of their own way,' 
and, we know, that will be bitter as worm- 
wood 
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But such are not really sheep of the 
Good Shepherd ; they prove by their con- 
duct that they are goats, which have entered 
the pasture ; for, all that are really of the 
flock are marked by their ears, and by 
their yee^. * My sheep hear my voice, they 
follow me,' says Christ, the heavenly Shep- 
herd. Are we thus marked ? When the 
Saviour calls by His Spirit through the 
Bible, through His ministers, through 
friends, through trials, through blessings, 
do we pause and listen ? Do we stop, and 
turn away from wicked devices? Do we 
flee from the voice of those who would lead 
us astray, and do we run to God in prayer ? 
If we thus hear, if we thus follow the Good 
Shepherd's call, then we may be encouraged 
to hope that we are marked as Christ's 
sheep, and we may be cheered by the 
assurance, that we shall be kept by night 
and day, for the Good Shepherd is ever 
watching His flock He gathers the lambs 
in His arms, and carries them 'in His 
bosom, and He promises, ' My sheep shall 
never perish, neither shall any pluck tha^ss. 
out of my hand.' 
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Let us pray with one of the old divines, 
^O Grood Shepherd of the sheep, lead us 
and feed ns, and then nothing shall be 
wanting in the place of the pasture of 
eternal lifa' 

*Keep me ever near Thy side,' is a 
short prayer that wUl be a help to us at 
all times; for, knowing how ready we are 
to stray from the right path, we feel our 
only safety is under the Shepherd's eye, so 
we shall constantly desire to be kept by 
Him,, The paths are tempting that lead 
out of the fold; but briars and thorns 
wound many a lost sheep, even after it has 
been recovered by the shepherd ; let us 
take warning, and keep out of temptation, 
if we would be delivered from evil 

* I was wandering and weary, 
When the Saviour came unto me, 
For the paths of sin grew dreary. 
And the world had ceased to woo me. 
And I thought I heard Him say, 

Chobus — As He came along the way, 

" Ye wand'ring souls, come near me, 
My sheep should never fear me, 
I am the Shepherd true." 
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* At first I would not hearken, 
And put off till to-morrow ; 
But life began to darken, 
And I was sick with sorrow, 
And I thought I heard Him say, 

Chobtjs. 

' At last I paused to listen, 
That voice could not deceive me ; 
I saw His kind eyes glisten. 
So anxious to relieve me, 
And Tm sure I heard Him say, 

Chobus. 

*' He bore me on His shoulder. 
And tenderly He brought me ; 
Then bade my love grow bolder. 
And said how He had sought me ; 
And I thought I heard Him say, 

CnoErs. 

< Let us do then, dearest brothers, 
What will best and longest please us, 
Follow not the ways of others. 
But give ourselves to Jesus ; 
If we follow on His way. 

We may always hear Him say, 
" Come, little flock, come near me, 
My sheep should never fear me, 
I am the Shepherd true." ' 
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Satutjtrag '^mxm%. 



Exodus, xvi. 11-30. 

AND the Lord spake unto Moses, saying, I have heard 
the murmurings of the children of Israel : speak unto 
them, saying, At even ye shall eat flesh, and in the morning 
ye shall be filled with bread ; and ye shall know that I am 
the Lord your God. And it came to pass, that at even the 
quails came up and covered the camp ; and in the morning 
the dew lay round about the host. And when the dew that 
lay was gone up, behold, upon the face of the wilderness 
there lay a small round thing, as small as the hoar frost on 
the ground. And when the children of Israel saw it, they 
said one to another. It is manna : for they wist not what it 
was. And Moses said unto them. This is the bread which 
the Lord hath given you to eat. This is the thing yrhich 
the Lord hath commanded. Gather of it every man ac- 
cording to his eating, an omer for every man, according to 
the number of your persons : take ye every man for them 
which are in his tents. And the children of Israel did so, 
and gathered, some more, some less. And when they did 
mete it with an omer, he that gathered much had nothing 
over, and he that gathered little had no lack ; they gathered 
every man according to his eating. And Moses said. Let 
no man leave of it till the morning. Notwithstanding they 
hearkened not unto Moses; but some of them left of it 
until the morning, and it bred worms, and stank: and 
Moses was wroth with them. And they gathered it every 
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morning, every man according to his eating ; and when the 
Bun waxed hot, it melted. And it came to pass, that on 
the sixth day they gathered twice as much hread, two omers 
for one man : and all the rulers of the congregation came 
and told Moses. And he said unto them. This is that 
which the Lord hath said. To-morrow is the rest of the holy 
sahbath unto the Lord : bake that which ye will bake to- 
day, and seethe that ye will seethe; and that which re- 
maineth over lay up for you, to be kept until the D;ioming. 
And they laid it up till the morning, as Moses bade ; and 
it did not stink, neither was there any worm therein. And 
Moses said, Eat that to-day ; for to-day is a sabbath unto 
the Lord : to-day ye shall not find it in the field. Six days 
ye shall gather it ; but on the seventh day, which is the 
sabbath, in it there shall be none. And it came to pass, 
that there went out some of the people on the seventh day 
for to gather, and they found none. And the Lord said 
imto Moses, How long refuse ye to keep my command- 
ments and my laws ? See, for that the Lord hath given 
you the sabbath, therefore he giveth you on the sixth day 
the bread of two days ; abide ye every man in his place, 
let no man go out of his place on the seventh day. So the 
people rested on the seventh day. 



Preparation for the Sabbath. 

May the Holy Spirit prepare our hearts for 

the morrow. 

God's ancient people, redeemed from slavery 
in Egypt, and led tlirough the wilderness 
to the land of Canaan, were a picture of 
ourselves, travelling through this world to 
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the heavenly Canaan. They had many 
laws to teach them holiness, and to point 
them to the blood of Jesus Christ, through 
sacrifices. These were no longer needed, 
when Jesus Christ gave Himself a sacrifice 
for the sins of the whole world. But the 
laws for teaching duty to God and our 
neighbour are stUl for our instruction, as 
the Saviour confirmed them by His own 
instruction ; we may therefore often gather 
a lesson for our guidance. Thus we may 
learn from the passage before us, to let 
Saturday be a preparation for Sunday. We 
know the Sabbath was appointed long be- 
fore there were any laws, therefore it is 
established for all time, and will never be 
done away with ; for in heaven, the one 
eternal Sabbath will be only like a con- 
tinuation of our imperfect worship here on 
Sunday. That the Israelites gathered, a 
double quantity of manna, and prepared 
their baking, &c., the day before the Sab- 
bath, shows how much more rest may be 
enjoyed on the Sunday, if week-day duties 
are advanced for the Sabbath, by being 
done before. 
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Let it be oiir rule, to do all tliat is 
possible to make the Sabbath a day holy 
to the Lord, and while some work is need- 
ful, to make the body able to enjoy its 
worship, let each in the family so endeavour, 
by Saturday's arrangements, to make it a 
day of rest. 

Enjoying the refreshment to body and 
soul, let us never allow worldly visiting to 
dishonour that day, which God has com- 
manded to be kept holy. Let our fiiends 
know, that our engagement to worship at 
Gk>d's house is not to be broken, except 
by sickness ; then, Sunday gatherings wiU 
never hinder us from thlt Uessi^^hich 
God promises to those who keep holy the 
Sabbath Day. 
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Sattir!irag ^knxng* 



PsAXMxzziL 



"DLESSED is he whose transgression is forgiven, whose 
-^ sin is covered. Blessed is the man unto whom the 
Lord imputeth not iniquity, and in whose spirit there is no 
guile. When I kept silence, my bones waxed old through 
my roaring all the day long. For day and night thy hand 
was heavy upon me : my moisture is turned into the drought 
of sunmier. Selah. I acknowledged my sin unto thee, 
and mine iniquity have I not hid. I said, I will confess 
my transgressions unto the Lord ; and thou f orgavest the 
iniquity of my sin. Selah. For this shall every one that 
is godly pray unto thee, in a time when thou mayest he 
found : surely, in the floods of great waters, they shaU not 
come nigh unto him. Thou art my hiding-place; thou 
shalt preserve me from trouble; thou shalt compass me 
about with songs of deliverance. Selah. I will instruct 
thee and teach thee in the way which thou shalt go : I will 
guide thee with mine eye. Be ye not as the horse, or as 
the mule, which have no understanding; whose mouth 
must be held in with bit and bridle, lest they come near 
unto thee. Many sorrows shall be to the wicked : but he 
that trustcth in the Lord, mercy shall compass him about 
Be glad in the Lord, and rejoice, ye righteous ; and shout 
for Joy all ye that are upright in heart. 
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Thankfulness for Mercies, is the Les- 
son WHICH I PRAY God to teach us at 

THE END OF THE WeEK. 

Brought to the close of another week, we will 
unite with David in praising the Lord. 

A WEEK of mercies, spared lives, deliver- 
ance from calamities, preservation from 
dangers, both seen and unseen, what causes 
are these for which to thank God, 'from 
whom all blessings flow/ But only those 
can really rejoice and cry for joy, who can 
claim the blessedness of the righteous. 
Only those whose personal transgression is 
forgiven, and whose sinful nature is covered 
by the Saviour's blood and righteousness, 
can feel the blessedness of pardon ; so, 
those only can be truly grateful for God's 
inestimable love, in giving His only Son for 
our redemption, who have taken Him as 
their Saviour, and, to tune the heart to 
praise for temporal blessings, is only natural 
to the renewed nature. In our unrenewed 
state we take things as a matter of course ; 
but sunshine and showers, health, food, and 
wealth, all come from God, ao ^oxiJA t^^^ 
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our hearts in thankfulness to the Giver. 
Our spiritual blessings, the Sabbath, its 
privileges, and our Bible teachings, are all 
debts, which we ought to pay in gratitude. 
Yes, another week adds to our responsi- 
biUty, and Ho whom much is given, of 
him shall much be required.' 

The Psalm, we have just read, reminds 
us of what we have dwelt upon during the 
week. It reminds us of our sins, and of 
the only way by which we can be blessed, 
even by applying for pardon, and by being 
covered with . Christ's righteousness. It 
pomts us to the fountain opened for sin, 
and uncleanness, teaching us to pray for 
cleansing, as with David we acknowledge 
our faults. 

Have we gone to God in prayer, taking 
our sins and troubles to the Lord ? If we 
have, we know the shelter there is in the 
Saviour ; He is a Rock of defence, and an 
Almighty Helper ; while the promise, * I 
will instruct thee, and teach thee, I will 
guide thee with mine eye,' encourages us 
to go forward in our duty. 

Do we look to God for guidance in all 
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our concerns ? Do we thank Him for all 
His goodness ? or are we like ' the horse 
and mule, with no understanding/ needing 
a constant restraint, lest we run into mis- 
chief. Have we no more knowledge than 
they have, of the God in whom we live, 
and move, and have our being ? If our 
heart does not rise to God in prayer and 
praise, we are not bom of God, and the 
sorrows of the wicked must be our por- 
tion. But if we trust in the Lord, and 
are upright in heart, then may we shout 
for joy; mercy will compass us about, and 
while we close the week with praise for 
our blessings, and, with humble prayer, 
implore pardon for our sins and short- 
comings, let us rejoice, that mercy will 
still follow all those, who begin and end 
their days, looking unto Jesus. 

* Mercies multiplied each hour, 

Tlirougli the week, our praise demand, 
Guarded by Al m ighty power, 

Fed and guided by His hand, 
May we not ungrateful be, 
But own each blessing, Lord, from Thee.' 
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Sttntrag p;ontm0< 



Matthew, xii. 1-13. 

A T that time Jesus went on the sabbath-day through the 
-^ com ; and his disciples were an hungred, and began 
to pluck the ears of corn, and to eat. But when the Pha- 
risees saw it they said unto him, Behold, thy disciples do 
that which is not lawful to do upon the sabbath day. But 
he said unto them, Have ye not read what David did, when 
he was an hungred, and they that were with him ; how he 
entered into the house of God, and did eat the shewbread, 
which was not lawful for him to eat, neither for them which 
were with him, but only for the priests ? Or have ye not 
read in the law, how that, on the sabbath days, the priests 
in the temple profane the sabbath, and are blameless ? But 
I say unto you. That in this place is one greater than the 
temple. But if ye had known what this meaneth, I will 
have mercy, and not sacrifice, ye would not have condemned 
the guiltless. For the Son of man is Lord even of the 
sabbath day. And when he was departed thence, he went 
into their synagogue : and, behold, there was a man which 
had his hand withered. And they asked him, saying, Is it 
lawful to heal on the sabbath days? that they might accuse 
him. And he said unto them. What man shall there be 
among you, that shall have one sheep, and if it fall into a 
pit on the sabbath day, will he not lay hold on it and lift it 
out? How much, then, is a man better than a sheep? 
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^erefore it is lawful to do wejl on the sabbath days, 
hen saith he to the man, Stretch forth thine hand. And 
) stretched it forth ; and it was restored whole, like as 
le other. 



Our Saviour and the Sabbath. 

{ay the Holy Spirit give us grace to follow 
in the steps of our Divine Master. 

lAST Sunday we had a portion of the Old 
'estament for our instruction ; let us now 
)ok at our blessed Lord in the New Testa- 
lent, and learn, from His holy example, 
ow to observe the Sabbath day. Where 
esus Christ went, His people may follow ; 
^hat Jesus Christ did. His people may 
ractise. 

The whole of His life was one act of 
lercy. He came not to destroy men's lives, 
at to save them. His walk, through the 
)mfields, was followed by His going into 
le synagogue, — one did not prevent the 
bher,' and one did not make the other un- 
rofitable. Thus, we may enjoy the fresh air, 
* it leads us to God. Our Saviour sanction- 
ig the disciples to satisfy their hunger^ 
caches us^ that He would laave w.^ cax^ i^^"^ 
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our bodies, and that proper nourisliment 
should be prepared, though all unnecessary 
cooking should be avoided. The gathering 
of com is not a practice we should follow, 
unless we were starving ; but, in Bible 
countries, and Bible times, to gather com, 
while passing through a field, to appease 
hunger, was allowable. 

Let us once more glance at our Lord 
and Master, as on the Sabbath day He 
healed the sick man, and tells us, that 
animals are to be cared for, concluding with 
this short rule for us ever to bear in mind, 
*It is lawful to do well on the Sabbath 
day.' Yes, it is lawful to take fresh air, it 
is lawful to satisfy himger, it is lawful to 
attend on the sick, and administer relief to 
them ; it is lawful to do well on the Sabbath 
day. Let our Saviour's example speak to 
us ; where He goes we need not be afraid 
to follow ; but let us beware of going where 
He does not lead the way, for only ki His 
company shall we find a blessing. 
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Sttntrag ^temg. 



Psalm cxxx. 

/^UT of the depths have I cried unto thee, O Lord. 
^^ Lord, hear my voice ; let thine ears he attentive to 
the voice of my supplications. If thou, Lord, shouldest 
mark iniquities, O Lord, who shall stand? But there is 
f<»'giveness with thee, that thou mayest he feared. I wait 
for the Lord, my soul doth wait, and in his word do I hope. 
My soul waiteth for the Lord more than they that watch 
lor the rooming : I say, more than they that watch for the 
morning. Let Israel hope in the Lord : for with the Lord 
there is mercy, and with him is plenteous redemption. 
And he shall redeem Israel from all .his iniquities. 



Humble Penitence for Sin. 

May the Lord pardon our shortcomings, 
our dnSf negligences and ignorances, through 
this day, for our Saviour's sake. 

How many have to-day cried unto the Lord, 
out of the depths of sin and sorrow ! Not 
one has cried in vain ; there is forgiveness, 
through Jesus Christ, for every true peni- 
tent, and though our sins testify against us, 
yet the Lord looks upon ua tlaxoM^ ^^b'^xxa* 
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Christ, and for His sake, * pardons ajl those 
who truly repent, and nnfeignedly believe 
His holy Gospel/ He accepts our poor at- 
tempts at worship, so that we may watch, 
and wait, and hope, for the blessing we 
have sought. 

No one will have been sent empty from 
God's house, except those, who have not 
really desired the blessing, that was waiting 
for all who asked it. They who took their 
care to the Lord, will find He carries the 
burden of it ; and though sins rise up in 
remembrance, yet the blood of Jesus will 
blot them out, and though sorrows still 
press, yet the weight will be gone, for an 
Almighty Arm will be at hand to bear 
them ; so, we may go forth to our week-day 
duties under the light of a Sabbath blessing, 
rejoicing that, for Jesus Christ's sake, there 
is mercy for all who ask it, and plenteous 
redemption through our blessed Redeemer. 

Let us conclude our Sabbath with the 
lines of the hymn in prayer : 

* May all we Ve heard and understood, 

^e well remembered through the week, 
Lord, help us to be wise, and good, 
More humble, diligent, and meek.' 
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0n!trag gt0rttm0< 



Genesis, vi. 9-22 ; vii. 1. 

n^HESE are the generations of Noah : Noah was a just 
-*- man and perfect in his generations, and Noah walked 
with God. And Noah begat three sons, Shem, Ham, and 
Japheth. The earth also was corrupt before God, and the 
earth was filled with violence. And God looked upon the 
earth, and, behold, it was corrupt ; for all flesh had cor- 
rupted his way upon the earth. And God said unto Noah, 
The end of all flesh is come before me ; for the earth is 
filled with violence through them : and, behold, I will de- 
stroy them with the earth. Make thee an ark of gopher- 
wood ; rooms shalt thou make in the ark, and shalt pitch it 
within and without with pitch. And this is the fashion 
which thou shalt make it of : The length of the ark shall 
be three hundred cubits, the breadth of it fifty cubits, and 
the height of it thirty cubits. A window shalt thou make 
to the ark, and in a cubit shalt thou finish it above ; and 
the door of the ark shalt thou set in the side thereof ; with 
lower, second, and third stories shalt thou make it. And, 
behold, I, even I, do bring a flood of waters upon the earth, 
to destroy all flesh, wherein is the breath of hfe, from under 
heaven; and every thing that is in the earth shall die. 
But with thee will I establish my covenant ; and thou shalt 
come into the ark, thou, and thy sons, and thy wife, and 
thy sons' wives with thee. And of every Ti\V!i^ ^Jooi^ ^1 ^ 
flesh, two oi every sort shalt thou bring into >i)afe «jc^^ ^^ 



68 DAILY LESSONS. [second 

keep them alive with thee : they shall be male and female. 
Of fowls after their kind, and of cattle after their kind, of 
every creeping thing of the earth after his kind, two of 
every sort shall come unto thee, to keep them alive. And 
take thou unto thee of all food that is eaten, and thou shalt 
gather it to thee ; and it shall be for food for thee and for 
them. Thus did Noah; according to all that God com- 
manded him, so did he. And the Lord said unto Noah, 
Come thou and all thy house into the ark ; for thee have I 
seen righteous before me in this generation. 



t r I 



The Character op Noah foe our 
Instruction and Imitation. 

May the Lord enable us to follow in his 
steps, as he walked with God. 

Noah found what he had sought. ' Seek, 
and ye shall find/ is the precept and pro- 
mise of God. Noah sought the Lord, and 
* Noah found grace in the eyes of the Lord.' 
When all the earth was corrupt with 
wickedness, Noah kept a righteous way- 
He walked with God, therefore he was 
just and perfect, that means, his aim waa 
perfect. He did not foUow a multitude 
to do evil, but walked in the ways of 
God's commandments. *Be ye perfect, 
even as your Father which is in heaven is 
perfect,' says our blessed Lord ; if we would 
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become like God we must be much with 
Him. To be drawn to any one for their 
companionship, we must have sympathy, 
and there must be mutual likes and dis- 
likes, or we shall have no pleasure in their 
society, and shall soon leave it, for, * Can two 
walk together except they be agreed?' asks 
the Prophet Micah. Noah's heart was with 
God, so, it was turned away from the 
wickedness that surrounded him. Though 
he was in the world, he was not of the 
world. * Come out from among them, and 
be ye separate, saith the Lord, and I will 
receive you, and will be a Father unto you,' 
is a call to us. Noah was separate from 
the wicked people on the earth, and God 
received him. While He threatened to 
destroy the world. He made arrangements 
for the preservation of Noah. God is love, 
and never punishes the righteous with the 
wicked. No, if there is only one servant of 
God, that one is known, and cared for by 
God. ' The Lord redeemeth the soul of 
His servants, and none of them that trust 
in Him, shall be desolate.' 

Let our conscience answer the question. 
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Are we walking witli God ? Is the thought 
of God being with us a comfort and joy? 
Do we feel happy in being able to say at 
all times, and imder all circumstances, 
' Thou, God, seest me/ If this is the case, 
then we are safe ; for God has prepared an 
ark for our salvation, and in Jesus Christ 
we shall be kept secure. ' God so loved the 
world, that He gave His only begotten Son, 
that whosoever believeth in Him should 
not perish, but have everlasting life/ 

Let us pray for grace to foUow in Noah's 
steps, then wUl our daily conduct prove 
that we believe Jesus Christ to be our 
Saviour, and, trusting in Him, we shall 
safely steer over the waves of this trouble- 
some world, tni we land on the heavenly 
shore. 

Let us think of Noah, and remember, 
that we must live the life of the righteous, 
if we would enjoy their happy end 
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2 Pexeb, ii. 4-9. 

FOR if God spared not the angels that sinned, hut cast 
them down to hell, and delivered them into chains of 
darkness, to he reserved unto judgment ; and spared not the 
old world, but saved Noah the eighth person, a preacher of 
righteousness, bringing in the flood upon the world of the 
ungodly ; and turning the cities of Sodom and Gomorrha 
into ashes condemned them with an overthrow, making them 
an ensample unto those that after should live ungodly ; and 
delivered just Lot, vexed with the filthy conversation of the 
wicked : (for that righteous man dwelling among them, in 
seeing and hearing, vexed his righteous soul from day to 
day with their unlawful deeds ;) the Lord knoweth how to 
deliver the godly out of temptations, and to reserve the un- 
just unto the day of judgment to be punished. 



Noah's Preaching despised, and the 

consequences. 

May the Holy Spirit urge us to accept 
the offers of mercy, lest we he among those 
who despise, and wonder, and perish. 

While Noah built the ark, for the preserva- 
tion of himself and his family, 9kCCOxSixi% \»<^ 
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God's command, he was a witness to the 
world by his deeds, and his words. The 
people would see his righteous life, and hear 
his message from God ; for we are told, ' he 
was a preacher of righteousness,' and, while 
the ark was building, there was time and 
opportunity for repentance. St. Peter tells 
us, in his first epistle, that ' the long-suffer- 
ing of God waited in the days of Noah, 
while the ark was preparing.' Yes, God 
waited for man to repent. 

Noah's faith, which was seen by his 
work in building the ark, would prove to 
all around that he believed God's Word. 
St. Paul says, ' It condemned the world.' 
The people could not say, they had not 
been warned, for Noah's words and deeds 
were a constant warning. 

Preaching and teaching are good to 
rouse sinners, but words, that are not fol- 
lowed by deeds, are of little use. Noah 
might have talked like an angel, but imless 
he had confirmed his words by his own life, 
there would have been room for excuse in 
his hearers. The people could have said, 
^ True, he warned us, but he never could 
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have believed that a flood would come, or 
he would have sought from God a reftige 
for himself, and his family/ That a pro- 
vision for his safety was made, and one 
that took years to prepare, and to stock 
with provision for himself, his family, and 
the animals, was a proof of God's long- 
suffering with the world, a warning that 
condemned the world, more loudly, than if 
He had destroyed it in a day, rescuing 
Noah by His Almighty power, without 
calling in the help of man to assist in 
building the ark. 

How sad it must have been to Noah, to 
observe the men taking no heed to the 
warning, as they sawed the planks, and 
nailed the boards, and fitted in the window, 
and laid up a store of provision. But, so it 
was then, and so it is now ; people hear the 
sound of the Gospel, they perhaps help by 
their money to send salvation to others, 
perhaps they give a mite to build schools 
or churches ; they may even send Bibles 
and preachers abroad to the heathen. All 
this is well ; but, unless they turn to God 
themselves^ thej will be no \)ettei! oS. ^Xx^^isa. 
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Noah's carpenters. ' Unless ye repent, ye 
shall all likewise perish/ are our blessed 
Saviour's own words. Jesus Christ is ex- 
alted to give repentance. Let us pray, Lord 
Jesus, give me repentance ; and He will an- 
swer our prayer, by sending His Holy Spirit 
to turn our hearts from sin. We shall then, 
not only hear of the Ark, but we shall enter 
in and be saved. 

The Lord Jesus Christ will be our 
Hiding-place, and we may say with the 
Prophet Isaiah, * Behold, God is my salva- 
tion, I will trust and not be afraid, for the 
Lord Jehovah is my strength and my song, 
He also is become my salvation.' While it 
is our comfort to know that God waits to 
be gracious, and that He will deliver the 
godly, let the lost people, in the time of Noah, 
rouse us ; for the flood came, and swept them 
away from this world ; but they are reserved 
in torment, against the judgment-day. Let 
us not despise the present offer, for there is 
a Hmit even to God's long-suffering, and if 
His mercy is not accepted now, we may lose 
our opportimity. 'To-day let us hear His 
voice,' saying, ' Come unto Me, and live.' 
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Psalm xxxviL 1-22. 

"[7BET not thyself because of evil-doers, neither be thou 
■^ envious against the workers of iniquity: for they shall 
soon be cut down like the grass, and wither as the green 
herb. Trust in the Lord, and do good ; so shalt thou dwell 
in the land, and verily thou shalt be fed. Delight thyself 
also in the Lord, and he shall give thee the desires of thine 
heart. Commit thy way unto the Lord ; trust also hi him ; 
and he shall bring it to pass. And he shall bring forth thy 
righteousness as the light, and thy judgment as the noon- 
day. Kest in the Lord, and wait patiently for him : fret 
not thyself because of him who prospereth in his way, be- 
cause of the man who bringeth wicked devices to pass. 
Cease from anger, and forsake wrath : fret not thyself in 
any wise to do evil. For evil-doers shall be cut off : but 
those that wait upon the Lord, they shall inherit the darth. 
For yet a little while, and the wicked shall not be : yea, 
thou shalt diligently consider his place, and it shall not be. 
But the meek shall inherit the earth, and shall delight 
themselves in the abundance of peace. The wicked plotteth 
against the just, and gnasheth upon him with his teeth. 
The Lord shall laugh at him, for he seeth that his day is 
coming. The wicked have drawn out the sword, and have 
bent their bow, to cast down the poor and needy, and to 
slay such as be of upright conversation. Their sword shall 
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enter into their own heart, and their hows shall he hroken. 
A little that a righteous man hath is hotter than the riches 
of many wicked. For the arms of the wicked shall he 
hroken: hut the Lord upholdeth the righteous. The Lord 
knoweth the days of the upright, and their inheritance 
shall he for ever. They shall not he ashamed in the evil 
time, and in the days of famine they shall he satisfied. But 
the wicked shall perish, and the enemies of the Lord shall 
he as the fat of lamhs : they shall consume ; into smoke 
shall they consume away. The wicked horroweth, and 
payeth not again: hut the righteous sheweth mercy, and 
giveth. For such as he hlessed of him shall inherit the 
earth ; and they that he cursed of him shall he cut off. 



The Prosperity of the Wicked of 
' . short duration. 

Oh, Lord, turn us from wickedness, and 
give us hearts to love Thee. 

The prosperity of the wicked only lasts for 
a time. *We brought nothing into this 
world, and it is certain we can carry nothing 
out.' What we have in store, is reserved 
for us by God in Christ Jesus. It is God's 
gift for those, who are kept through faith 
unto salvation. The wealth of the righteous 
is laid up for the future, but the present 
is all that the wicked can boast ; therefore 
let us not fret at their prosperity : it only 
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lasts as long as their life, and tfie longest 
life wiU come to an end. Let not their 
prosperity encourage us to do evil ; for they 
will at last be cut off like the people in the 
flood, while those, who have the character 
of Noah, will be preserved, as he was. It is 
not health, or wealth, or position that can 
make us happy, if God withholds His bless- 
ing. * A little that a righteous man hath, 
is better than the riches of many wicked, 
for yet a Uttle while and the wicked shall 
not be ; but the Lord upholdeth the 
righteous/ Let us trust in the Lord and 
do good ; let us delight in the Lord, and 
commit our way unto Him, then we shall 
have One on our side Almighty to help, and 
ready to save. Let us wait patiently, and 
though a blessing seems long in coming, 
still, let us believe that the Lord watches to 
bless. 

No doubt the people, in Noah's time, 
mocked at that just man, as he warned of 
the end of the wicked. But, when the flood 
came, who would envy them, or their riches, 
or their pleasures ? 

Let the Lord be first in o\mc tWvy^>i^> 



78 DAILY LESSONS. [sEcom) 

then we shall not envy the prosperity of 
others ; and though we may be denied 
earthly blessings, we may rest assured 
that, * no good thing will God withhold from 
them that walk uprightly/ We may lose 
earthly blessings, that we may be more 
earnest in looking after our heavenly trea- 
sure ; but let us remember, that ^ all things 
will work together for good to them that 
love God,' so, that present loss will lead to 
future gain, if we trust in the Lord, and do 
good. 
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Psalm xxxvii. 23-40. 

THB steps of a good man are ordered by the Lord, and 
A delighteth in his way. Though he fall, he shall 
not be^tterly cast down : for the Lord upholdeth him with 
his ha 
I not 
bread, 
blessed, 
more, 
his saint! 
the wicki 
the land, 
righteous 
ment. T 



I have been young, and now am old ; yet have 
I the righteous forsaken, nor his seed begging 
e is ever merciful, and lendeth ; and his seed is 
epart from evil and do good, and dwell for ever- 
r the Lord loveth judgment, and forsaketh not 
they are preserved for ever: but the seed of 
shall be cut off. The righteous shall inherit 
d dwell therein for ever. The mouth of the 
eaketh wisdom, and his tongue talketh of judg- 
law of his God is in his heart; none of his 
steps shalllilide. The wicked watcheth the righteous, and 
seeketh to llay him. The Lord will not leave him in his 
demn him when he is judged. Wait on the 
ep his way, and he shall exalt thee to inherit 
en the wicked are cut off, thou shalt see it. 
e wicked in great power, and spreading him- 
en bay-tree ; yet he passed away, and, lo, he 
I sought him, but he could not be found, 
ect man, and behold the upright : for the end 
peace. But the transgressors shall be. dsr 
er: the end of the wicked ^«Sl\>^ <sviJ<» ^« 
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But the salvation of the righteous is of the Lord: he is 
their strength in the time of trouble. And the Lord shall 
help them, and deliver them: he shall deliver them from 
the wicked, and save them, because they trust in him. 



The Lord's care of the Kighteous. 
May we he numbered among His people. 

The Lord's care of the righteous is 
beautifdlly set forth in this psahn, and it is 
a most comforting truth that, in life and 
death, the believer is kept by a power 
which is Almighty to save. For a time he 
may suffer from the false witness of the 
wicked, but God * will not leave him in his 
hand, nor condemn him when he is judged' 
Only let him wait on the Lord in prayer, 
and patiently watch for help, and he will 
find that the Lord will deliver. 

For 120 years Noah waited, while God's 
long-sufferii;ig gave the wicked people time 
for repentance, and then God's justice was 
shown in their destruction, and His mercy 
was seen in Noah's preservation. God's 
hand was not shortened in David's time, 
and he could say, * I have been young and 
now am old^ yet have I not seen the 
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righteoTis forsaken.' God is the same now 
Bs He was from the beginning, a God of 
love, fiill of mercy, and while He will by no 
means clear the guilty, He waits to be 
gracious, and pardons all those who con- 
fess and forsake their sins, because Jesus 
Christ 'died to save them. * The salvation 
of the righteous is of the Lord ; He is their 
strength in the time of trouble, and the 
Lord shall help them and deliver them, He 
shall deliver them from the wicked, and 
save them, because they trust in Him.' 

Are we among this happy number, ,thus 
cared for and protected ? Let us first 
answer the question. Are we among the 
righteous ? They are described in this 
psaLm, by their inward and their outward 
Ufa The heart within is guided by the 
law of God. The steps, therefore, do not 
slida The mouth speaks wisdom. The 
conduct is upright, and mercifuL Is this 
our character? Does God's law dwell in 
our heart and guide us ? When tempted to 
do wrong, do we resist, as Joseph did, 
and say, ' How can I do this great wicked- 
ness and sin against God'^. T>o ^^ xcL^bk.^ 
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the Bible the rule of our life ? If we do, 
then we shall be led in right paths, God 
will uphold us in our way, none of our 
steps will sMe ; though we may stumble, 
we shall not be cast down, for a very pre- 
sent Helper will always be near, even that 
God, who never leaves and never forsakes 
His saints. If our heart is guided by God's 
law, it has only found an entrance there by 
the Holy Spirit, who has promised to write 
God's law in our hearts, and will enable us 
to practise it by our words and deeds, so 
that we shall be known to be righteous by 
our daUy life and conversation. No crooked 
dealing is found in the righteous, no bitter 
words, or filthy communication proceed out 
of his mouth; like Noah, his aim is perfect; 
he may have trials and cares, but, the Lord 
being his strength, he will not be overcome 
with them ; mercy will compass him about, 
and his end will be peace. Yes, let us 
notice the righteous, his character in life, 
and his hope in death. ' Mark the perfect 
man, and behold the upright, for the end of 
that man is peace.' 
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Matthew, xxiv. 86-51. 

"DTJT of that day and hour knoweth no man, no, not the 
-^ angels of heaven, hut my Father only. But as the 
days of Noe were, so shall also the coming of the Son of 
man he. For as in the days that were hefore the flood 
they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in 
marriage, untD the day that !Noe entered into the ark, and 
knew not until the flood came and took them all away ; so 
shall also the coming of the Son of man he. Then shall 
two he in' the field ; the one shall he taken, ^d the other 
left. Two women shall he grinding at the mill; the one 
shall be taken, and the other left. Watch, therefore : for 
ye know not what hour your Lord doth come. But know 
this, that if the goodman of the house had known in what 
watdii the thief would come, he would have watched, and 
would not have suffered his house to be broken up. There- 
fore be ye also ready : for in such an hour as ye think not 
the Son of man cometh. Who, then, is a faithful and wise 
servant, whom* his lord hath made ruler over his household, 
to give them meat in due season ? Blessed is that servant, 
whom his lord when he cometh shall find so doing. Verily 
I say unto you, That he shall make him ruler over all his 
goods. But and if that evil servant shall say in his heart. 
My lord delay eth his coming ; and shall begin to amifaeiVA^ 
fellow-servants, and to eat and dnBk V\^ \)ci^ ^\s5^^x!l% 
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the lord of that servant shall come in a day when he 
looketh not for him, and in an hour that he is not aware of, 
and shall cut him asunder, and appoint him his portion 
with the hypocrites : there shall be weeping and gnashing 
of teeth. 



The Danger of Delay. 

May the Lordjfind us ready when He calls. 

The uncertainty of life should urge us to 
prepare for eternity. One taken, and an- 
other left among our friends and acquaint- 
ances, speaks to us, saying, ^Be ye also 
ready.' The Saviour may come to us, calling 
us away by death, or, He may come Himself 
to reign on the earth, and gather His 
people, as He tells us in many passages of 
Holy Scripture. Let us not think that, be- 
cause He delays. He will not come; for, as 
surely as the flood overtook the wicked in 
the time of Noah, so will God's judgments 
follow all impenitent people. No one 
was saved from the drowning deluge, but 
those that were, in the ark, and no one will 
be saved from destruction now, who does 
not go to Jesus Christ for salvation. We 
bear this truth again and again, but, as it 
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was in the days of Noah, we go on with 
the things of this world, and take little 
heed of the next, We build houses, and 
plant trees, and take our pleasure, doing 
all to lay up treasure on earth, when any 
moment we may be removed from it. Oiu* 
heart has only to cease to beat and we 
are dead. An accident has only to happen 
as we walk or drive, and where are our 
senses? Within the last year, cannot we 
recall many circmnstances which tell us 
that life is imcertain, one is taken, another 
is left. And what does each toll of the 
ftmeral bell say to us ? Is it not the same 
as what each stroke of the hammer, in 
building the ark, said to the people around, 
* Prepare to meet thy God?' Oh! let us 
not slight the warning, as they did, lest we 
be overtaken in our sins, as they were. But 
let us repent, and turn from oiu* transgres- 
sion, so iniquity shall not be our ruin. 

Our eaxthly calling wiU never hinder us 
from heavenly hopes, if we serve the Lord 
in it. His presence and help will ensure 
our being faithful ; and thus, in the midst 
of daily duties, we can watdDL fct ovxx: 
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Master, who will welcome every true ser- 
vant with His blessing, saying, ' Well done, 
good and faithful servant, thou hast been 
faithful in a few things, be thou ruler over 
many thiags ; enter thou into the joy of 
thy Lord.' 



WEEK.'] WEDNESDAY EVENINO. 87 




Mtstrag €tettt0. 



2 Peter, iii. 9-18. 

nPTTE Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some 
-^ men count slackness; but is longsuffering to us-ward, 
not willing that any should perish, but that all should come 
to repentance. But the day of the Lord will come as a 
thief in the night; in the which the heavens shall pass 
away with a great noise, and the elements shall melt with 
fervent heat, the earth also and the works that are therein 
shall be burned up. Seeing then that all these things shall 
be dissolved, what manner of persons ought ye to be in all 
holy conversation and godliness, looking for and hasting 
unto the coming of the day of God, wherein the heavens 
being on fire shall be dissolved, and the elements shall melt 
with fervent heat? Nevertheless we, according to his 
promise, look for new heavens and a new earth, wherein 
dwelleth righteousness. Wherefore, beloved, seeing that 
ye look for such things, be dihgent that ye may be found 
of him in peace, without spot, and blameless. And account 
that the longsuffering of our Lord is salvation ; even as our 
beloved brother Paul also, according to the wisdom given 
unto him, hath written unto you ; as also in all his epistles, 
speaking in them o{ these things; in which are some things 
hard to be understood, which they that are unlearned and 
unstable wrest, as they do also the other scriptures, unto 
their own destruction. Ye therefore, WYos^^ «ftfc\s^'^ ^^ 
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know these things hefore, heware lest ye also, being led 
away with the error of the wicked, fall from your own sted- 
fastness. But grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. To him be glory both 
now and for ever. Amen. 



fr 



The Conduct of those who look up 

TO THE Lord. 

May the Holy Spirit impress these truths on 
our minds, and write them in our hearts. 

This morning's portion, on the uncertainty 
of life, will have prepared our minds for 
St. Peter's words, ^ The day of the Lord 
will come as a thief in the night,' that is, 
when people are not prepared. Thieves 
do not break in where they know a watch 
is kept, they go when all are asleep, and 
unprepared for defence. St. Peter says, 
that the day of the Lord will come without 
any more warning than a thief gives ; and 
therefore we should be prepared. The earth, 
and the works that are therein, shall be 
burnt up. All that is done for this world's 
praise and benefit will last only for time, 
and when the great voice proclaims, * time 
shall be no longer,' then, lands and houses, 
families and riches, that have been only 
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time-serving, will one and all be swept 
away, while that which was done for eter- 
nity will last for ever. Seeing that such 
is the case, St. Peter asks, * What manner 
of persons ought ye to be, in all holy con- 
versation and godliness,' reminding us, that 
though this world will be dissolved, there 
will be ^ a new heavens and a new earth, 
wherein dwelleth righteousness,' therefore, 
'we who look for such things, should be 
diligent to be found of Him in peace, with- 
out spot and blameless.' We know, it is 
only the Holy Spirit who can renew our 
heart, and make us fit for oiu* new Home. 
He turns us away from wickedness, and 
makes tis rooted in righteousness. He 
gives MB the will, then enables us ' to grow 
in grace, and in the knowledge and love 
gf our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 
Thus we are prepared in this life for the 
life beyond, and if we are not prepared in 
life for eternity, we shall be no better off 
than the people in Noah's time. Unless 
we are imited to Christ Jesus by the Holy 
Spirit of God, we shall be like those who 
were outside the ark, when tha fLoQ>^ ^'^^'^^H> 
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over the earth. If we are one with Christ, 
then we shall be as safe as Noah was in 
the ark, and while Christ's blood cleanses 
every sin that is taken to Him, so His life 
shines forth in our daily conduct The 
Holy Spirit urges us onward in our con- 
stant endeavours, and we look and long for 
that new Home, where sin and sorrow never 
enter. 

Oh, if that is our Home, to which we 
are hastening, how carefully shall we watch 
our steps, lest we be led away with the 
error of the wicked, and fall from our own 
stedfastness ! If we are still careless, let 
the suddenness of the Lord's coming make 
us alarmed, for if He finds us unprepared, 
it will be our own fault. ' He is not slack 
concerning His promise, but is long-suffer- 
ing, not willing that any should perish, but 
that all should come to repentance.' May 
we prove by our lives, that we have been 
brought to repentance, and may our con- 
stant endeavour be to serve the Lord ; then, 
shall we look for the great day of God's 
appearing without fear. 
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Jeremiah, xvii. 5-10. 

^HUS saith the Lord ; Cursed be the man that trusteth 
'- in man, and maketh flesh his arm, and whose heart 
departeth from the Lord. For he shall be like the heath 
in the desert, and shall not see when good cometh; but 
shall inhabit the parched places in the wilderness, in a salt 
land and not inhabited. Blessed is the man that trusteth 
in the Lord, and whose hope the Lord is. For he shall be 
as a tree planted by the waters, and that spreadeth out her 
roots by the river, and shall not see when heat cometh, but 
her leaf shall be green ; and shall not be careful in the year 
of drought, neither shall cease from yielding fruit. The 
heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked : 
who can know it ? I the Lord search the heart, I try the 
reins, even to give every man according to his ways, and 
according to the fruit of his doings. 



Man is Cursed who trusts in Man. 

May the Lord strengthen our faith^ and 
enable us to trust in Him. 

Man who trusts in man, finds, sooner or 
later, that such a prop fails. If it does not 
fail for time, it will fail for eteimfc^ • "^xiJ^ 
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we often see rectitude, riches, patronage, 
help, fail when most needed, and sad it 
is, if people have no other arm to lean upon 
when man is unfaithfifL 

Again, let us look at ourselves, and 
hear the words, ' Cursed is man who trust- 
eth in man/ We may be independent of 
our neighbours and friends, we may boast 
that we trust to no one but ourselves : now 
what does Solomon say of such ? * He that 
trusteth in his own heart, is a fooU 

AU himian trust will prove but a poor 
help, unless it is used as an instrument 
from God. The Psalmist's inspired words 
not only warn us to ^put no trust in princes, 
nor in the son of man, in whom there is 
no help,' but teU us how uncertain is the 
life of man ; and therefore how soon we 
may be deprived of that very trust which 
we depended upon. Yes, * Cursed is the 
man that trusteth in man, that maketh 
flesh his arm, and whose heart departeth 
from the Lord, for he shall be like the 
heath in the desert, and shall not see when 
good Cometh ; but shall inhabit the parched 
places of the wilderness, in a salt land and 
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not inhabited' Where the heart is turned 
from God, and does not trust Him, no 
blessing can be sought from God ; and 
what is this world Tvfthout God's blessing ? 
truly, it is like a waste wilderness : nothing 
can give real happiness when the heart is 
turned from God, the source of all happi- 
ness ; there may be life and growth, some 
show of prosperity, but it will only be, ' like 
the heath in the desert,' which does not 
take root downwards, and bear fruit up- 
wards. There is no deep-rooted confidence, 
and sure faith in the man, who only trusts 
\xi human wisdom, so there is no upward 
growth, and bright hope, and joy, looking 
beyond. Like the people in Noah's time 
who trusted in themselves, they could not 
see when good was at hand ; though they 
helped to build the ark, they did not see 
what a blessing it would be to secmre it 
for a refuge. And so it is with all those 
who trust in man for salvation. No friends, 
however kind, no ministers, however good, 
can save us; aud therefore if we trust in 
their prayers, their efforts, we shall find 
that our trust has proved a cjvxx^^- ^^\> 



I 
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that our helpers axe to blame, but we are 
to blame in looking to them rather than 
to God Man's help is a blessing, when 
taken from God's haiid, but it hides us 
from seeing the good that God would give 
us, when we trust in man alone. Health, 
riches, friends, relations, seem often to vie 
with each other in saying, ^ Trust in me '/ 
health whispers, 'There is strength for work, 
so you cannot want, trust in me ; ' riches say, 
' Soul, thou hast much goods laid up, take 
thine ease ;' friends say, ' Cling to human 
kindness, friends can help when money 
fails/ Relations urge, ' Trust in family ties, 
love is strong as death/ But parents may 
forsake, friends may become cold, riches 
may take to themselves wings and fly 
away, health may give place to sickness; 
and what is left, if we have nothing higher to 
look to ? Truly, we shall be, ' like the heath 
in the desert,' without anything to revive, 
and we shall learn to our sorrow, 'that 
cursed is the man who trusteth in man, 
and maketh flesh his arm, and whose heart 
departeth from the Lord' God grant this 
222^ not he our case. 
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C^rsltrag ^kmttjg* 



Jeremiah, xvii. 5-10. 

T^HUS saith the Lord ; Cursed be the man that trusteth 
-'- in man, and maketh flesh his arm, and whose heart 
departeth from the Lord. For he shall he like the heath 
in the desert, and shall not see when good cometh; hut 
shall inhabit the parched places in the wilderness, in a salt 
land and not inhabited. Blessed is the man that trusteth 
in the Lord, and whose hope the Lord is. For he shall be 
as a tree planted by the waters, and that spreadeth out her 
roots by the river, and shall not see when heat cometh, but 
her leaf shall be green ; and shall not be careful in the year 
of drought, neither shall cease from yielding fruit. The 
heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked : 
who can know it? I the Lord search the heart, I try the 
reins, even to give every man according to his ways, and 
according to the fruit of his doings. 



The Blessedness of those who trust 

IN God. 

May the Lord draw us to Himself^ and give 
us the blessing of those who trust in Him. 

The blessedness of those who trust in God 
is beautifully contrasted witki \)cife <i\xs:^^ 
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that rests on those, who only trust in man ; 
for mere hmnan trust, however well placed, 
cannot help us beyond time, and at any 
moment may launch us in eternity; how 
serious would be the consequences if we 
had not God for our trust. Man's help 
must then fail, if it does not fail before. 
Let us, however, consider the blessedness 
of those who trust in Grod. He is a * Friend 
that sticketh closer than a brother/ When 
father and mother forsake, the Lord will 
take us up. Should riches leave us poor, 
we have the promise, * bread shall be given, 
water shall be sure.* The Lord will pro- 
vide. Does sickness give place to health ? 
those who trust in God have the assurance, 
that * He will make all their bed in their 
sickness ;' that though their flesh and their 
heart may fail, yet * God will be the strength 
of their heart, and their portion for ever/ 
Yes, blessings for the life that now is, as 
well as of that which is to come, are for 
those that trust in God. Christ Jesus has 
secured the kingdom, and laid up treasure 
there, which neither moth nor rust can 
corrupt His love is ^ the same, yesterday, 
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to-day, and for ever ; ' death cannot separate 
us from this Almighty Friend, and we can 
say, * Though I walk through the valley of 
the shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for 
Thou art with me/ Truly, those who trust 
in Him shall never be confounded, for there 
is a fiilness in the Saviour to meet every 
want, ggid all that He requireth is, for us 
* to feel our need of Him ; ' then, we find 
strength for every trial, and riches and 
glory laid up for us in heaven. 

No wonder, with all this present com- 
fort and fiiture enjoyment, that those who 
possess it are blessed, and are likened to a 
flourishing tree in well -watered parts, a 
beauty for beholders, as well as a means of 
refreshment to those who enjoy its produce. 
Just so, are all those who trust in God. 
Their Kves influence others, they are a 
blessiag by their example, and also by 
actual benefit, for body and soul. 

Now comes a text, which makes us 
pause and consider. After dwelling on 
the curse of the wicked, and the blessing 
of the righteous, the prophet Jeremiah adds, 
' The heart is deceitful aboN^e ?iS!l XXisx.^" 
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As if lie would say, ' Examine your heart, 
for it is so deceitful, you may think you 
are trusting in God, when you are leaning 
on man/ Do not our own hearts tell us it 
is so ? when all goes smooth, we are ready 
to acknowledge God, but when trial comes, 
if we have no heavenly comfort and sup- 
port, our uncontrollable grief proves, that 
what God took away was the prop, on 
which we had trusted for support. The 
Lord's temporal gifts are a proof of our 
spiritual state. The way we use them, 
and the way we act when we lose them, 
proves whether they are a curse to us or a 
blessing. If kindred, friends, wealth, and 
health, are used as gifts from God, and 
acknowledged as blessings to be spent for 
His glory, they will not have any wrong 
trust put in them. When they are with- 
held, we shall pray for submission under 
the trial ; and the strength which supports 
us, proves that our trust has not been in 
our gift, but in God, who * giveth us richly 
all things to enjoy.' 
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Jfritrag maxmu% 



Psalm cxxxix. 

OLOED, thou hast searched me, and known me. Thou 
knowest my downsitting and mine uprising, thou 
imderstandest my thought afar off. Thou compassest my 
path and my lying down, and art acquainted with all my 
ways. For there is not a word in my tongue, hut, lo, O 
Lord, thou knowest it altogether. Thou hast heset me 
behind and before, and laid thine hand upon me. Such 
knowledge is too wonderful for me ; it is high, I cannot 
attain imto it. Whither shall I go from thy spirit? or 
whither shall I flee from thy presence? If I ascend up 
into heaven, thou art there: if I make my bed in hell, 
behold, thou art there. If I take the wings of the morning, 
and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea; even there 
shall thy hand lead me, and thy right hand shall hold me. 
If I say. Surely the darkness shall cover me; even the 
night shall be light about me. Yea, the darkness hideth 
not from thee ; but the night shineth as the day: the dark- 
ness and the light are both alike to thee. For thou hast 
possessed my reins : thou hast covered me in my mother's 
womb. I will praise thee ; for I am fearfully and wonder- 
fully made : marvellous are thy works ; and that my soul 
knoweth right well. My substance was not hid from thee, 
when I was made in secret, and curiously wrought in the 
lowest parts of the earth. Thine eyes did see my substance, 
yet being unperf ect ; and in thy book all my members were 
written, which in continuance were ia&bioii^^,^\ieG. ««»1^^ 
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there was none of them. How precious also are thy thoughts 
unto me, O God ! how great is the sum of them ! If I 
should count them, they are more in number than the sand: 
when I awake, I am still with thee. Surely thou wilt slay 
the wicked, O God : depart from me, therefore, ye bloody 
men. For they speak against thee wickedly, and thine 
enemies take thy name in vain. Do not I hate them, 
Lord, that hate thee? and am not I grieved with those 
that rise up against thee ? I hate them with perfect har 
tred : I count them mine enemies. Search me, O God, and 
know my heart : try me, and know my thoughts : and see 
if there be any wicked way in me, and lead me in the way. 
everlasting. 



God the Searcher of the Heart. 

Search us, Lord, and know our hearts^ 
and lead us in the way everlasting. 

The verse in Jeremiah, which we last read, 
left much to think of, but the lesson on 
trusting in God gave us enough for an 
evening portion; we wiU now, therefore, 
take up the words of the prophet, and con- 
sider them in connection with this psalm, 
which enlarges on the text, * I the Lord 
search the heart, to give every man accord- 
ing to his ways and according to the finit 
of his doings/ Searching is more than 
looking, it is seeking earnestly imder and 
behind, with the purpose of finding. 
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It is in this way that God searches us. 
He looks at our actions; following us in the 
dark, as well as in the light. He looks at 
us when we are in the house, and when we 
go out of the house. He hears our words, 
and even understands our thoughts afar off. 
He not only sees what we do, but why we 
do this and that. If, like Noah, we are 
trying to do right, then it will be a great 
comfort to feel that God's eye is watching 
over us, and that our wish to please Him 
is known to Him. We may suffer wrong- 
fully, and our actions may not always be 
understood by man, but all is plain before 
God, and if we are walking in God's ways, 
we shall be very happy in knowing that 
God searches all our secret motives. With 
David we shall feel, * How precious are Thy 
thoughts imto me, O God ! ' But it is not 
every one who can bear God's searching 
eye. Those, who are only seeking man's 
praise, do not like to hear that God searches 
the heart. Those, who hide their faults 
from man, do not like to hear that nothing 
is hid from God, and though He may not 
bring things to light at oncie, ^<^\i "^^ 
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words of the Bible are true, ' Be sure your 
sin will find you out/ Yes, it must, be- 
cause God has searched and found it. He 
holds it up before our conscience, and un- 
less it is taken to the Saviour in prayer, 
and asked to be blotted out in His precious 
blood, it will be revealed before men and 
angels at the j udgment-day, when we shall 
have to answer for all unrepented and un- 
forsaken sins. Far better is it to be searched 
by God, and shown our sins now, than that 
they should find us out when too late for 
us to seek forgiveness ; so, let us pray with 
David, ^ Search me, O God, and know my 
heart, try me and know my thoughts ; see 
if there be any wicked way in me, and lead 
me in the way everlasting.' 
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Jfntrag €bmmQ, 



1 John, i. 



^HAT which was from the beginning, which we have 
-*- heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we 
have looked upon, and our hands have handled, of the 
Word of life; (for the life was manifested, and we have 
seen it, and bear witness, and shew unto you that eternal 
life, which was with the Father, and was manifested unto 
us ;) that which we have seen and heard declare we unto 
you, that ye also may have fellowship with us ; and truly 
our fellowship is with the Father, and with his Son Jesus 
Christ. And these things write we unto you, that your 
joy may be full. This, then, is the message which we have 
heard of him, and declare unto you, that God is light, and 
in him is no darkness at all. If we say that we have fellow- 
ship with him, and walk in darkness, we lie, and do not the 
truth : but if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we 
have fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus 
Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin. If we say that 
we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not 
in us. If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to 
forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteous- 
ness. If we say that we have not sinned, we make him a 
liar, and his word is not in us. 
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Forgiveness through Jesus Christ. 

O Lord Jesus, cleanse usfrc/m all sin in 
Thy precious blood, and help us by Thy grace 
to walk in the light. 

That God is light, and sees all our 
thoughts as well as our actions, is a truth 
we read this morning. If we walk with 
God as Noah did, we shall walk in the 
light, and, though in the world, we shall 
have no fellowship with the works of dark- 
ness, but, like Noah, we shall ratherreprove 
them. If we like those works of dark- 
ness, which cannot bear God's searching 
light, we are only deceiving ourselves, if 
we fancy that we have fellowship with 
God, and unless we give up sinful practices 
we cannot have communion with God; for 
^ the prayer of the wicked is an abomination 
to the Lord,' and along the broad road, 
where so many walk, there is no heavenly 
light to guide to the way of peace. If we 
have been turned from this dangerous path, 
and been led by the Holy Spirit through 
the strait gate, then let us be encouraged, 
for God will walk by our side. He wiU be 
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our Sun and Shield ; so we shall have a 
light to our feet, for His law will guide us, 
and the Lord will be our defence against 
Satan and sin. Though we stumble, per- 
haps in our temper, in our daily duties, in 
our besetting sins, yet we shall be checked 
before we fall ; for the Lord will speak 
loudly to our conscience, and that light, 
which is God Himself, will shine within, 
and show us how grievously we are 
offending God, who searches the thoughts 
and intents of the heart. And oh ! with 
what penitence shall we hasten to confess 
our sin, rejoicing that the blood of Jesus 
Christ can, and will cleanse it. If we would 
prevent sin finding us out, we must find it 
out, and take it to that blessed Saviour, 
who alone can wash it away. In no other 
way can our sins be blotted out, and if we 
do not feel that we have any sins to con- 
fess, then we are in great danger, for it is a 
proof we do not know ourselves. God's 
light has not shown us our hearts; God's 
spirit has not convinced us of our sins. 
The sight of sin sends us on our knees, 
and, like Saul of Tarsus, it ia a^aA.^ c>?l ^ic^^ 
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* Behold, he prayeth/ Then what Hght is 
shed abroad, to lead us to the fountain 
opened where we may wash and be clean. 
Yes, we see the way now to Calvary's 
Cross, and we know God is faithful and 
just to forgive us our sins, because Jesus 
Christ shed His blood to save us from 
them. He suffered instead of us, and the 
Lord, having laid our iniquity upon Him, is 
faithful in pardoning all those, who confess 
and forsake the sin they take to Him, and 
promises, ^ Their sins and their iniquities will 
I remember no more/ Oh ! what glorious 
tidings, that every sin, which is laid on the 
Saviour, will be forgiven and forgotten. Do 
we rejoice that our sins are thus blotted 
out ? or are we still walking in darkness, 
with no heavenly light shining in our 
hearts? Let us stop and consider, for, 
without God's light, we can neither see our 
sins, nor the Saviour who died for them. 
Let us ask God to turn us from darkness 
to light, before it is too late. 
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Sattttbag P0rmii;0 



Genesis, viii. 15-22. 
A ND God spake unto Noah, saying. Go forth of the ark, 
-^^ thou, and thy wife, and thy sons, and thy sons' wives 
with thee. Bring forth with thee every living thing that 
is with thee, of all flesh, both of fowl, and of cattle, and of 
every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth ; that 
they may breed abundantly in the earth, and be fruitful, 
and multiply upon the earth. And Noah went forth, and 
his sons, and his wife, and his sons' wives with him ; every 
beast, every creeping thing, and every fowl, and whatsoever 
creepeth upon the earth, after their kinds, went forth out 
of the ark. And Noah builded an altar unto the Lord ; 
and took of every clean beast, and of every clean fowl, and 
offered burnt-offerings on the altar. And the Lord smelled 
a sweet savour ; and the Lord said in his heart, I will not 
again curse the ground any more for man's sake ; for the 
imagination of man's heart is evil from his youth : neither 
will I again smite any more every thing living, as I have 
done. While the earth remaineth, seedtime and harvest, 
and cold and heat, and summer and winter, and day and 
night, shall not cease. 



Noah's Sacrifice of Thanksgiving. 

Lord, give us thankful hearts, for our 
preservation and redemption. 

Noah's first act, on leaving the ark, was to 
oflfer a sacrifice of thanksgiviiig^iQit\iL^"^<^^- 
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derful preservation. Though God knew 
his heart, yet He was pleased at this public 
act of praise and gratitude, and promised, 
that as long as the earth remaineth, the 
seasons shall follow in regular order, 
without being again interrupted by the 
calamities of a deluge. Noah's conduct is 
an example to us. We are often ready to 
pray for deliverance from danger, but are 
we not backward in returning thanks for 
preservation? Perhaps after being kept 
safe from the danger of storm or pestilence, 
or some grievous calamity, we may say, 
' Thank God ; ' but, is it not too often that 
luck or chance have the credit of our escape, 
and the God, in whose hands our breath is, 
have we not often failed to glorify ? 

Another week have we been spared; 
another week have our lives been preserved; 
are we preparing our offering of thanks- 
giving? * Whoso ofiereth Me thanks and 
praise, he honoureth Me,' saith the Lord 
Are we now ready to thank Him at home 
for His goodness, and are we tuning our 
hearts for public worship in His courts to- 
morrow? If we are, then will the King 

Ik 
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of kings come down to meet us with a 
blessing ; and the thanks and praise which 
grateful hearts prepare beforehand to offer, 
will be acceptable in His sight, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 

We never offer to an earthly friend that, 
which has cost us no previous thought 
in preparation ; but, how often does our 
thank-offering in God's house enter our 
minds for the first time, when the prayer is 
read in our name, which is called the 
general thanksgiving : ' And we beseech 
Thee, give us that due sense of all Thy 
mercies, that our hearts may be unfeignedly 
thankful, and that we show forth Thy 
praise, not only with our lips but in our 
lives, by giving up ourselves to Thy service 
and by walking before Thee in holiness and 
righteousness aU our days, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord/ 

With too many this is a sacrifice of 
words only. No Saturday thought has re- 
flected on the Sunday service. Food and 
clothing is prepared for Siuiday, but how 
rarely does Saturday prepare the mind for 
Sunday. 
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Let us consider our week's mercies 
and prepare for to-morrow s duties, that 
our hearts may be ready to go with our 
lips, in our sacrifice of praise. 

Oh, let us now our thanks prepare, 
To offer in God's house of prayer, 
And tune our heart with grateful praise. 
That we may all our voices raise. 
With heart and voice our tribute bring 
A thankful offering to our King. 



WEEK.] SATURDAY EVENING. Ill 



Saturbag ^kmitig. 



Genesis, ix. 8-17. 

A ND God spake unto Noah, and to his sons with him, 
-^ saying. And I, behold, I establish my covenant with 
you, and with your seed after you ; and with every Jiring. 
creature that is with you, of the fowl, of the cattle, and of 
every beast of the earth with you ; from all that go out of 
the ark, to every beast of the earth. And I will establish 
my covenant with you; neither shall all flesh be cut off 
any more by the waters of a flood ; neither shall there any 
more be a flood to destroy the earth. And God said. This 
is the token of the covenant which I make between me 
and you and every living creature that is with you, for per- 
petual generations : I do set my bow in the cloud, and it 
shall be for a token of a covenant between me and the 
earth. And it shall come to pass, when I bring a cloud 
over the earth, that the bow shall be seen in the cloud ; and 
I will remember my covenant, which is between me and 
you and every living creature of all flesh ; and the waters 
shall no more become a flood to destroy all flesh. A nd the 
bow shall be in the cloud ; and I will look upon it, that I 
may remember the everlasting covenant between God and 
every living creature of all flesh that is upon the earth. 
And God said unto Noah, This is the token of the covenant 
which I have established between me and all flesh that is 
upon the earth. 
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The Kainbow, a Token of God's Mercy. 

Enable us, O Lord, to look up, and see Thy 
love and mercy in Jesus Christ 

The Lord's compassion to our weakness 
is beautifully set forth, in giving us, not 
only a promise, that there should not be 
another flood to destroy the world, but a 
token or sign, as well as a promise. Whe- 
ther the rainbow had been observed before 
or not, we do not hear, and it is of little con- 
sequence ; for whether God created a fresh 
sign as a token, or used one already existing, 
does not alter its value. The rainbow then, 
as now, was a token of mercy, and it will 
ever remain a sweet memorial of God's love. 
To us, who look beyond the preservation 
of the body, and think of the Lord Jesus 
Christ as our ark, where we may be saved 
from everlasting destruction, the rainbow 
will point above, and say, ' God so loved 
the world, that He gave His only begotten 
Son, that whosoever believeth in Him 
should not perish but have everlasting life.' 
And while we look to Jesus Christ for 
salvation, we shall find Him, like the bow of 
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promise, spanning every doud. Mercy will 
compass ns about, for, ' He who spared not 
TTiH only Son, but delivered Him up,' will 
give us all other things that are good for us. 
He is like the rainbow, assuring our 
trembling hearts of love and mercy. But 
we must look up, ere we can see the rain- 
bow, and we must believe in Jesus, before 
we can confide in Him, We must look up 
to God in prayer, or we shall never see 
HiH love and mercy encircling this world 
with pardoning grace. The rainbow was 
no token of mercy to the lost ; only those, 
who were saved in the ark, saw the rain- 
bow ; and only those, who are in Christ, 
see the great love wherewith God loved ua 
It is only such who can rejoice in the Lord, 
and, amid the storms of life, see their cloud, 
spanned by the bow of God's love and 
mercy. All who have Noah's faith can 
say, 'The Lord sitteth above the water- 
floods, the Lord remaineth a King for 
ever.' And the gift of His own dear Son 
for our salvation, is a pledge of smaller 
gifts. No sorrow will overwhelm us, for 
the Lord will be at hand to dalxM^^ x^a*. 
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No trial will crush us, for the Lord will be 
nigh to support us. The bow will be seen 
in every cloud, if we only look up. But 
axe we not too ready to look down? dis- 
appointments, griefs, and cares, are clouds 
that often sadden the spirits : and where 
do we look for relief? Is it not more 
frequently to man, than to God? Is not 
this the reason that we are not relieved? 
God permits the cloud to gather, but He 
puts the bow in it. Oh ! let us look up, 
and we shall see it. Yes, we shall see 
mercy mingled with every trial, and learn 
that, ^ though the Lord cause grief, yet will 
He have compassion, according to the mul- 
titude of His tender mercy.' 

As we close the week, we may review 
the past with gratitude, and remember 
how mercy has been mingled with judg- 
ment ; so with the poet we would say — 

* Oh how kindly hast Thou led me, 

Heavenly Father, day by day ! 
Found my dwelling, clothed and fed me, 

Fumish'd friends to cheer my way ! 
Didst Thou bless me, didst Thou chasten, 

With Thy smile or with Thy rod, 
'Twas that still my step might hasten 

Homeward, heavenward, to my God I * 
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ExoDirs, XX. 8-11. 

REMEMBEE the sabbath-day, to keep it holy. Six 
days shalt thou labour, and do all thy work ; but the 
seventh day is the sabbath of the Lord thy God : in it thou 
shalt not do any work, thou, nor thy son, nor thy daughter, 
thy manservant, nor thy maidservant, nor thy cattle, nor 
thy stranger that is within thy gates : for in six days the 
Lord made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that in them 
is, and rested the seventh day : wherefore the Lord blessed 
the seventh day, and hallowed it. 



A Command not to be Forgotten. 

May the Lord write it in our hearts^ and 
incline us to keep His law. 

This is the only command which begins 
with the word ^ Rememher' It seems as 
if the Lord knew how ready we should be 
to forget, that one day in seven belonged 
to Him, and therefore, He would impress 
it upon us by a special reminder, sayin^^ 
* Remember that thou keep Icic^y ^^ ^^- 
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bath day ;' and while bidding us work, 
and do all that we have to do on six days, 
commands us to rest on the seventh por- 
tion. Yes, and not only ourselves, but our 
servants, and our cattle, with any visitor, 
or stranger that may be with us. Many 
are willing to rest from work, who are 
unwilling to keep the day holy. They set 
the day apart from their usual duties, but 
they give it to Satan, and not to God. 
Too often are cattle deprived of rest, that a 
visit may be paid, and how frequently do 
Sunday visitors add to the work of ser- 
vants. Then the railways ; what desecration 
of the Lord's day is occasioned by the 
trains running to and fro, employing men 
who ought to be at rest, and tempting 
others to forget the fourth commandment ! 
Let the Almighty's voice sound in our 
ears with a loud ' remember,' whenever we 
are inclined to turn the Sunday into a 
common day. From the Creation, the Lord 
sanctified it, and He commands us to sanc- 
tify it, or keep it holy, using it for God's 
glory, and our souls' profit ; and, as the 
Jites were told to keep it for a double 
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reason, inasmuch as they were redeemed 
from the bondage of Egypt, and God gave 
them rest from their cruel slavery, so ought 
every Christian to keep the day, not only 
by resting on it, but as a special remem- 
brance of deliverance from Satan's bondage 
by the Lord Jesus Christ, who rose from 
the dead, to prove that His death had paid 
our ransom. So, while we still set apart 
one day in seven, we call it the first day of 
the week, and the Lord s day, keeping it 
holy, and dedicating it to our blessed Re- 
deemer. 

Let His bright example be before us 
this day, then we shall live as in His 
presence, and His smile will gladden us 
with more than merely a blessing of rest 
to the body ; for He will put gladness in 
our heart, as we meet in His House to 
praise and pray. Thus we shall rejoice in 
the Lord. 
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PsATiM cvii. 1-9. 

r\ GIVE thanks unto the Lord, for he is good : for his 
^ mercy endureth for ever. Let the redeemed of the 
Lord say so, whom he hath redeemed from the hand of the 
enemy ; and gathered them out of the lands, from the east, 
and from the west, from the north, and from the south. 
They wandered in the wilderness in a solitary way ; they 
found no city to dwell in. Hungry and thirsty, their soul 
fainted in them. Then they cried unto the Lord in their 
trouhle, and he delivered them out of their distresses. And 
he led them forth hy the right way, that they might go to 
a city of habitation. Oh that men would praise the Lord 
for his goodness, and for his wonderful works to the chil- 
dren of men ! For he satisfieth the longing soul, and filleth 
the hungry soul with goodness. 



Praise for the Lord's Goodness. 

Blessed Jesus, give us grateful hearts, and 
make us prize Thy great salvation. 

At the close of this holy day, we have 
reason to praise the Lord. He stretched 
out His mighty arm to deliver us from the 
bondage of Satan, just as He delivered the 



WEEK.] SUNDAY EVENING. 119 

Israelites from the slavery of Pharaoh, in 
the land of Egypt. He fed His people of 
old, and led them to the promised Canaan, 
and He feeds and leads us to our heavenly 
Home. Every day we may be happy in 
feeling we are fed and guided by a loving 
Father's hand ; but on Sunday, we have a 
day set apart more especially to tJiink of 
the Lord's goodness, and to praise Him for 
all His wonderful mercies. To-day we 
have had opportunity of entering His courts 
with gladness, and His gates with praise; 
so now let us thank Him for the blessings 
we have received ; for ^ He satisfieth the 
longing soul, and fiUeth the hungry soul 
with goodness.' Are we satisfied with 
what the Lord has given us ? Are we 
filled with goodness? 

Perhaps we had no longing for closer 
intercourse, so we have come home as we 
went, without any real feeling of satis- 
faction ; perhaps we did not really hunger 
and thirst after righteousness, so we do 
not know what it is to be filled with the 
good things, which God reveals, by His 
Spirit, to all those who cra^e ^\i^x Siwe^s., 
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But oh ! let us thank God if He has created 
in us a longing for more than we have, for 
then we are in the way for manifold bless- 
ings ; only let us begin to thirst, and we 
shall not rest till we find that living water, 
which God gives to all who seek it. 

If we have tasted that the Lord is 
gracious, if we have been satisfied with the 
Lord's goodness, we shall carry a blessing 
with us through the week. The food with 
which the Lord has fed us, will strengthen 
us for duty and for trial ; we shall remem- 
ber the words of comfort and counsel, and, 
as we go to our daily duties, we shaU carry 
Sabbath food to help us, and cheer us in 
week-day labour. 
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Matthew, iii. 1-6. 

TN those days came John the Baptist, preaching in the 
■*- wilderness of Judaea, and saying. Repent ye : for the 
kingdom of heaven is at hand. For this is he that was 
spoken of hy the prophet Esaias, saying. The voice of one 
crying in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the Lord, 
make his paths straight. And the same John had his rai- 
ment of camel's hair, and a leathern girdle ahout his loins ; 
and his meat was locusts and wild honey. Then went out 
to him Jerusalem, and all Judaea, and all the region round 
about Jordan, and were baptized of him in Jordan, con- 
fessing their sins. 



The Character of John the Baptist. 

Lord, baptize us with Thy Spirit, 
and turn us from sin to follow Thee, our 
Saviour. 

The New Testament opens with the birth 
of our blessed Saviour, and then, the first 
character, that calls for attention, is that of 
John the Baptist. He is styled the fore- 
runner of Christ, and was BXioksvi o^ V5 *^^ 
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prophets, as one that should come in the 
spirit of Ehjah, preaching to the people, 
and rousing them to turn from their sins. 
His coarse clothing and simple food spoke 
of self-denial. These were outward marks 
of likeness to EHjah, and, as his errand or 
mission was the same, he was often called 
Ehas. ' This is Elias which was for to 
come,' said the people, when they saw and 
heard him. His birth had been miraculous, 
and even his name had been given by 
God ; so, that when his father, Zacharias, 
said, ^his name is John,' they marvelled 
all ; and no wonder, for he had no kins- 
man of that name. But the parents walked 
in all the commandments and ordinances 
of the Lord blameless, so they accepted 
the name which God had given, and which 
means beloved. Nothing happens by chance, 
and nothing is impossible with God. He 
knew the character of Zacharias and his 
wife Elisabeth, and He gave them the 
child, that was to be the forerunner of the 
Saviour. God put this honour on His 
faithful servants, and it was so unexpected, 
that Zacharias had not faith to believe 
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it would come to pass, without a sign from 
the Lord, to prove the blessing would be 
realised. So God gave a sign ; Zacharias 
was dimib till the child was bom. And 
now he spoke, and praised God. 

A child of prophecy, a child of miracle, 
a child of godly parents, what will be his 
career? let us follow him. Where do we 
first find him ? It is not in the town, nor 
in a place of notice, but in the wilderness. 
Yes, God often sends His people into re- 
tirement before He brings them into public 
notice, but He finds work for them wherever 
they are, and sends those to them who 
need their help. When John the Baptist 
was in the wilderness, many thronged to 
hear his message, and the stillness of the 
desert prevented distraction. What was 
his message ? It was this : * Repent, for 
the kingdom of heaven is at hand.' By 
the kingdom of heaven is meant, the rule 
of heaven — the rule of Jesus Christ, who 
was come to be King over the hearts of 
the people. When a king or great person- 
age comes to a place, some one always goes 
first, to make preparations, and m '^a^^X.^xoL 
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countries a man runs before, to clear the 
way of any obstructions, — such a one is 
called a forerunner. John the Baptist 
was thus called, because he went before 
the Lord Jesus Christ, to prepare His way. 
People were living in sin, and not thinking 
of the coming of the Messiah ; their sins 
would be in the way of their believing on 
the Son of God. They would have to put 
aside their sins, if they would make way 
for Jesus Christ to come among them ; so, 
John the Baptist preached to them to re- 
pent, that is, to turn away fro^i their sins ; 
many came and confessed then* sins, and 
were baptized by John, as a proof that they 
really gave them up. Repentance is not 
only sorrow for sin, but it is forsaking it 

When we were baptized, our godfathers 
and godmothers promised that we should for- 
sake sin ; now that we understand our duty, 
do we hate sin, and turn from it ? Before 
Christ can reign in our heart ^.e must put 
away sin ; for there is no room for Christ, if 
sin is harboured there. He came to deliver us 
from the power and punishment of sin, and 
He will give us repentance if we ask Him. 
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Matthew, iii. 1-12. 

IN those days came John the Baptist, preaching in the 
wilderness of Judsea, and saying. Repent ye : for the 
kingdom of heaven is at hand. For this is he that was 
spoken of hy the prophet Esaias, saying, The voice of one 
crying in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the Lord, 
make his paths straight. And the same John had his rai- 
ment of camel's hair, and a leathern girdle ahout his loins ; 
and his meat was locusts and wild honey. Then went out 
to him Jerusaleai, and all Judsea, and all the region round 
about Jordan, and were baptized of him in Jordan, con- 
fessing their sins. But when he saw many of the Pharisees 
and Sadducees come to his baptism, he said unto them, O 
generation of vipers, who hath warned you to flee from the 
wrath to come? Bring forth, therefore, fruits meet for 
repentance; and think not to say within yourselves. We 
have Abraham to our father : for I say unto you, that God 
is able of these stones to raise up children unto Abrahanm 
And now also the axe is laid unto the root of the trees : 
therefore every tree which bringeth not forth good fruit is 
hewn down, and cast into the fire. 1, indeed, baptize you 
with water unto repentance : but he that cometh after me 
is mightier than I, whose shoes I am not worthy to bear : 
he shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost, and with fire : 
whose fan is in his hand, and he will throughly purge his 
floor, and gather his wheat into the garner; but he will 
bum up ihQ chaff with unquenchable &c€^. 
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John the Baptist — continued. 

Lord, baptize us with Thy Holy Spirit, 
and enable us to bring forth the fruits of 
holiness, to the glory of Thee, our Redeemer. 

Even the best of preachers cannot convert, 
and the most faithful and pointed sermon 
is not always well received. When John 
the Baptist preached, many came to hear 
and to be baptized, who either were not 
sensible of their sins, or not wishing to part 
with them. To these the preacher ad- 
dressed himself, and plainly told them that 
they must give up their sins, if they would 
prove their repentance. And who were 
these he thus addressed ? They were not 
thieves, and publicans, and people known by 
their bad lives. No, they were those who 
made a profession of goodness — Pharisees 
and Sadducees. 

The Pharisees were a sect among the 
Jews who prided themselves on their good- , 
ness ; their dress was marked by its broad 
border of texts inscribed on it; their prayers 
were proclaimed in the streets, their charities 
were given after the soimd of a trumpet 
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Yes, all their religion consisted in show, 
their prayers were a pretence ; ^ to be seen 
of men ' was the motive that influenced 
them; ^they trusted in themselves that 
they were righteous/ says the Scripture, 
therefore how much had they to lay aside, 
before they could make a place for the 
Saviour of sinners to come near tl^em. 

The Sadducees did not altogether agree 
with their teaching, but they added another 
false doctrine to what the Pharisees taught ; 
for the Sadducees denied the resurrection, 
making this life to be the end of body and 
soul ; so they needed to repent, before a way 
could be made in their heart for that blessed 
Saviour, who is ^ the resurrection and the 
life,' and whose very object, in coming into 
the world, was to save us from eternal 
death, and give everlasting life. 

No wonder, when John the Baptist saw 
Pharisees and Sadducees come to his baptism, 
he gave loud warning. What was the use 
of their coming with a pretence of repent- 
ance, if they kept all their false opinions, 
and would not give up their pride and un- 
scriptural notions? Before he would\i^^\Kai^ 
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them, they must confess their sins, and 
renounce them ; for pride in prayer and 
charity, is as much sin as theft, or any other 
sin, and to deny the resurrection, when 
God has taught us the truth, is blasphemy. 
It is of no consequence what it is that 
blocks up the way before the Lord Jesus 
Christ, whether it appears good, like the 
religion of the Pharisees, or wicked works, 
which are acknowledged to be sin. 

Whatever comes between us and God 
must be removed, before Christ can reign in 
our hearts. The Pharisees and Sadducees 
boasted that they were descended from 
Abraham, but John the Baptist told them, 
that earthly relationships could not save; 
it is the faith of Abraham, and not the son- 
ship of Abraham, that benefits. No good- 
ness of others can save us. Unless we 
repent of our sins, and bring forth fruits of 
a holy life, we shall be burnt, like the chaflF, 
in that fire, from which the Lord Jesus 
Christ died to save us. 

Oh, let us not despise His great salva- 
tion. 
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Matthew, iii. 13-17. 

T^HIEN comelli Jesus from Galilee to Jordan unto John, 
^ to be baptized of him. But John forbad him, saying, 
I have need to be baptized of thee, and comest thou to me ? 
And Jesus answering said unto him. Suffer it to be so now: 
for thus it becometh us to fulfil all righteousness. Then 
he suffered him. And Jesus, when he was baptized, went 
up straightway out of the water : and, lo, the heavens were 
opened unto him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending 
like a dove, and lighting upon him ; and, lo, a voice from 
heaven, saying. This is my beloved Son, in whom I am 
well pleased. 

Our Saviour's Baptism. 

May we have grace to follow His holy ex- 
ample, fulfilling all righteousness. 

If John the Baptist was suiprised at the 
proud Pharisees and Sadducees coming to 
his baptism, still more would he be aston- 
ished when the Lord Jesus Christ, the Son 
of God, came to be baptized of him. Truly 
might John say, * I have need to be> \i«:§\K!Lfc^ 
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of Thee/ and hesitate to obey. But our 
Divine Master came to this world as the 
Son of man, not only to die for man, but to 
show how man ought to live. He, there- 
fore, would be baptized, not as a sign that 
He had any of His own sins to turn away 
from, but to teach us that repentance is 
necessary, and that baptism is a public 
acknowledgment that we really do cast 
aside our sins, and wish to be washed from 
their pollution. 'It becometh us to fulfil all 
righteousness,' said our Lord and Master. 
The Holy Spirit descending upon Him, and 
the voice of God the Father, saying, * This 
is my beloved Son, in whom I am well 
pleased,' teUs us that a heavenly blessing 
attends those who follow in the Saviour's 
steps. This chapter teaches us, in the 
former verses, that the mere outward ob- 
servance of the rite of baptism can never 
profit ; there must be repentance toward 
God, and faith toward our Lord Jesus 
Christ, or our baptism will prove a mockery. 
It was because we could not repent and 
believe when we were infants, that our 
g-odfathers and godmothers promised for us. 
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and thus we were early brought into cove- 
nant with God, and, having made the pro- 
fession of a Christian, we became a sharer 
in the blessings of Christianity. 

But suppose, now we are old enough to 
understand the requirements of a Christian, 
we fail to ftdfil them, then what must we 
expect, but that judgments, instead of 
blessings, will be our portion? If, instead 
of repentance of sin, we follow sin, if, instead 
of believing in Christ, we deny Him by a 
careless life, how can we expect that the 
mere name of Christian can avail us any- 
thing but to condemn ? Our Saviour may 
well inquire, * Why call ye me Lord, Lord, 
but do not the things which I say?' and St. 
Paul confirms the same teaching, when he 
8ays, * Neither circumcision availeth any- 
thing, nor uncircumcision, but the keeping 
the commandments of God.' Thus we learn 
that, though it is right to be baptized, yet 
that if baptism is to profit, we must not 
only be called Christians, but we must be 
Christ-like. We must not only be Christians 
in name, but in deed and in trutL If the 
Gospel of Christ is to save us, \t TuxwaJ^ tvJ^'^^x^' 



I 
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We must not keep commands that we like, 
and neglect those that we do not like. Let 
us pray that the Holy Spirit will descend 
upon us, as He did on our blessed Saviour • 
that He may take up His abode within us, 
and in all things dii-ect and rule our hearts, 
then we shall hate sin, and turn from it 
Whenever we are tempted by Satan, the 
Spirit of God wiU lift up His standard 
against him, and enabling us to resist biTn^ 
he wiU flee from us. 

Let the thought of God being with us 
to help us, urge us onward in our Christian 
course, and let us beware of having only 
the form of godliness, denying the powOT 
thereof. 

If the Holy Spirit really dwells in us, 
we are made one with Christ, and all Hjs 
blessings are ours. As He was strengthened 
for duty and trial, when He became man 
and lived below, so shall we be strengthened 
for duty, and armed for conflict. Strong in 
the Lord, and in the power of His might, 
we shall be ready to fight against sin ; the 
Holy Spirit, which dwelt without measure 
la the Lord Jesus, and visibly descended 
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upon Him at His baptism, will enter every 
soul that earnestly prays for Him. Our 
Saviour's own words assure us of this, for 
He promises, * If ye being evil, know how 
to give good gifts unto your children, how 
much more shaU your Heavenly Father 
give good things to them that ask Him?' 
The gift of the Holy Spirit was implored 
for each child when baptized, we ought not 
then to doubt that grace was vouchsafed. 
We may have felt its influence when in- 
dined to listen to good advice ; we may 
have experienced its power when urged to 
pray, and what condeLation wiU ll ours 
if we quench the Spirit, if we reftise to 
pray, if we despise warnings. Baptism 
wiU then show us blessings forfeited, pri- 
^ege, abused, and &vo Jlost. 
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John, i. 29-42. 

^HE next day Jolin seeth Jesus coming unto him, and 
-^ saith, Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away 
the sin of the world. This is he of whom I said. After me 
Cometh a man which is preferred before me : for he was 
before me. And I knew him not : but that he should be 
made manifest to Israel, therefore am I come baptizing 
with water. And John bare record, saying, I saw the 
Spirit descending from heaven like a dove, and it abode 
upon him. And I knew him not : but he that sent me to 
baptize with water, the same said unto me. Upon whom 
thou shalt see the Spirit descending, and remaining on him, 
the same is he which baptizeth with the Holy Ghost. And 
I saw, and bare record that this is the Son of God. Again 
the next day after John stood, and two of his disciples; 
and looking upon Jesus as he walked, he saith. Behold the 
Lamb of God! And the two disciples heard him speak, 
and they followed Jesus. Then Jesus turned, and saw 
them following, and saith unto them. What seek ye? They 
said unto him, Babbi, (which is to say, being interpreted, 
Master,) where dwellest thou ? He saith unto them. Come 
and see. They came and saw where he dwelt, and abode 
with him that day : for it was about the tenth hour. One 
of the two which heard John speak, and followed him, was 
Andrew, Simon Peter's brother. He first findeth his own 
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brother Simon, and saith unto him, We have found the 
Messias, which is, bemg mterpreted, the Christ. And he 
brought him to Jesus. 



Christ, the Lamb of God. 

May we each go to Jesus, and say, Lord, 
save me, he my sacrifice, cleanse me from 
sin in Thy blood. 

We axe reminded in these passages of our 
Lord's baptism, which was this morning's 
subject. The descent of the Holy Ghost 
in the form of a dove, was a proof to John 
the Baptist, that Jesus Christ was the Son 
of God ; for he had been told to watch for 
that sign, it having been said, ' on whom 
ttou Shalt see the Spirit desceiiding, 
and remaining on Him, the same is He 
which baptizeth with the Holy Ghost, and 
he saw and bare record, that this is the 
Son of God.' Now, what was John's con- 
duct after this ? It was to point out the 
Saviour to others. When he saw Jesus 
coming, he said, * Behold the Lamb of God.' 
Again the next day looking upon Jesus as 
He walked, he said to his^ disciples, * Be- 
hold the Lamb of God.' 
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Hitherto people had flocked to John, 
they had listened to him, and been baptized 
by him. John told them they must now 
look to One far greater ; for Jesus was the 
true light of the world, and he was only 
a witness to point to the Light. What a 
lesson of humility is here. Instead of 
being jealous of the Saviour getting dis- 
ciples, he rejoiced, and told them that the 
Lord Jesus must increase, and he was 
only His servant, and must decrease. 

How beautifully does the humility of 
John shine forth ; and while he says, ' I am 
not that Light,' 'I am only the voice of 
one crying in the wilderness,' the Saviour 
calls him a ' burning and a shining light/ 
and says, * There is not risen a greater than 
John the Baptist ; ' so true is it that, * he 
that humbleth himself shall be exalted.' 

And let us observe the example of John 
in leading others to the Saviour; two 
disciples follow Jesus, when they hear John 
call Him the Lamb of God ; one of them, 
named Andrew, tells his own brother 
Simon, a^d brings him to Jesus. Oh ! how 
well is this 1 Do we act thus ? Have we 
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found the Lamb of God who takes away 
sin ? Have we asked Jesus to wash us in 
His own precious blood, so that our sinful 
souls may be cleansed by the blood He 
shed on the Cross ? If we have, then we 
know the preciousness of Christ's salvation, 
and we shall be anxious that others shall 
partake of the benefit. We shall try to 
lead a brother, a sister, a friend to Jesus 
Christ, who came into the world to save 
sinners. 

A poor deaf and dumb boy once wrote 
the meaning of Jesus Christ's blood wash- 
ing away sin ; being asked if he was 
afraid God would punish him for his sins, 
he wrote this answer, ^ No, for when God 
sees my name down in His book, and all 
the things I have done wrong, and aU that 
I have left undone, there will be a long 
account ; but He won't be able to read it, 
because Jesus Christ's bleeding hand will 
have blotted aU the accoimt, and He will 
see nothing on that page but the Saviour's 
blood ; for I have asked Him to wash my 
sins away.' 

Let us follow his examigiVe, \W^ ^^ 
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shall indeed understand why Jesus is the 
Lamb of God, for He will have been our 
sacrifice, and His blood wiU have been 
shed instead of ours, so He will indeed be 
our Saviour. 



' I lay my sins on Jesna, 

The spotless Lamb of Grod, 
He bears them all and frees us 

From the accursed load ; 
I bring my guilt to Jesus, 

To wash its crimson stains 
White in His blood most precious, 

Till not a spot remains.' 
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Luke, iii. 10-21. 

D the people asked him, saying, What shall we do 
then ? He answereth and saith unto them, He that 
two coats, let him impart to him that hath none ; and 
lat hath meat, let him do likewise. Then came also 
3ans to he baptized, and said mito him, Master, what 
we do ? And he said mito them. Exact no more than 
which is appointed you. And the soldiers likewise 
nded of him, saying. And what shall we do ? And he 
mto them. Do violence to no man, neither accuse any 
y; and be content with your wages. And as the 
e were in expectation, and all men mused in their 
8 of John, whether he were the Christ, or not ; John 
3red, saying unto them all, I indeed baptize you with 
'; but one mightier than I cometh, the latchet of whose 

I am not worthy to unloose: he shall baptize you 
the Holy Ghost and with fire: whose fan is in his 

and he will throughly purge his floor, and will gather 
heat into his gamer ; but the chaff he will bum with 
nquenchable. And many other things in his exhort- 

preached he unto the people. But Herod the te- 
1, being reproved by him for Herodias his brother 
p's wife, and for all the evils which Herod had done^ 
1 yet this above all, that he shut w^ 3^5^ m Y^^a^^^ 
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John a Preacher. 

Lordy help us to lay aside every weighty and 
the sin which so easily besets us. 

JoHX THE Baptist was a bold preacher; 
whether in the wilderness or in the dty, 
he told people to give up their sina He 
did not bid them change their business or 
profession, but change their Hves. The • 
selfish he told to share their comforts with 
those in need. The pubHcans, or tax- 
gatherers, who used to cheat by demanding 
too much, he bid exact no more than dua 
The soldiers he exhorted not to be violent, 
not laying waste the land, or desolating 
houses for the sake of spoil, but to be 
content with their wages ; and even King 
Herod he rebuked for taking his brother's 
wife ; saying, ' It is not lawful for thee to 
have her.' John's preaching went to the 
point with every sin, and those that pro- 
fited, put away their sins. It is easy to 
listen to good sermons, and to avoid siiiB 
which it may be no temptation to commit ; 
but to give up the sin which easily besets 
113, ia like plucking off a right hand. 
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Herod heard John preach gladly, he 
did many things that John enforced ; but 
his sin that was the great stain of his 
character — the giving up Herodias, his 
brother's wife, — no, he would not do that, 
and showed his displeasure towards John, 
by sending him to prison. 

Thus we see the wicked left to prosper, 
and the godly visited with adversity ; but 
far better to suffer with the people of God, 
than enjoy the pleasure of sin. * Blessed 
are they that are persecuted for righteous- 
ness' sake, for theirs is the kingdom of 
heaven.' 

When John was cast into prison, Herod 
could follow his wicked course of life with- 
out being reproved, and sad it is when 
people persevere in sin, regardless of warn- 
ings and advice. How much will those 
have to answer for, who refuse to give up 
evil practices, Solomon says, *He that 
being often reproved and hardeneth his 
neck, shall suddenly be destroyed, and that 
without remedy.' 

God grant that we may never be among 
those, who despise, and wonder, and ^eY^V, 
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far, far happier should we be in prison 
with a good conscience, like John the Bap- 
tist, than on the throne of a kingdom witl^ 
the guilt of Herod. We may not be living 
in such open sin as that wicked king, but 
any sin that we are not ready to give up, 
makes us guilty, and we should ask Grod 
for His Almighty help, that we may be 
able to * renounce the pomps and vanities 
of this wicked world, and all the sinAil 
lusts of the flesh/ Instead of diHliTring 
those who show us omc faults, we should 
look upon them as our best friends, for 
those who would lead us away from sin, 
are those, who would point us to a kingdom, 
where we may reign in ejlory for ever. 



Ik 
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Matthew, xi. 2-6. 

"VrOW when John had heard in the prison the works of 
^^ Christ, he sent two of his disciples, and said unto him. 
Art thou he that should come, or do we look for another? 
Jesus answered and said unto them. Go, and shew John 
again those things which ye do hear and see : the hlind re- 
ceiye their sight, and the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, 
and the deaf hear, the dead are raised up, and the poor 
have the gospel preached to them. And hlessed is he, who- 
soever shall not he offended in me. 



John in Prison. 

Lord, be with its in adversity, as well 
OS in prosperity, and in the hour of trial 
strengthen our faith, that we may never 
doubt Thy love. 

The best of people are only human, and 
even John the Baptist, who had borne 
witness that Jesus Christ was the Son of 
God, now sends two of his disciples to ask 
him, ' Art Thou He that should come^ oi: 
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look we for another ? ' Poor John in prison 
had his faith sorely tried To be silenced 
in his preaching, to be out of reach of 
seeing the Saviour, or of pointing others 
to Him. Yes, it was a bitter trial to be 
prevented from showing his faithful ser- 
vices to his Master. 

Far easier would it have been to have 
faced the displeasiu'e of the proud Phari- 
sees and the wicked Herod, than to be 
in the lonely dungeon, apparently uselesa 
We need not be siu'prised as days and 
weeks passed, if the doubt suggested itself, 
— *Can Jesus Christ be indeed the Son 
of God, to allow me to be here 1 If He 
is Immanuel, God with us. He coiild re- 
lease me.* Ah ! how often does weak faith 
whisper doubts to the troubled and sorrow- 
ful. Trial is sent. The child of God is 
stopped in duty, laid aside from active 
service, removed from places of useftdness, 
and in lonely grief is ready to ask, * Hath 
God forgotten to be gracious ? Is He 
really a God at hand, and not a God 
afar oflF?' 

Now, what did John the Baptist do to 
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set Ks mind at ea^e, and strengthen his 
faith ? He sent to Jesus to ask Him, * Art 
Thou He that should come, or look we for 
another V and the Saviour bids the dis- 
ciples tell him of the miracles which He 
was performing — * how the lame could 
walk, the lepers were cleansed, the deaf 
could hear, and the poor had the Gospel 
preached/ This was proof He was God, 
and John accepted it as such, for we read 
of no more doubts ; but John was content 
to believe the Lord did aU things well ; 
and, though left in prison, he could say 
with the Psalmist, ^ I was dumb, and opened 
not my mouth, for Thou didst it/ 

Thus the silent preacher, hidden in 
prison, has been an example of meek en- 
durance, which will speak to the glory of 
God, and to the power of Almighty support, 
to the end of time. 

Let every fearful disciple follow John's 
example, and send to Jesus to settle every 
doubt. Let him expect the answer : * Look 
at My works. See how I can cleanse the 
leprosy of sin, the blind to all goodness 
now behold wondrous thinga ovxfc ol^^^^J.^ 
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law ; those who could not walk in the 
way of God's commandments, are made to 
nm along the narrow path ; the deaf to 
all entreaties are eagerly taking in Divine 
truths. Who but God could show such 
mighty power, as to convert the sinner 
from his errors?' Therefore, doubt not, 
God reigneth. He is Immanuel, God with 
us ; and, though He leaves His servants in 
the dungeon of aflBiiction, His Almighty 
power will support, so that they will be 
* people wondered at/ Their faith will rest 
on that unseen Friend, who, though not in 
sight, as truly knows all their circumstances 
as did the Saviour when John the Baptist 
was in prison. Let us believe this, and 
we shall not fear to be left out of reach 
of man's help ; for, if we suffer according 
to the will of God, we may commit our 
souls to the keeping of our faithful Creator, 
and, while we are mourning that we are 
laid aside from active service to our Lord 
and Master, the Lord may be singling us 
out as one among His precious gems, to 
shine alone in a setting of pure gold The 
jewel that is to be a brilliant ornament, is 
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separated from the stones among which it 
was found, and must be cut, and chiselled, 
and polished, ere it be offered as an orna- 
ment, or be considered of worth. So the 
child of God that is to form a gem in the 
diadem of the King of kings, must be 
subjected to trial, that God's glory may- 
be seen. Thus, faith is called forth, and 
patience is perfected, and humility is 
deepened, and love excels; the edges of 
bitterness are rubbed off, the risings of 
pride and self-will are cut low, and the 
roughness of evil tempers are smoothed by 
the instnmients of the Great Artificer, 
who makes use of earthly trial as heavenly 
discipline, and prepares His hidden ones, 
by sharp affliction, for their place in His 
crown of glory. 
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Matthew, xiv. 3-12. 

in OK. Herod had laid hold on John, and bound him, and 
^ put him in prison for Herodias' sake, his brother 
Philip's wife. For John had said unto him. It is not lawful 
for thee to have her. And when he would have put him to 
death he feared the multitude, because they counted him 
as a prophet. But when Herod's birthday was kept, the 
daughter of Herodias danced before them, and pleased 
jHerod. Whereupon he promised with an oath to give her 
whatsoever she would ask. And she, being before in- 
structed of her mother, said. Give me here John Baptist's 
head in a charger. And the king was sorry: nevertheless 
for the oath's sake, and them which sat with him at meat, 
he conmianded it to be given her. And he sent and be- 
headed John in the prison. And his head was brought in 
a charger, and given to the damsel ; and she brought it to 
her mother. And his disciples came and took up the body, 
and buried it, and went and told Jesus. 



John Beheaded. 

In all times of temptation, from murder 
and sudden death, good Lord deliver us. 

Sudden death was sudden glory to John 
the Baptist, and, while wicked Herod could 
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eat, drink, and gratify the request of a bad 
woman, he could not do* more than kill the 
body of the Lord's faithful servant. 

The greatest power on earth cannot 
hurt the soul; well may our Lord say, 
^Fear not them which kill the body, and 
after that, have no more that they can do.' 
While there is rejoicing in the palace, there 
is mourning in the prison. John's disciples 
take the right means to get comfort. ' They 
went and told Jesus.' They could not have 
done better. Let us go and do likewise. 

Are we in sorrow ? Let us tell Jesus, 
Are we in difficulty? Let us tell Jesus. 
Are we unkindly treated ? Let us tell Jesus. 
Are we mourning for the sins of those we 
love? Let us tell Jesus. Have we lost 
one very dear to us? Let us tell Jesus. 
His ear is ever open to the cry of His 
children. 'This poor man cried, and the 
Lord heard him, and saved him out of all 
his troubles,' says the Psalmist. No sorrow 
can be too great for Him to relieve, and 
nothing can be too small to lay before Him ; 
for He coimts our hairs, and notes even the 
fall of a sparrow ; therefore, let "vxa \>^ Q.^\£vr 
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forted by His own invitation *Come unto 
Me/ and let us be siu*e His promise will be 
fulfilled, ' I will give you rest/ 

Are our sins making us afraid ? Let us 
confess them to Jesus. Are we fearful of 
doing wrong ? Let us ask Jesus to help 
us. Are we doubting how to act ? Let us 
ask Jesus to guide ua Are we without 
a friend to cheer us ? Let us entreat Jesus 
to be a Friend that sticketh closer than a 
brother. In every perplexity let us go to 
Jesus, and we shall find grace to help in 
every time of need- 

* I always go to Jesus 

When troubled or distressed, 
I always find a refuge 

Upon His loving breast. 
I tell Him all my trials, 

I teU Him aJl my grief s, 
And while my lips are speaking. 

He gives my heart relief. 

* When full of dread foreboding. 

And flowing o'er with tears^ 
He calms away my sorrow, 

And hushes all my fears. 
He comprehends my weakness^ 

The peril I am in, 
And He supplies the armour, 

I need to conquer sin. 
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* When those are cold and faithless, 

Who once were fond and true, 
With careless hearts forsaking 

The old friends for the new. 
I turn to Him whose friendship 

Knows neither change nor end ; 
I always find in Jesus 

A never-failing friend. 

* I always go to Jesus, 

No matter when or where, 
I seek His gracious presence, 

I 'm sure to find Him there. 
In times of joy or sorrow. 

Whatever my need may he, 
I always go to Jesus, 

And Jesus comes to me.' 
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Psalm zxxiv. 



I 



WILL bless the Lord at all times: his praise shall 
continually be in my mouth. My soul shall make her 
boast in the Lord : the humble shall hear thereof, and be 
glad. O magnify the Lord with me, and let us exalt his 
name together. I sought the Lord, and he l^eard me, and 
delivered me from aU my fears. They looked imto him, 
and were lightened ; and their faces were not ashamed. 
This poor man cried, and the Lord heard him, and saved 
him out of all his troubles. The angel of the Lord en- 
campeth round about them that fear him, and delivereth 
them. O taste and see that the Lord is good : blessed is 
the man that trusteth in him. O fear the Lord, ye his 
saints : for there is no want to them that fear him. The 
young lions do lack, and suffer hunger : but they that seek 
the Lord shall not want any good thing. Come, ye chil- 
dren, hearken unto me : I will teach you the fear of the 
Lord. What man is he that desireth life, and loveth many 
days, that he may see good ? Keep thy tongue from evil, 
and thy lips from speaking guile. Depart from evil, and 
do good ; seek peace, and pursue it. The eyes of the Lord 
are upon the righteous, and his ears are open imto their 
cry. The face of the Lord is against them that do evil, to 
cut off the remembrance of them from the earth. The 
righteous cry, and the Lord heareth, and delivereth them 
out of all their troubles. The Lord is nigh unto them that 
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are of a broken heart ; and saveth such as be of a contrite 
spirit. Many are the afflictions of the righteous, but the 
JjOQd deliyereth him out of them alL He keepeth all his 
bones: not one of them is broken. Evil shall slay the 
wicked, and they that hate the righteous shall be desolate. 
The Lord redeemeth the soul of his servants, and none of 
them that trust in him shall be desolate. 



God the Redeemer of the Righteous. 

Lordy he our present Helper ^ and redeem 
the souls of Thy servants. 

This Psalm seems suggested by our moming 
reading, and many verses, pouring out the 
heart to God in prayer, may remind us of 
John's disciples telling Jesus their trouble. 
The words, ' Evil shall slay the wicked, and 
they that hate the righteous shall be deso- 
late,' will, perhaps, lead our thoughts to 
Herod. History informs us that he suffered 
from war, and was killed in battle, and that 
the wicked Herodias fell through the ice 
while walking over a frozen river, and the 
ice, closing round her neck, cut off her head. 
Thus, even in this life, her sin found her out, 
and God visited her with judgment. But 
* the Lord redeemeth the soul of His servants, 
and none of them that trust in Hica. ^^5^ 
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be desolate/ So the faithfiil preacher of 
repentance, the good John the Baptist, 
though he lost his life by his bold reproofe 
of sin, wishing to reclaim the wicked king, 
yet is now among the redeemed; and all, 
who look to Jesus Christ to save them, will 
find His promise true, that they shall not 
be desolate. 
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liTTKB, XV. 1-10. 

n["^HEN drew near unto him all the publicans and sinners 
-*- for to hear him. And the Pharisees and scribes 
murmured, saying, This man receiveth sinners, and eateth 
with them. And he spake this parable unto them, saying, 
What man of you, having an hundred sheep, if he lose one 
of them, doth not leave the ninety and nine in the wilder- 
ness and go after that which is lost, until he find it ? And 
when he hath found it he layeth it on his shoulders, re- 
joicing. And when he cometh home, he calleth together 
his friends and neighbours, saying unto them, Kejoice with 
me ; for I have found my sheep which was lost. I say unto 
you, that likewise joy shall be in heaven over one sinner 
that repenteth, more than over ninety-and-nine just persons 
which need no repentance. Either what woman, having 
ten pieces of silver, if she lose one piece, doth not light a 
candle, and sweep the house, and seek diligently till she 
find it? And when she hath found it, she calleth her 
friends and her neighbours together, saying, Eejoice with 
me ; for I have found the piece which I had lost. Like- 
wise, I say unto you, there is joy in the presence of the 
angels of God over one sinner that re^eii^^X^ 
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Parable of the Lost Sheep, and 

Lost Silver. 

Lordy give us true repentance^ and when 
we are far from Thee, do Thou find us. 

After considering the life of John the 
Baptist, whose special mission was to call 
men to repent, the parables, which teach us 
the joy with which God welcomes repentant 
sinners, may be appropriate, and useful for 
our present instruction. 

A parable being an instructive story, we 
shaU see a simple illustration of repentance, 
and learn, that it is not only sorrow for sin, 
but it is turning from it. Repentance is 
restoration to God, not merely regret for 
having done wrong; as is shown by these 
parables, which we will now consider. 

The stories of the lost sheep, and the 
lost piece of silver, are both a picture of 
poor sinners ; like the sheep, we stray from 
God, and, like the lost piece of silver, we 
should never be found, if we were not re- 
covered by a power greater than our own. 

The sheep that would not have been 
restored, if the Good Shepherd had not 
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sought it ; the piece of silver that would 
never have been discovered, if it had not 
been searched for, is each a representation 
of ourselves. If left, we should never re- 
turn to our owner. God is our Owner, we 
need Him to fetch us back, or we should, 
like sheep, stray farther and farther ; for a 
sheep is an animal that can never find its 
way home. Again, we are like the lost 
silver, as helpless and lifeless, no power in 
ourselves to help oiu^elvea Even when 
we are looked for, we are as careless of 
being found as a piece of money. When 
called, there is no answer. 

How is this ? It is because we are, by 
nature, dead to goodness, and we must for 
ever lie like the lost piece of money, if one 
stronger than ourselves does not pick us 
up. God is that Almighty Searcher. He 
says, * I both search My sheep and seek 
them out.' He goes into the dark comers 
of the earth, and, with the candle of His 
Word, looks into the thoughts and intents 
of the heart He finds the lost piece, He 
goes to pick it up. Now, here is a question 
for us to ponder over, ere we xe^V^ \»^ *^. 
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Are we willing to be picked up ? for this is 
the difference between ourselves and the 
silver ; our responsibility is here tested. If 
we refiise like Herod, then we shall be left; 
like the sheep that will not return, we shall 
be left to wander ; but look at the parable, 
see the joy when the sheep is found — ^when 
the silver is picked up. Just so, when a 
sinner repents, the joy in heaven is great 
God rejoices over the sinner that repenta 
Angels rejoice above, and Christians rejoice 
on earth ; for, like the silver that was use- 
less when it was lost, so, when it was found, 
it could be spent for the benefit of its 
owner, and could give pleasure and do good 

Thus is it with the sinner that repents. 
When we turn to God, we are ready to be 
used by Him as He sees fit. We may have 
long been as useless to God as the lost piece 
of silver was to its owner, but now, being 
found by God, how much we may do. 

Think of the blessings one piece of 
sUver may scatter, and, when a sinner is in 
God's hands, wUling to be spent for His 
glory, think of the good that may be dona 
No wonder angels rejoice. 
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Let us ask, Are we sinners that have re- 
pented, or are we still lying useless ? 

If we are not doing anything for God, 
depend upon it, God has not found us. 

Let us pray, *Lord, seek Thy servant, 
and make me wish to be found of Thee/ 
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Lttze, XV. 11-24 

AND he said, A certain man had two sons: and the 
younger of them said to his father, Father, give me 
the portion of goods that falleth to me. And he divided 
unto them his living. And not many days after the younger 
son gathered all together, and took his journey into a far 
country, and there wasted his suhstance with riotous living. 
And when he had spent all, there arose a mighty famine in 
that land, and he hegan to be in want. And he went and 
joined himself to a citizen of that country, and he sent him 
into his fields to feed swine. And he would fain have fiUed 
his belly with the husks that the swine did eat; and no 
man gave unto him. And when he came to himself he 
said. How many hired servants of my father's have bread 
enough and to spare, and I perish with hunger! I will 
arise and go to my father, and will say unto him. Father, I 
have sinned against heaven, and before thee, and am no 
more worthy to be called thy son : make me as one of thy 
hired servants. And he arose, and came to his father : but 
when he was yet a great way off, his father saw him, an^ 
had compassion, and ran, and fell on his neck, and kisse* 
him. And the son said unto him, Father, I have sinne 
against heaven, and in thy sight, and am no more word 
to be called thy son. But the father said to his servan 
Bring forth the best robe, and put it on him ; and put 
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ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet ; and bring hither 
the fatted calf, and kill it ; and let us eat, and be merry : 
for this my son was dead, and is alive again ; he was lost, 
and is fomid. And they began to be merry. 



The Pbodigal Son. 

O Lordy OUT Heavenly Father, we have 
sinned against Thee, hut let us hear Thy 
gracious assurance of pardon. 

The parable of the lost sheep, and the lost 
money, is followed by the story of the 
prodigal son ; as if to show us, that though 
we stray, from natural proneness to wander, 
like the sheep, or, because we have no 
power to help ourselves, like the silver ; 
or, again, like the prodigal, because we 
wilfiilly go away from our Father's care; 
yet that God is still the same loving. Al- 
mighty Friend, going after the straying 
sheep, seeking carefully for the lost money, 
and, like a sorrowing, tender, anxious, for- 
giving parent, going to meet the returning 
son, when even a great way oflP. 

The prodigal is a picture . of many who 
choose this world's portion, and, ^*^^t X^^Wi^ 
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all the pleasure which results from their 
own evil desires, beggary and starvation 
are all that they can boast. 

^He began to be in want/ Yes, and 
all who seek their portion in this life, find 
the pleasures of sin are but for ^ a season.' 

Look at the drunkard ; look at the 
Sabbath-breaker; look at the giddy and 
bold, the ungodly and profane. Ask them, 
in their sober moments, ' What fruit had 
ye in those things, whereof ye are now 
ashamed V The answer will be : ^ A sting- 
ing conscience, a fearful looking for of 
judgments.' It is not always that a sinner 
is allowed to come to want. Sometimes 
we see both men and women going on, 
apparently prospering, as did Herod, but 
we know the end of such, and far better 
to come to want in this world, if that 
should lead to repentance, than to per- 
severe in sin, which will end in everlasting 
torments. 

Observe, it was not till the prodigal 

was in waut, that he cared for his home, 

or thought of his father. Then with what 

shame did he look on his conduct. How 
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did he envy even the servants of his 
father ! No sooner does he wish to be one 
of them, than he sets off towards home. 
Yes, he is glad to leave his present com- 
pany, for no one cares for him, now that 
he has spent all ; wicked people are selfish, 
and if they get nothing out of others, they 
do not seek them, and will not help them 
out of a difficulty. How many are led 
into sin, and left to suffer the consequence, 
by those who had betrayed them. But 
let us follow the prodigal, as, with true 
repentance, he goes to offer himself to his 
father, as a servant. Oh ! what a surprise 
awaits him ! The father recognises him 
afar off, hastens to meet him, gives him 
such a welcome, that the son, while con- 
fessing his unworthiness, is stopped in his 
request to be a servant, by the father 
calling for the best robe, clothing him with 
his own choice raiment, giving orders for 
the fatted calf to be killed, and a feast 
of rejoicing to be prepared, saying, ' This 
my son was dead, and is alive again, he 
was lost, and is found.' 

Let us think of this plctvtt^ qI <3vxsi 
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Heavenly Father s love and forgiveness, put 
before us by oiu: blessed Saviour. 

Do we know what it is to be far away 
from God ? Let us resolve with the pro- 
digal, ' I will arise and go to my Father/ 
Let us leave our sins, and set off with our 
faces Homeward, Heavenward, looking unto 
Jesus, and our gracious God will welcome 
us, and abundantly pardon. 
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Psalm ciii. 



"D LESS the Lord, O my soul ; and all that is within me, 
" hless his holy name. Bless the Lord, O my soul, and 
forget not all his benefits ; who f orgiveth all thine iniqui- 
ties ; who healeth all thy diseases ; who redeemeth thy life 
from destruction ; who crowneth thee with lovingkindness 
and tender mercies; who satisfieth thy mouth with good 
things ; so that thy youth is renewed like the eagle's. The 
Lord executeth righteousness and judgment for all that are 
oppressed. He made known his ways unto Moses, his acts 
unto the children of Israel. The Lord is merciful and gra- 
cious, slow to anger, and plenteous in mercy. He will not 
always chide : neither will he keep his anger for ever. He 
hath not dealt with us after our sins, nor rewarded us ac- 
cording to our iniquities : for as the heaven is high above 
the earth, so great is his mercy toward them that fear him. 
As far as the east is from the west, so far hath he removed 
our transgressions from us. Like as a father pitieth his 
children, so the Lord pitieth them that fear him : for he 
knoweth our frame ; he remembereth that we are dust. 
As for man, his days are as grass : as a flower of the field, 
80 he flourisheth. For the wind passeth over it, and it is 
gone ; and the place thereof shall know it no more. But 
the mercy of the Lord is from everlasting to everlasting 
upon them that fear him, and his righteousness unto d;vv\r 
dren's children; to such as keep Ina coNenfijit,«u\A\Ai^<2>'^^ 
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that remember his commandments to do them.. The Lord 
hath prepared his throne in the heavens ; and his kingdom 
ruleth over all. Bless the Lord, ye his angels, that excel 
in strength, that do his conmiandments, hearkening unto 
the voice of his word. Bless ye the Lord, all ye his hosts ; 
ye ministers of his that do his pleasm*e. Bless the Lord, 
all his works, in all places of his dominion : bless the Lord, 
O my soul. 



God a Fobgiving Father. 

Give us, Lord, a heart to praise Thee, 
that we may remember with thankfulness 
our undeserved mercies. 

There is much in this Psalm to remind 
us of our daily readings through the week, 
and to urge us to be grateful 

We have considered the subject of re- 
pentance, and this Psalm tells us we should 
bless God, ^who forgiveth all our iniquitiea' 
We yesterday read the parable of the 
prodigal son, and what a welcome his 
father gave him ; this Psalm tells us, that> 
* Like as a father pitieth his children, so 
the Lord pitieth them that fear Him,' ajK? 
that ^ As far as the east is from the wes< 
so far has He removed our sins from us.' 

If we have taken our sins to Bttm, ho 
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thankful we shall be to know they are sent 
out of reach, and that all we have done 
amiss is blotted out in the precious blood 
of Christ. Let us then rejoice in the loving- 
kindness of our God, and remember with 
thankfulness, that ' the mercy of the Lord 
is from everlasting to everlasting on them 
that fear Him/ Do we fear Him ? If we 
fear a man, we show it by our conduct. 
We do not dare to act so as to cause his 
displeasure. Is it thus we act towards 
God ? While loving Him as a Father, do 
we fear to disobey His commands ? Happy 
those who do. It is a safeguard against 
eviL ^ The fear of the Lord is the begin- 
ning of wisdom,' and, knowing the loving- 
kindness of our Heavenly Father, let us 
feel too much regard for His mercy to incur 
His displeasure. 

If iempted to do wrong, let us say with 
Joseph, ^ How can I do this great wicked- 
ness, and sin against God V 
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Psalm cxi. 

"pRAISE ye the Lord. I will praise the Lord with my 
-*- whole heart, in the assembly of the upright, and in 
the congregation. The works of the Lord are great, sought 
out of all them that have pleasure therein. His work is 
honourable and glorious, and his righteousness endureth 
for ever. He hath made his wonderful works to be remem- 
bered : the Lord is gracious and full of compassion. He 
hath given meat unto them that fear him : he vnll ever be 
mindful of his covenant. He hath shewed his people the 
power of his works, that he may give them the heritage of 
the heathen. The works of his hands are verity and judg- 
ment; all his commandments are sure. They stand fast 
for ever and ever, and are done in truth and uprightness. 
He sent redemption imto his people : he hath conmianded 
his covenant for ever : holy and reverend is his name. The 
fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom : a good under- 
standing have all they that do his commandments: his 
praise endureth for ever. 



A Keview of Mercies. 

Lord, give us thankful hearts for this 
week's blessings, and make us partakers of 
Thy redemption. 

At the close of another week, it is well to 
be reminded of our blessings, that we may 



WEEK.] SATURDAY EVENING. 169 

return thanks to the Giver of all good. 
He says, ^ Whoso offereth praise glorifieth 
Me/ and that it becomes well the just to 
be thankful. 

This Psalm reminds us of the works 
of the Lord. The sun to shine by day, 
the moon and stars to give light by night, 
are all God's works. 

The rain and snow, the wind and storm, 
are God's gifts, and do us good, though we 
do not always see their value. ' He giveth 
meat,* saith the Psalmist. We have all 
eaten, and been well filled ; have we been 
content with such things as we have, or 
have we complained of our fare ? and 
though we have said grace before our 
meals, have we always been grateful ? Let 
the remembrance of God being our Pro- 
vider and Sustainer, check any future 
murmurings, and, remembering all His 
commands are sure, let us endeavour to 
keep them. 

The more we aim to do God's will, the 
more we shall understand God's teaching. 

* A good understanding have all they 
that do His commandments V «xA "^^ 
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promise is, ^ Then shall we know, if we 
follow on to know the Lord.' So what 
perplexes us in reading, will become plain 
by practice, and ' what we know not now, 
we shall know hereafter/ Let us resolve 
to open a fresh week with praising God, 
and, in the assembly of the congregation, 
thank God for His mercies. He has sent 
us redemption ; for Jesus Christ paid His 
life, that He might buy us back from 
Satan's bondage. 

Let us show forth God's praise for this, 
not only with our lips, but by our Uves, 
and, giving up ourselves to His service, let 
us leave our sins behind us. Being free 
from the slavery of Satan, with the j&rst 
day of the week let us start afresh ; ' for- 
getting those things which are behind, let 
us reach forth to those that are before,' 
then shall we prove our repentance is sin- 
cere, and, like the reclaimed prodigal, we 
shall rejoice in all the blessings of our 
Father's House. 
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FsALM cxvi. 12-19. 

TT7HAT shall I render unto the Lord for all his benefits 
' ^ toward me ? I will take the cup of salvation, and 
call upon the name of the Lord. I will pay my vows unto 
the Lord now in the presence of all his people. Precious 
in the sight of the Lord is the death of his saints. O 
Lord, truly I am thy servant ; I am thy servant, and the 
son of thine handmaid : thou hast loosed my bonds. 1 will 
offer to thee the sacrifice of thanksgiving, and will call upon 
the name of the Lord. I will pay my vows unto the Lord 
now, in the presence of all his people ; in the courts of the 
Lord's house, in the midst of thee, O Jerusalem. Praise 
ye the Lord. 



The Lord's Day. 



May we he in the spirit on the Lords 
Dayy and gladly take the cup of salvation, 
calling on the name of the Lord. 

Each day in the week we may draw nigh 
to God in private prayer, and lift up onr 
hearts in thankfuhiess for hourly blessinga 
We may resolve to be more devoted in our 
service to God, and, by rendexin^ \ic> ^^'sas. 
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the things that axe Caesar's, that is, by doing 
our duty in that state of Kfe to which it 
hath pleased God to call us, we may glorify 
our Heavenly Father. 

The Lord's Day, the Lord's House, the 
Lord's People, all consecrated to Him who 
made them, what can be more meet, and 
right, and our bounden duty, than to pay 
our vows in the presence of His people? 
David resolved to do this. With him we 
may say, * Truly I am Thy servant. Thou 
hast loosed my bands ;' for we are all God's 
servants, loosed from Satan's slavery by 
the redemption of Jesus Christ, and the 
debt of gratitude we all owe, is the vow we 
ought not to be slack to pay. 

In the courts of the Lord's House, let 
us show heartfelt service. Let our devotion 
prove our sincerity. Our reverence in 
kneeling, our heartiness in responding, ought 
to be the echo of David's words, *What 
shall I render to the Lord for all His bene- 
fits?' We may not have to return thanks 
for deliverance from earthly enemies, as the 
Psalmist, but we may all thank God for the 
^ift of a Saviour, and, if we know anything 

m 
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of what He has done for us, let us be glad 
when opportunity offers, to join in those 
sacred emblems of His dying love, even the 
cup, commemorating His Blood shed, the 
bread, showing forth His Body given for us. 
Oh ! how can any expect to be saved, 
who refuse to keep the Saviour's dying 
conmiand ? All who can lay claim to Christ's 
salvation, and say from the heart, * I will 
take the cup of salvation,' will also be glad 
to take the cup of blessing, and say, * This 
is the communion of the Blood of Christ / 
and, instead of turning their back on the 
Sacred Feast with the many, they will 
gladly join the Uttle company, who re- 
member the Saviour's dying request, *Do 
this in remembrance of Me.' 
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FsALH cxviii. 24^29. 

n^mS is the day which the Lord hath made; we will 
-*- rejoice and be glad in it. Save now, I. beseech thee, 
O Lord: O Lord, I beseech thee, send now prosperity. 
Blessed be he that cometh in the name of the Lord : we 
have blessed you out of the house of the Lord. God is the 
Lord, which hath shewed us light : bind the sacrifice with 
cords, even unto the horns of the altar. Thou art my Grod, 
and I will praise thee : thou art my God, I will exalt thee. 
O give thanks unto the Lord; for he is good: for hifl 
mercy endureth for ever. 



Fbesh Dedication to God. 

Lord, help its to dedicate ourselves afresh 

to Thee. 

The Sabbath ought always to be a happy 
day, and, though the flesh is not always in 
accordance with the spirit, we may make 
sacred pleasures very varied, to meet the 
requirements of a body, which would soon 
weary with constant reading or meditation. 
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We may add psalms, and hymns, and spiritual 
songs, singing and making melody in our 
hearts to the Lord as refreshment ; and 
many spiritual helps we may find by 
searching for texts, to be practised through 
the week, choosing or learning a text for 
each day, or selecting a Scripture maxim as 
our motto for the week. It is a relief to 
the hard-working to have one day in the 
week, when man may rest his body, and, 
after returning from the House of prayer, 
may enjoy the sleep which God gives His 
beloved. Let us, however, not forget the 
duty we have learnt, for, if God has showed 
us light, as David expresses it in this Psalm, 
we must note the command, * Bind the 
sacrifice with cords ;' that is, we must give 
ourselves, a living sacrifice, to God's service. 
We must give up our tongue to speak 
truth and good-will, our hands to be dili- 
gent, our feet to be active, and our heart 
and soul to be devoted as an offering to 
God. Thus shall we exalt God, for men 
will see our good works and glorify our 
Father who is in heaven. No longer will 
it be asked in derision of comTOVTO\^!»s;^»>^ 
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' What do ye more than others V for their 
diligence in earthly duties, obedience to 
earthly masters, forbearance and kindness 
to each other, love to enemies, and hearty 
forgiveness, will prove that Sunday worship 
is a help to week-day service, and their life, 
as well as their lips, wiU constantly say, * 0, 
give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good, 
for His mercy endureth for ever/ 
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LxjKB, X. 38-42. 

"VrOW it came to pass, as they went, that he entered 
-^^ into a certain village ; and a certain woman, named 
Martha, received him into her house. And she had a sister 
called Mary, which also sat at Jesus' feet, and heard his 
word. But Martha was cumbered about much serving, 
and came to him, and said. Lord, dost thou not care that 
my sister hath left me to serve alone ? bid her, therefore, 
that she help me. And Jesus answered and said unto her, 
Martha, Martha, thou art careful and troubled about many 
things : but one thing is needful ; and Mary hath chosen 
that good part, which shall not be taken away from her. 



The Chabacter of Mary. 
O Lordy shed Thy love in all our hearts. 

There are so many lioly women in tlie 
saxjred Scriptures, that we may do well to 
take one for consideration. 

The little town of Bethany boasts a 
family, which St. John says Jesus loved, for 
he writes, * Jesus loved Martha, her sister, 
and Lazarus.' The sister's name >n^>s^ "^^sfirj \ 
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she is commended by our Saviour for pre- 
ferring to listen to His teaching rather than 
to minister to His wants. Martha gave the 
Saviour a welcome, for St. Luke implies 
she was the mistress, and received Him 
into her house ; but while she was cumbered 
with preparations, and troubled with much 
serving, making everything in readiness, 
she lost sight of the Saviour s errand, which 
was to seek and to save. 

Mary was absorbed with the Saviour's 
company, and sat at His feet to hear B5s 
words. 

Though the Lord Jesus could appreciate 
Martha's desire to make Him comfortable, 
yet He reproved her, when, over-done with 
work, she wished Mary to help her, rather 
than sit, as perhaps it appeared, merely as 
a looker-on. But our Saviour knew both, 
and saw that Martha was giving all her 
thoughts to the body, so He would remind 
her of something more important. * Martha, 
Martha,' said He, Hhou art careful and 
troubled about many things, but one thing 
is needful, and Mary hath chosen that good 
part which shall not be taken away from 
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her/ Here is a lesson for all. We need 
Martha in this world to look after onr 
household comforts, to make the fires, to 
cook the food, to look well to family affairs ; 
but every Martha should possess a Mary's 
spirit, and remember that, while bodily 
comforts are important, one thing is need- 
ful, one thing must not be omitted, even the 
care of the soul, or the good part will be 
lost. The soul not being armed for conflict, 
no\ being fed by Divine teaching, not being 
ampported by Almighty strength, will suffer, 
and the ruffled temper, the exhausted spirit, 
the tired brain, the fretted nerves, will 
suggest, * I am left alone in my work, my 
Master does not care for me,' though, aU 
the time. He is speaking words of teaching 
and heart-cheer to all that are in the house. 
But of course, only those, who listen, catch 
the whispers of His loving sympathy and 
heavenly consolation. Let us * be diligent 
in business,' but let us, at the same time, 
* be fervent in spirit serving the Lord,' then 
shall we carry from family and private 
prayer a blessing from the Saviour, which 
will calm our troubled spmt^ Sn XJc^e^ ^^bS^ 



180 BAILT^rESSONS. 'c rPOUETH 

turmoil, and we shall feel the triitlx of the 
promise, * Seek first the kingdom of God 
and His righteousness, and all needful 
things shall be added unto you.* While 
those who are too busy to pray, who care 
not for the privHege of family worship, 
must not expect that Mary's good part will 
be given them. Not having chosen the 
Saviour's teaching, they must not expect 
His consolations ; and though they may be 
the best of workers, yet those, who never 
care for the Saviour's words, must not ex- 
pect to be otherwise than careworn aiid 
dispirited. 

We may hope that Martha profited by 
our Saviour's rebuke, and joined Mary, for 
we hear no more of her complaints, and the 
bustHng Martha was afterwards equally 
beloved, for we read, * Jesus loved Martha.' 

* The useful, not the great, 

The thing that never dies, 
The silent toil that is not lost^ 
Set these hefore thine eyes.' 

EONAIU 
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John, xi. 1-7. 

"VrOW a certain man was sick, named Lazarus, of Beth- 
-L^ any, the town of Mary and her sister Martha. (It 
was that Mary which anointed the Lord with ointment, 
and wiped his feet with her hair, whose brother Lazarus 
was sick.) Therefore his sisters sent unto him, saying, 
Lord, behold, he whom thou lovest is sick. When Jesus 
heard that, he said, This sickness is not unto death, but for 
the glory of God, that the Son of God might be glorified 
thereby. Now Jesus loved Martha, and her sister, and 
Lazarus. When he had heard, therefore, that he was sick, 
he abode two days still in the same place where he was. 
Then after that saith he to his disciples, Let us go into 
Judsea again. 

The Death of Lazarus. 

Lord, help us to believe in Thy love, 
though Thy chastisements should prove 
grievous. 

Martha and Mary knew well where to 
send in trouble. They felt Jesus loved 
them, and would heal their sick brother, 
Lazarus, if He only could \ie> \^^ Q?l\isa. 



182 DAILY LESSONS. [fotteth 

illness ; so they sent to Him, and then 
they waited and watched. We read with 
astonishment, till we know the end, that 
Jesus loved them, and yet remained two 
days, before going to the anxious sisters, 
and the dying brother. We should have 
thought He would have hastened to them, 
but He had purposes of love, and mercy, 
and power in store, which were hidden, 
while the sisters mourned and the brother 
died. And is not this the case in our own 
experience ? We pray in behalf of our dear 
friends, and, believing Jesus loves us, we 
expect Him to come to our relief; but 
hope dies, and our hearts break, and we 
catch the last fainting sigh, as the eye 
closes for ever. 

This is the time to remember, that 
*whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth ;' 
for ' Jesus loved Martha and her sister, and 
Lazarus,' yet He did not go to their suc- 
cour immediately. It is right to tell Jesus 
of our sorrows, and to beUeve that, though 
He does not come to our aid, it is not, that 
He does not care for us. Oh ! no, we 
cannot weep, but He will weep with us, 
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and it is for wise purposes, that He some- 
times denies our prayers. He may not 
restore our friends, because He may see it 
would be kinder to take them from evil 
He may remove those we loved, that we 
may j&nd in Him * a Friend that sticketh 
closer than a brother/ An Almighty arm 
to lean upon, stronger than any earthly 
support ; for, to every one who looks to 
Jesus in trouble. He gives this precious 
assurance, * I will never leave thee nor for- 
sake thee/ * Thy Maker is thy husband, the 
Lord of Hosts is His name/ 

Let us remember this for our comfort, 
and in all times of tribulation, the Lord 
wiU deUver us. 

* Yes, for me, for me He careth 

With a brother^s tender care ; 
Yes, with me, with me He shareth 
Every burden, every fear.' 
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John, xi. 11-45. 

T^HESE things said he: and after that he saith unto 
^ them. Our friend Lazarus sleepeth ; hut I go, that I 
may awake him out of sleep. Then said his disciples, Lord, 
if he sleep he shall do welL Howheit Jesus spake of his 
death : but they thought that he had spoken of taking of 
rest in sleep. Then said Jesus unto them plainly, Lazarus 
is dead. And I am glad for your sakes that I was not 
there, to the intent ye may believe : nevertheless, let us go 
unto him. Then said Thomas, which is called Didymus, 
unto his fellow-disciples, Let us also go, that we may die 
with him. Then when Jesus came, he found that he had 
lain in the grave four days already. Now Bethany was 
nigh unto Jerusalem, about fifteen furlongs off ; and many 
of the Jews came to Martha and Mary, to comfort them 
coQOefiiing their brother. Then Martha, as soon as she 
heard that Jesus was coming, went and met him : but Mary 
Bat still in the house. Then said Martha unto Jesus, Lord, 

* if thou hadst been here, my brother had not died. But I 
know, that even now, whatsoever thou wilt ask of God, 
God will give it thee. Jesus saith unto her. Thy brother 
shall rise again. Martha saith unto him, I know that he 
shall rise again in the resurrection at the last day. Jesus 
said unto her, I am the resurrection, and the life : he that 
believeth in me, though he were dead, yet shall he live: 

and whoBoever liveth and \)e!ieveth in me shall never die. 
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Believest thou this? She saith unto him, Yea, Lord: I 
believe that thou art the Christy the Son of Grod, whici 
should come into the world. And when she had so Mdd 
she went her way, and called Mary her sister secretly, 
saying, The Master is come, and calleth for thee. As soon 
as she heard that, she arose quickly and came unto him. 
Now Jesus was not yet come into the town, but was in that 
place where Martha met him. The Jews, then, which were 
with her in the house, and comforted her, when they saw 
Mary, that she rose up hastily and went out, followed her, 
saying, She goeth unto the grave to weep there. Then 
when Mary was come where Jesus was, and saw him, she 
fell down at his feet, saying unto him. Lord, if thou hadst 
been here, my brother had not died. When Jesus, there- 
fore, saw her weeping, and the Jews also weeping which 
came with her, he groaned in the spirit, and was troubled, 
and said, Where have ye laid him ? They said unto him, 
Lord, come and see. Jesus wept. Then said the Jews, 
Behold, how he loved him ! And some of them said, Could 
not this man, which opened the eyes of the blind, have 
caused that even this man should not have died? Jesus, 
therefore, again groaning in himself, cometh to the grave. 
It was a cave, and a stone lay upon it. Jesus said. Take 
ye away the stone. Martha, the sister of him that was 
dead, saith unto him, Lord, by this time he stinketh, !(»' he 
hath been dead four days. Jesus saith unto her. Said t jnt 
unto thee, that, if thou wouldest believe, thou shoiddest gee 
the glory of God ? Then they took away the stone from' 
the place where the dead was laid. And Jesus lifted up 
his eyes, and said, Father, I thank thee that thou haat 
heard me. And I knew that thou hearest me always : but 
because of the people which stand by I said it, that they 
may believe that thou hast sent me. And when he thus 
had spoken he cried with a loud voiced Lazarus, come forth. 
And he that was dead came forth, Wimdi VasA «sA Wi^* 
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with graveclothes ; and his face was bound about with a 
napkin. Jesus saith unto them, Loose him, and let him 
go. Then many of the Jews which came to Mary, and 
had seen the things which Jesus did, believed on him. 



Death of Believeks. 

This touching account could not easily 
have been shortened, and it speaks for 
itself. We may carry away jfrom it the 
truth of the Saviour's sympathy, and be 
assured that though He cause grief, yet 
will He have compassion, according to the 
multitude of His tender mercy/ Let us 
remember, that the glory of God is the 
end of all that befalls us. We now see 
hdW much more God was glorified by the 
raising of Lazarus, than He would have 
been by his cure. And how often does 
the death of a Christian speak the power 
of God, as much as the life. 

A physician once remarked, ' I would 
not have missed seeing Elizabeth die on 
any account/ She had been a faithful 
nurse, and Christian servant in his family. 
^It showed me,' Baid he, * the faith of a 
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Christian in the Saviour, and it taught 
me more than many sermons. I had seen 
her holy life for seven years. Her happy 
death was one to be envied.' Let us then 
believe in the love of Jesus ; though He 
slay, let us still trust in Him, and, with 
the bereaved Mary, let us hasten to Him in 
our sorrow, when He calls, knowing He has 
comfort to bestow. 

Oh, let us now make the Saviour our all, 
And low at His feet in prayer let us fall, 
Be this our request, ' Lord, help me to be. 
Waiting and watching till I shall meet Thee.' 

With what great delight it will be to obey. 
And hasten with joy to the land of bright day. 
When at last 'tis said to you and to me, 
* The Master is come and calleth for thee.* 
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1 CoKINTHIAire, XV. 19-23. 

IF in this life only we have hope in Christ, we are of all 
men most miserable. But now is Christ risen from 
the dead, and become the firstfniits of them that slept. 
For since by man came death, by man came also the resur- 
rection of the dead. For as in Adam all die, even so in 
Christ shall all be made alive. But every man in his own 
order: Christ the firstfniits; afterward they that are Christ's 
at his coming. 

^.,5 

The Resurrection of the Body. 

Lord, enable us to Jind comfort from 

this subject * 

The resurrection of the body has been a 
puzzle to many. Martha said she knew 
her brother would rise again at the last 
day, and we say every Sunday, that we 
believe in the resurrection of the body, and 
the life everlasting, but do we teally find 
comfort from the thought ? ^ • ' 

The Apostle, St. P^mI, tried to prpve 
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the consolation it might Be to Christians, 
who in those days often suffered death for 
the sake of religion ; he said, that if there 
was no resurrection, they were of all men 
most miserable. This was very true, for 
they were persecuted for righteousness^ 
sake, and their lives were cut short by 
cruel deaths, so if there was no life here- 
after, they would be great losers by being 
Christians. As all inherit Adam's sin, and 
Adam's nature, so they are subject to 
death, — all have mortal bodies, but, in 
Christ, all shall be made ahve. Jesus Christ 
died to redeem the bodies as well as the 
souls, and as He rose, to show He had paid 
the debt for them, so will every one rise 
agaiD. Yes, there will be a resurrection 
both of the Just and the unjust. The 
graves wiU be opened, and every one will 
be judged according to their works. 

Friends long parted, will then meet 
again, and many who have said, * It is all 
over,' will then find that deeds hidden by 
man, are brought to light by God. Good 
deeds to be rewarded, and bad deeds to 
be punished ; for, * the wicked ahall ^<:i ^»^^ 
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into everlasting punishment, but the right- 
eous into life eternal/ Are we preparing 
for the resurrection of th© just ? If so, we 
shall never die etemaliy, tand with St. Paul 
we may say, ' O Death, t^ere is thy sting ? 
O Grave, where is thy victory ? The sting 
of death is sin, and the strength of sin is 
the law, but thanks be to God who giveth 
us the victory, through our Lord Jesus 
Christ/ 

* Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye 
stedfast, immovable, always abounding in 
the work of the Lprd, forasmuch as ye 
know, that your labour is not in vain in the 
Lord.' Nothing dofhe for the Lord's glory 
will be in vain, for, at the resurrection, 
every faithful servant of Christ will hear 
of his work, and will be rewarded for it. 
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J0H9, xSL 1-10. 

THEN Jesus, six days before the passover, came to 
Bethany, where Lazarus was which had been dead, 
whom he raised from the dead. There they made him a 
supper, and Martha served ; but liazarus was one of them 
that sat at the table with him. Then took Mary a pound 
of ointment of spikenard, very costly, and anointed the feet 
of Jesus, and wiped his feet with her hair ; and the house 
was filled with the odoiu* of the ointment. Then saith one 
of his disciples, Judas Iscariot, Simon's son, which should 
betray him, Why was not this ointment sold for three 
hundred pence, and given to tbe poor? This he said, not 
that he cared for the poor, but because he was a thief, and 
had the bag, and bare what waa put therein. Then said 
Jesus, Let her alone ; against the day of my bmying hath 
she kept this. For the poor always ye have with you ; but • 
me ye have not always. Much people of the Jews, there- 
fore, knew that he was there; and they came not for 
Jesus' sake only, but that they might see Lazarus also, 
whom he had raised from the dead. But the chief priests 
consulted that they might put Lazarus also to death. 



Mary anoints the Saviour. 

Grant us hearts to love Thee, Lord, and 

grace to serve Thee. 

What a happy feast that must have been, 
when this family once more nvat^ 'Yk^^ 
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blessed S^tioiui the risen Lazarus, and the 
grateful aisterg. 

Martlia, no doubt, was glad to serve, 
and express ber thankftdness, by waiting 
on ber Mastet. 

Majy had her way of showing gratitude ; 
her qtdet nature could not withhold some 
tribute of aflfecticmi to Him, whom she had 
4fver loved, but all the more dear to her 
BOW, that He had raised her precious 
brother to life. '^ V 

In tha* country, and in w^ times, it 
was ouirtomajy for people to recline at 
meals, with their feceil towards the table 
while eating ; their feet would be behind, 
and thus Mary could ^ai^y, and imob- 
served, anoint the Sati^itrtS feet, ^a token 
in the East of respect too, devotiGaoT. 

Mary did not stitA Her offeili]^^ she 
took a pound, and ii^'WM** oSE^ of 
spikenard, very costly, so both in quantity 
and quality Mary was liberaL 

Indeed, when the sweet odour filled the 

house, Judas at once reproved her for the 

^ waste,' as he called it, and said it might 

have been sold for three himdred pence 
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and been given to the poor ; but Jesus 
knew he did not wish to benefit the poor, 
and while He rebuked Judas for his grudg- 
ing selfishness. He accepted Mary's offering 
with approval. 

How differently are we judged by Grod 
and man ! The claims of the poor are 
too often put forth, merely as a shelter 
for selfishness. It is well known that the 
poor have the best Mends, in those who 
acknowledge the Master, and the mite 
given to spead His Gospel, is never taten 
from the poor at home ; for those who care 
for the heathen, are those whose hearts are 
ready to show piety and charity to poor 
relations, and to all in need, according to 
their means. 

The modest, unobtrusive Mary, little 
thought that her offering would bring her 
into notice, but the very costliness of the 
gift betrayed her; the precious spikenard 
fiilled all the house with its perfume. So 
it is with every gift laid at the Saviour's 
feet; the giver may be over-looked by 
man, but not the gift. And when once a 
closed -up, selfish heart is brokevi V3 ^*Gs^^ 
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power of the Holy Ghoqt, how do the 
natural hard tendeneies become softened 
The bright Sun of Bighteousness melts 
the stony particles of pride and selfishness, 
which run out of the endoseil ^€fart, and 
the Holy Spirit having refilled t^e cleansed 
vessel with His own gracious gifts, the 
house is filled with the odour, for the 
humble Christian poui» out an offering of 
self-denial, of kindness, of goodness, of true 
charity, at the Saviour's feet. Do we each 
shed forth this tribute of gratitude aroimd 
us ? I do not ask, Do Ve talk of our Lord 
and Master ? Do we praise Him ? But I 
ask. Do others perceive that an offering is 
made ? Does obedience to earthly masters, 
prove that we obey oiu- Heavenly Master ? 
Do the peace and joy, which fill our hearts, 
benefit others ia keeping peace and making 
them happy ? Does love to man, in helping 
and forgiving, and bearing patiently, shed 
that sweet fragrance which make others 
perceive we have given that offering to 
the Saviour which He will not despise ? 
If so, we have done a good work, and, long 
a£ber we have left our earthly abode, will 
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the house be fifcented with a holy life ; 
while hereafter will the memorial be ac- 
knowledged by our blessed Redeemer with 
special encouragement 

If we would be honoured by the Saviour, 
let our deeds honour Hiix^ and though men 
may judge us harshly, yet all will like the 
good service of loving charity. 



.i 



*f 
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W^!trmsjtrag #imtxtr0» 



Marx, xiv. 1-10. 

A FTEE two days was the feast of the passover, and of 
-^ unleavened bread ; and the chief priests and the 
scribes sought how they might take him by craft, and put 

.him to death. But they said, Not on the feast-day, lest 
there be an uproar of the people. And being in Bethany, 
in the house of Simon the leper, as he sat at meat, there 
came a woman having an alabaster box of ointment of 
spikenard, very precious; and she brake the box, and 
poured it on his head. And there were some that had in- 
dignation within themselves, and said, Why was this waste 
of the ointment made? For it might have been sold for 
more than three hundred pence, and have been given to 
the poor. And they murmured against her. And Jesus 
said, Let her alone; why trouble ye her? she hath wrought 
a good work on me. For ye have the poor with you always, 
and whensoever ye will ye may do them good : but me ye 
have not always. She hath done what she could : she is 
come aforehand to anoint my body to the burying. Verily 
I say unto you. Wheresoever this gospel shall be preached 
throughout the whole world, this also that she hath done 
shall be spoken of for a memorial of her. And Judas Isca- 

not, one of the twelve, went \mto the chief priests, to betray 
bim unto them. 
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The Saviour's Encouragement to Mary. 

Lord^ grant us grace so to deny our- 
selves, that we may have the same gracious 
encouragementn 

This morning we dwelt on Mary's offering, 
and the effect it had, on those around ; we 
observed it was a costly offering, for the oint- 
ment was worth three hundred pence ; but 
what will not love sacrifice for the expres- 
sion of devotion ? We know how gladly we 
stint ourselves to give a present to those 
we love. Are we as ready as Mary to give 
to our Lord and Master ? Can He say of 
us, as He did of Mary, ' She hath done 
what she could?' or do we grudge our 
mite for His cause ? There are many, who, 
like Judas, from selfish ends, bring forward 
the poor at home, as a reason for not send- 
ing the Gospel abroad ; but do people, who 
refuse to give to missionaries, help the poor 
instead ? Is it not too often, that the shilling 
declined as an annual subscription to the 
missionary cause, is spent on a ribbon, or 
an ornament, for ourselves 1 
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Happy is it, if the Saviour can look 
down upon us, and say, as He did to Mary, 
' She hath done what she could/ Mary may 
have wished she could have had the supper 
in her own house, but with their means, it 
might not have been in her power to wel- 
come so many, for there seem to have been 
several at the feast. St. Matthew says, 
the disciples saw the offering of the oint- 
ment, though Judas was the only one 
mentioned by St. John, as finding fault 
with it. 

Martha may have felt unequal to the 
task of cooking a supper, no doubt it would 
have cumbered her, and Mary, not lihwill- 
ing to help, may have shrunk from what 
was beyond her power. But both sisters 
showed their readiness to do their part, and 
when all were assembled in Simon's house, 
Martha served, and Mary anointed the 
Saviour's feet. She may have been too 
bashful to wait on the guests, but because 
she could not be active like Martha, she 
was not therefore satisfied to be merely a 
/Spectator. Love must show itself, and if 
she cannot speak, ox sexv^, ^\i^ ^iU quietly 
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stoop behind, and anoint the Saviour^s 
feet. 

Oh ! how sweet the gracious words, 
^ She hath done what she could/ Yes, it 
was not she hath done what she was 
asked, — many do that, — and it was not, 
she hath done what she wished — for, per- 
haps, she envied Martha's clever serving, or 
Simon's power to give the supper. Mary 
may have wanted to have done far more 
than anoint the Saviour's feet, but she did 
what she could, and her loving Master knew 
this ; so while she was, perhaps, regretting 
she could do no more, and Judas was in- 
dignant at her doing so much, she heard 
the Lord's gracious approval, and, no doubt, 
felt with the poet, — 

* The Master praises, what are men ? ' 

Let us each take a lesson for ourselves, 
and try to do our utmost for the Saviour's 
cause. We may not, perhaps, be able to 
follow the example of others who have 
much to give, but if we set aside a farthing 
a- week, it will coimt to many pence in a 
lifetime, and who shall aaj ^Jtia ^<^^^>ssj^ 
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that may come to us, as well as the benefit 
that o\ir oflfering may do to others; only 
let lis remember the Saviour's words, ' She 
hath done what she could,' and we shall 
be stirred up to think, to pray, and to act, 
till we also have our little offering to pre- 
sent, and ^ she hath done what she could,' 
will be the welcome acknowledgment each 
loving giver will receive. 
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Cl^trrsltrag gj0rjim0< 



ExoDTJS, XXXV. 4-10, 21, 22, 29 ; xxxvi, 5, 6, 7. 

A ND Moses spake unto all the congregation of the chil- 
-^ dren of Israel, saying, This is the thing which the 
Lord commanded, sajdng. Take ye from among you an 
offering unto the Lord : whosoever is of a willing heart, let 
h i m bring it, an offering of the Lord : gold, and silver, and 
brass, and blue, and purple, and scarlet, and fine linen, and 
goats' hair, and rams' skins dyed red, and badgers' skins, 
and shittim wood, and oil for the light, and spices for 
anointing oil and for the sweet incense, and onyx stones, 
and stones to be set for the ephod, and for the breastplate. 
And every wise-hearted among you shall come, and make 

all that the Lord hath commanded And they 

came, every one whose heart stirred him up, and every one 
whom his spirit made willing, and they brought the Lord's 
offering to the work of the tabernacle of the congregation, 
and for all his service, and for the holy garments. And 
they came, both men and women, as many as were willing 
hearted, and brought bracelets, and earrings, and rings, 
and tablets, all jewels of gold : and every man that offered 

offered an offering of gold unto the Lord The 

children of Israel brought a willing offering unto the Lord, 
every man and woman, whose heart made them willing to 
bring id iH manner of work, which the Lord had com- 

mand0d.tQibe made by the hand of Moses 

And they spake unto Moses, saying. The people bring much 
more thailr enough for the service of the work, which the 
Lord commanded to make. And Moses ^ve cQ\s^s!)asAr 
ment, and they caused it to be procAamvi^^ ^QtowsL^^-viS^ *^^ 
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camp, saying, Let neither man nor woman make any more 
work for the offering of the sanctuary. So the people were 
restrained from bringing. For the stuff they had was suffi- 
cient for all the work to make it, and too much. 



The Offering for the Tabernacle. 

O Lord, make us willing to give for Thy 
service, and stir up our hearts in every 
good cause. 

This passage speaks for itself, and needs 
little comment. The Israelites in the wil- 
derness are a pattern to ns, and in their 
readiness to give towards rearing a place 
of worship, shows that their hearts were 
really stirred up. It is seldom people give 
as they did ; so that much more than 
enough is gathered for any good work. 
We do not often need to be restrained from 
giving, though when God stirs up the heart, 
it may sometimes be said of people now, as 
St. Paul said of the poor converts at Mace- 
donia, that they give up to their power, 
yea, and ^ beyond their power,' for there are 
some whose deep poverty does not restrain 
their warm, liberal hearts, and the 'widow's 
mite — her whole livmg — \a ^ ^& to the 
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treasuiy, which our Lord noticed more than 
the alms of the rich. 

Those who give heartily, forget them- 
selves in their zeal for the cause they aid, 
and, like the Israelites, who gave to the 
Tabernacle, have more pleasure in dedi- 
cating to God their precious things, than in 
keeping them for their own use. 

The Israelites were not in a position to 
earn money, and they were far removed 
from shops ; therefore, what they gave, they 
could not replace ; but that did not make 
them reluctant to part with what they 
possessed. 

Let us be like-minded ; for aU those who 
put their money into the Lord's treasury, 
expecting nothing again, find blessings 
retinned to them in this life ; God loveth 
a cheerful giver, and His love is a sweet 
solace in life, and through eternity. 

A rich miser was once tempted to ac- 
company some friends to a Missionary 
Meeting, resolving, at the same time, to 
come back as rich as he went. The appeal 
for help was, however, so eloquent, tW^ 
he dropped a shilling into \iie ^^\»^^ ^cyt^**^ 
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regretting his liberality as soon as he had 
done so. He had not got many steps on 
his way home, when, in the midst of ex- 
pressing his mistake at having been drawn 
into an assembly where money had been 
extorted from him, he was checked in his 
regrets, by seeing something bright on the 
path before him. Stooping to pick it up, he 
exclaimed, ' It is a shilling,' and putting it 
in his pocket, added, ' I little thought the 
clergyman meant it, when he said, " He that 
giveth to the poor lendeth to the Lord, and 
that which he layeth out it shall b© paid 
him again." ' His companion rejoined, ' You 
surely do not think that shilling is God's 
payment to you ; no, it is your own returned, 
God does not want money given grudgingly; 
He won't let it pay you in blessings. You 
are as rich as you were this morning, but 
if your heart had gone with your shilling, 
you would have been happier ; for God would 
have enriched you for time and eternity.' 
Those who give to man, have their re- 
ward on earth, those who give to God, 
have blessings in this life, as well as in 
that which is to come. 
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CI^M;rs!trag ^teb^. 



2 Corinthians, ix. 

"I^OE. as touching the ministering to the saints it is super- 
-^ fluous for me to write to you : for I know the forward- 
ness of your mind, for which I hoast of you to them of 
Macedonia, that Achaia was ready a year ago ; and your 
zeal hath provoked very many. Yet have I sent the bre- 
thren, lest our boasting of you should be in vain in this 
behalf ; that, as I said, ye may be ready : lest haply if they 
of Macedonia come with me, and find you unprepared, we 
(that we say not, ye) should be ashamed in thiiJ same con- 
fident boasting. Therefore I thought it necessary to exhort 
the brethren, that they would go before unto you, and 
make up beforehand your bounty, whereof ye had notice 
before, that the same might be ready, as a matter of bounty 
and not as of covetousness. But this I say, He which 
soweth sparingly shall reap also sparingly; and he which 
soweth bountifully shall reap also bountifuDy. Every man 
according as he purposeth in his heart, so let him give ; not 
grudgingly, or of necessity: for God loveth a cheerful 
giver. And God is able to make aJl grace abound toward 
you; that ye, always having all sufficiency in all things, 
may abound to every good work : (as it is written, He hath 
dispersed abroad ;. he hath given to the poor ; his righteous- 
ness remaineth fot ever. Now he that ministereth seed to 
the sower both minister bread for yo\Mc iwA, «sA Tssai&s^ 
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your seed sown, and increase the fruits of your righteous- 
ness;) being enriched in every thing to all bountifulness, 
which causeth through us thanksgiving to God. For the 
administration of this service not only supplieth the want 
of the saints, but is abundant also by many thanksgivings 
unto God; whiles by the experiment of this ministration 
they glorify God for your professed subjection unto the 
gospel of Christ, and for your liberal distribution unto 
them, and unto all men ; and by their prayer for you, which 
long after you for the exceeding grace of God in you. 
Thanks be unto God for his unspeakable gift. 



GoD% Gift to us. 

»■ ■ 

Lord^ make us thankful, for Thy 
unspeakable Gift 

The Apostle St. Paul reminds the Corinth- 
ians of the money they had promised to 
collect for the poor saints at Jerusalem, 
and urges them to be liberal, not only that 
others might see he had not spoken too 
highly of their readiness to help, but that 
their good works might cause thanksgiving 
to God ; for whUe the poor sufferers en- 
joyed the benefits, God would be glorified 
by the self-denial, which had made the 
Corinthians so ready to think of others, 
and thus, the Gospel which they professed, 
would prove tliat it \i^ ^ ^qt^^y to in- 
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1. ' 

fluence for good, and many would thank 
God for relief St. Paul begs every one to 
give something; he that had Kttle he urged, 
gladly to give of that little. He that had 
much, to give liberally ; but every one to do 
it willingly, not grudgingly, or of necessity. 

The gift that is got by repeated re- 
quests ; the subscription that is paid after 
much entreaty, does not come from a cheer- 
ful giver, and those who roake excuses, and 
decline to send the good xtews of salvation 
to others, can surely not have felt the pre- 
ciousness of the Saviour to their own souls. 

No one can join St. Paul in saying, 
^ Thanks be imto God, for His unspeakable 
gift,' who will not be ready to testify their 
active service in their Master's cause, like 
Martha, or by secret self-denial, present an 
offering, as did Mary, which will be ac- 
knowledged by the Saviour, though man 
may call it waste. Only let us prize the 
gift of a Redeemer, and know the value of 
our ransom being paid by the precious 
blood of Christ, and we shall think nothing 
too much to offer out of love to Him, who 
gave His own life for wa. 
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Jfritrag Ptnrning. 



1 CoBiNTHiAKS, ziiL 

THOUGH I speak with the tongues of men and of an- 
gels, and have not charity, I am become as sounding 
brass, or a tinkling cymbal. And though I have the gift 
of prophecy, and imderstand all mysteries, and all know- 
ledge ; and though I have all faith, so that I could remove 
mountains, and have not charity, I am nothing. And though 
I bestow aU my goods to feed the poor, and though I give 
my body to be burned, and have not charity, it profiteth 
me nothing. Charity suffereth long, and is kind ; charity 
envieth not ; charity vaunteth not itself, is not puffed up, 
doth not behave itself unseemly, seeketh not her own, is 
not easily provoked, thinketh no evil ; rejoiceth not in ini- 
quity, but rejoiceth in the truth; beareth all things, be- 
Ueveth all things, hopeth all things, endureth all things. 
Charity never faileth: but whether there be prophecies, 
they shall fail ; whether there be tongues, they shall cease ; 
whether there be knowledge, it shall vanish away. For we 
know in part, and we prophesy in part: but when that 
which is perfect is come, then that which is in part shall 
be done away. When I was a child I spake as a child, I 
understood as a child, I thought as a child : but when I 
became a man, I put away childish things. For now we 
see through a glass, darkly ; but then face to face : now I 
know in part ; but then shall I know even as also I am 
known. And now abideth faith, hope, charity, these three ; 
but the greatest of these is charity. 



WEEK.] FRIDAY MORNING. 209 



True Charity. 

Grant us, Lord, that true charity, 
which will show itself in love to Thee, and 
all the world. 

Lest we mistake the Scriptural meaning 
of charity, it is well to ponder over this 
chapter, for we are told, that people may 
give all their goods to feed the poor, and 
even give their body to be burned, and yet 
have no charity. People may even speat 
loving words, and talk like angels, but yet 
have no charity. Let us, then, observe St. 
Paul's description of charity. 

' Charity suffers long, and is kind.' Yes, 
it does not soon get weary of people's tire- 
some ways, but it suffers long with them, 
and is not sullen while it suffers through 
others' peevishness, but is kind. 

' Charity envieth not.' If a person is 
especially noticed, charity is not jealous of 
that person. Charity does not envy either 
the friends, the favours, or the happiness of 
others ; * it vaunteth not itself, is not 

P 
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puffed up, dotli not behave itself unseemly, 
seeketh not her own, is not easily provoked/ 

Oh, what a beautiful picture is this ! It 
reminds us of modest Mary, sitting at the 
Saviours feet; not setting herself up as 
better than others, not tossing her head 
when Judas tried to blame her waste, not 
easUy provoked when he would put the 
poor before her, rather than her blessed 
Master. How many even good people are 
puffed up with self-sufficiency, and act un- 
seemly to others, passing them without 
kindly notice, and easUy provoked with 
fancied slights. 

True charity does not even think evil, 
but tries to make excuses for the appear- 
ance of evil. Charity is not only negative, 
it is positive. It is not content with show- 
ing no unseemly behaviour, but it acts 
lovingly, and thinks tenderly. Charity 
bears aU things, believes the best of aU 
things, endures all things. Instead of being 
ready to take offence, it does not believe 
any ill was intended, so it is ready to pass 
over injuries, and, whUe it endures what it 
cannot remedy, it shows that true love 



k 
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dwells in the heart, which thus influences 
the life. This is that true charity which 
will outlive both faith and hope ; when 
faith is lost in sight, and hope is changed 
for possession, charity will still rule, for 
true charity is heartfelt love, the mind 
that was in Christ, and such love will be 
supreme in heaven, where perfect love 
reigns. 

Let us each pray that the Holy Spirit 
may so shed the love of Christ abroad in 
our hearts, that we may show forth the 
meekness and gentleness of the Saviour in 
our daily life, forbearing one another, and 
forgiviQg one another ; if any have a quar- 
rel against any, even as Christ forgave us, 
let us do the same. Then shall we find a 
foretaste of heaven on earth, for love and 
good -will promote peace and happiness 
everywhere. 
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Jfribag ^ijmmg. 



BoMANS, xii. 

T BESEECH you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of 
-■- God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, 
holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. 
And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed 
by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is 
that good, and acceptable, and perfect will of God. For I 
say, through the grace given unto me, to every man that is 
among you, not to think of himself more highly than he 
ought to think; but to think soberly, according as God 
hath dealt to every man the measure of faith. For as we 
have many members in one body, and all members have 
not the same office ; so we, being many, are one body in 
Christ, and every one members one of another. Having, 
then gifts, differing according to the grace that is given to 
us, whether prophecy, let us prophesy according to the 
proportion of faith ; or ministry, let us wait on our minis- 
tering; or he that teacheth, on teaching; or he that 
exhorteth, on exhortation : he that giveth, let him do it 
with simplicity; he that ruleth, with diligence; he that 
sheweth mercy, with cheerfulness. Let love be without 
dissimulation. Abhor that which is evil; cleave to that 
which is good. Be kindly affectioned one to another with 
brotherly love; in honour preferring one another; not 
Blothful in business; fervent in spirit; serving the Lord; 
rejoicing in hope ; patient la tc\\>\dation ; continuing instant 
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in prayer ; distributing to the necessity of saints ; given to 
hospitality. Bless them which persecute you : bless, and 
curse not. Eejoice with them that do rejoice, and weep 
with them that weep. Be of the same mind one toward 
another. Mind not high things, but condescend to men of 
low estate. Be not wise in your own conceits. Recom- 
pense to no man evil for evil. Provide things honest in 
the sight of all men. If it be possible, as much as lieth in 
you, live peaceably with all men. Dearly beloved, avenge 
not yourselves, but rather give place imto wrath : for it is 
written, Vengeance is mine ; I will repay, saith the Lord. 
Therefore, if thine enemy hunger, feed him ; if he thirst, 
give him drink : for in so doing thou shalt heap coals of 
fire on his head. Be not overcome of evil, but overcome 
evil with good. 



Our Life an Offering to God. 

Help us, Lord, to dedicate ourselves 
entirely to Thy service. 

We read this morning that true charity 
was love, seen in word and deed. 

The chapter we have now read, shows 
how. every one ought to give up themselves 
as a living sacrifice to God, and dedicate 
every action to Him. 

Some are engaged in one course of life, 
and some in another; some are teachers, 
some are learners, some are workec«», '^^-'ons^ 
are sufferers, some are "MLsbX^W^, ^oTCL^b ^2Ct<^ 
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Marys. God has distributed His gifts ; let 
each, according as he has received, minister 
the same. Masters and servanta, parents 
and children, teachers and scholars, each 
has received gifl» from God, and those who 
present their bodies a living sacrifice, ren- 
der reasonable service. Many wish to die 
the death of the righteous, who are not so 
ready to live the life of the righteous ; but 
one follows the other, and to live with God 
in heaven, we must have walked with God 
on earth. Our bodies must be set apart 
for God's service. We must give with 
simplicity, that is, with the simple motive 
of pleasing God. We must rule with dili- 
gence, not shrinking from duty because it 
is irksome, looking well to the ways of 
those under us, so that their comforts may 
be attended to, and their characters rightly 
controlled. We must show mercy with 
cheerfulness, not granting a favour, or 
doing a kindness with that grudging re- 
sponse which seems to say how much it 
costs us. 

Thinking of others before ourselves, we 
shall try to benefit them, and while we are 
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kind to each other, we shall be ready to 
sympathise in sorrows and joys, — weeping 
with those who weep, rejoicing with those 
who rejoice. 

Though diligent in business, as was 
Martha, we shall also be fervent in spirit, 
serving the Lord, like Mary. We shall do our 
utmost to keep peace, not giving offence, or 
taking offence; we must not only seek 
peace, but pursue it ; that is, go after, and 
try to get it. If people will not be peace- 
able with all our efforts, we must still try 
to overcome evil with good, and bless them 
which persecute. While thus labouring 
with kindness and good -will, to do our 
duty in the state of life to which it has 
pleased God to call us, we shall not think 
of ourselves more highly than we ought to 
think, we shall not set ourselves up with 
pride, and be puffed up by vain conceits of 
superiority ; but we shall show kindness to 
those beneath us ; and, like our blessed 
Master, we shall look down with kindness, 
to see how we can help others up, and, by 
being happy ourselves, we shall spread 
happiness around. Not conformed to the 
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practices of the world, wHch may be 
summed up in self-seeking, and self-pleas- 
ing, we shall be transformed by the 
renewing of our mind, proving what is that 
good, and acceptable, and perfect will of 
God.' 

Till the heart is renewed by the power 
of the Holy Ghost, we can offer no accept- 
able service ; our very almsgiving will even 
be marred by selfish motives, while our 
earthly duties, not being prompted by 
heavenly principles, will not bear the 
searching eye of God, and to prosper in 
this world, to be approved of man, will be 
the only reward of service. 

How different the results of a holy life ! 
Inward peace and satisfaction will en- 
courage every devoted servant of God, and 
the ' Well done ' of the Master, will be the 
glorious ending of a life on earth, which 
will enter ^n the joys of heaven. 
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Joshua, xxiv. 14-24. 

"VrOW, therefore, fear the Lord, and serve him in sin- 
^^ cerity and in truth ; and put away the gods which 
your fathers served on the other side of the flood, and in 
Egypt ; and serve ye the Lord. And if it seem evil unto 
you to serve the Lord, choose you this day whom ye will 
serve; whether the gods which your fathers served that 
were on the other side of the flood, or the gods of the 
Amorites, in whose land ye dwell : but as for me and my 
house, we will serve the Lord. And the people answered 
and said, God forbid that we should forsake the Lord, to 
serve other gods; for the Lord our God, he it is that 
brought us up and our fathers out of the land of Egypt, 
from the house of bondage, and which did those great signs 
in our sight, and preserved us in all the way wherein we 
went, and among all the people through whom we passed : 
and the Lord drave out from before us all the people, even 
the Amorites which dwelt in the land: therefore will we 
also serve the Lord ; for he is our God. And Joshua said 
unto the people, Ye cannot serve the Lord : for he is an 
holy God ; he is a jealous God ; he will not forgive your 
transgressions nor your sins. If ye forsake the Lord, and ' 
serve strange gods, then he will turn and do you hurt, and 
consume you, after that he hath done you good. And the 
people said unto Joshua, Nay ; but we viriU serve the Lord. 
And Joshua said unto the people, Ye are witnesses against 
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yourselves that ye have chosen yoa the Lord, to seire him. 
And they said. We are witnesses. Now therefore put 
away, said he, the strange gods which are among you, and 
incline your heart onto the Lord God of IsraeL And the 
people said mito Joshua, The Lord our God will we serve, 
and his voice will we ohey. 



The Happy Choice. 

Lord, help us to choose that good part 
which shall never he taken away from us. 

The verses just read remind us of Mary, 
who chose the good part The passage in 
Joshua teaches us that there is no middle 
path of safety. Joshua told the Israelites 
it was no use to declare that they chose the 
Lord for their God, unless they gave up 
false gods. They could not serve both, and 
he wished them to decide which they would 
serve. He was resolved for himself and his 
family, — * As for me and my house, we will 
serve the Lord,' he declared. The people 
followed his example, and said, * The Lord 
our God will we serve, and His voice will 
we obey.' Is this our determination ? No 
ger halting between two opinions, and 
ig to serve two masters, let us decide 
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for ourselves, for we cannot serve God and 
mammon. I mean we cannot serve God 
and the devil, we cannot serve God and 
the world, we cannot serve God and our 
own sinful self; for God wishes us to be 
diligent, and honest, and kind, and to 
think of His glory first in our daily duty ; 
but Satan urges us to be negligent and 
dishonest with time and property of our 
employer. He puts before us envyings and 
strife for us to follow, and teaches us, that 
we ought to think first of our own ease and 
interest. If it will bring us worldly praise 
and gain, he prompts us to be true, and 
just, and civil ; but this is not because God 
will be honoured, but because we ourselves 
shall be gainers. 

Thus we see, how important it is that 
we should examine our motives, and ask, 
who is our Master ? for, like the Israelites, 
we must not profess to serve God, unless we 
put away all other gods. We must not go 
to Church merely to be respectable, we must 
not join at His table only for the sake of 
Christian profession. We must not be trust- 
worthy and upright, solely that we may be 
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trusted and prosperous ; but we must do all 
this, because we have chosen the Lord for our 
Master, and because it is a delight to keep 
His commands. We shall not open our 
Bibles to show off religion, but because we 
love to hear our Master speak to us, and if 
others read or pray, we shall not grudge 
them the privilege, or call them away by 
our own earthly business. It is truly said, 
* Prayer and provender hinder no one,' and 
many a Martha would be less cumbered 
over her work, if she sought a calm spirit, 
and unruffled temper at the feet of Jesus. 
No one will neglect duty to an earthly 
master, who is faithful to our Heavenly 
Master; for those who serve God are 
enjoined to think of, ^Whatsoever things 
are true, whatsoever things are honest, 
whatsoever things are just, whatsoever 
things are pure, whatsoever thiugs are 
lovely, whatsoever things are of good re- 
port j' so, the best Christians ought to be 
the best characters ia the world, and if 
they are not, the God whom they profess 
to serve is dishonoured; for it is not be- 
^ cause God's grace is not ready to help in 
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duty, but because it has not been sought 
in time of need It is not that His com- 
mands do not reach everyday duties, for 
God's commands are * exceeding broad,' but 
because they are not followed. 

Let us, at the close of this week, pon- 
der over what we have heard, and let us 
resolve with Joshua, to serve the Lord in 
future, then shall we find, as Mary did, 
that we have chosen that good part, which 
shall not be taken from us. 
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PflALX L. 7-2a. 

HEAR, O mj peo{^ and I will speak ; O Israel, and I 
will ieaiUy against thee : I am God, eren iky God. 
I win not reprore thee for thj sacrifices or dij homt 
offerings, to have been eontinuallj before me. I will take 
no bullock out of thj house, nor he-goats out of thj folds. 
For every l>east of the forest is mine, and the cattle upon 
a thousand hills. I know all the fowls of the mountains : 
and the wild l>easts of the field are mine. If I were hungry, 
I would not tell thee : for the world is mine, and the ful- 
ness thereof. Will I eat the flesh of bulls, or drink the 
blood of goats? Offer unto God thanksgiving, and pay 
thy vows unto the Most High ; and call upon me in the 
day of trouble : I will deliver thee, and thou shalt glorify 
me. But unto the wicked God saith. What hast thou to 
do to declare my statutes, or that thou shouldest take my 
covermnt in thy mouth? seeing thou hatest instruction, 
and castest my words behind thee. When thou sawest a 
thief, then thou consentedst with him, and hast been pai> 
taker with adulterers. Thou givest thy mouth to evil, and 
thy tongue frameth deceit. Thou sittest and speakest 
against thy brother; thou slanderest thine own mother's 
son. These things hast thou done, and I kept silence; 
thou thoughtost that I was altogether such an one as thy- 
self : but 1 will reprove thee, and set them in order before 
thine eyes. Now consider this, ye that forget God, lest I 
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tear you in pieces, and there be none to deliver. Whoso 
offereth praise glorifieth me ; and to him that ordereth his 
conversation aright will I shew the salvation of God. 



Vows NOT TO BE FoRGOTTEN. 

Give us grateful hearts for our many 
mercies, and help us, Lord, to show forth 
Thy praise, not only with our lips, hut hy 
our lives. 

In these verses we have a picture of those 
who profess to serve God and those who 
serve Satan. 

Though God's own people had been 
negligent in their duties, and had not 
attended to His service faithfully, still He 
notices them in a very different way to the 
wicked, and while He tells them of their 
omissions, and commissions. He begs them 
to make amends for the past, * Offer unto 
God thanksgiving, and pay thy vows unto 
the Most High ;' says He, adding this pro- 
mise, ' Call upon Me, in the day of trouble, 
I will deliver thee, and thou shalt glorify 
Me/ 

How gracious of the Lord to remind 
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of forgotten vows ! Is it not too often that 
promises in sickness, or in distress, resolves 
made in times of alarm, and solemn Con- 
firmation vows, are set aside, as words 
without meaning ? Are not even marriage 
vows, to love, to cherish, too often disre- 
garded, when bickerings and contentions 
make those divided, who ought to be one ? 
Perhaps the voice of God in trouble re- 
minds His people, to pay what they vowed ; 
how will they then glorify Him by a ful- 
filment of their promises, and as He deHvers 
them out of their troubles, they will go on 
tteir way rejoicing. 

The wicked are very different, they have 
made no profession of rehgion, they have 
spoken against the righteous, they have 
sinned with their tongue, they have seen 
dishonesty, and have not reproved it ; they 
have associated with people who have dis- 
graced themselves ; they have joined in 
evil rather than good, and, perhaps, won- 
dered that no judgment visited them. But 
God says. He kept silent; and such 
wicked people thought He did not mean to 
notice their sins. He says they think He 
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is such a one as themselves ; but He assures 
them, reproof will come, and their evil deeds 
will be laid before their eyes plainly at last. 
He therefore warns them in time, * Con- 
sider this, ye that forget God/ says He, 
^ lest I pluck you away and there be none 
to dehver/ Consider while yet there is 
time. ' Let the wicked forsake his way, and 
the unrighteous man his thoughts;' for 
^ the wicked shall be turned into hell, and 
all the people that forget God.' 

Yes, not only thieves, but those who 
forget God, and dare not reprove dia- 
honesty. The openly profane, and those 
who joined in their company. The open 
Sabbath-breakers, and those who hated 
instruction, will find perdition their por- 
tion. Oh ! let us pause while yet there is 
time, for there are gracious words to every 
one who ceases to do evil To him that 
ordereth his conversation aright, the Lord 
will show His salvation. 

If the evil doer, and the evil seeker, 
turns from his wrong-doing, God will 
abundantly pardon ; for ' Jesus Christ came 
into the world to save sinners,' and He 
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has promised to send His Holy Spirit to 
help aU to lead a godly, righteous, and 
sober life. 

Let us all remember this, and offer God 
thanks for His forbearance with us, for His 
pitying love, and for His constant mercies. 
He says, * Whoso oflfereth praise, glorifieth 
Me/ So, at the close of the week, let us re- 
member, * that it becometh well the just to 
be thankful ;' for, do we not often forget this 
sacrifice of praise day by day? The weather, 
our food, our circumstances, our health, our 
acquaintances, are they not more frequently 
the subject of complaint than of thanks- 
giving ? and yet, if we count up our mercies, 
have we not great cause for praise ? Even 
our trials are mingled with mercy, and if 
we only think how little we deserve, and 
how much we receive. 



' Our cheerful song will oftener be, 
Hear what the Lord hath done for me.' 
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